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CHAPTER ONE 

Introduction    

During the early years of the 1990s, with the vision to bring a rapid socio- economic 

and political change in the country, the Ethiopian government quickly recognized that 

“education” is one of the vital instruments for national development. Education then 

became a focus of attention to solve the age long poverty and illiteracy featuring the 

country in Africa. Globally, education is widely seen as one of the most promising paths 

for individuals to realize better, more productive lives and as one of the primary drivers 

of national economic development (Rachel,et.al, 2011). 

 The development and adoption of the 1994 Education and Training policy by the 

Ethiopian Government stemmed from these assertions. Besides, the introduction of 

education quality improvement packages to all schools in the country was another 

innovative strategy to provide quality education to citizens and thereby bring the nation 

to middle income level in 2025. 

The commitment that began to expand education in the country was further 

strengthened by the global launching of the Millennium development goals (Universal 

Primary Education: UPE) which motivated most countries of the world to reform their 

existing systems of education (UN, 2000). Ethiopia, too, further intensified the reform 

by introducing a new curriculum, a new education structure, a new mode of 

decentralized education management and leadership and a new system of teacher 

training. 

One of the strategies adopted by the Ethiopian government to accelerate and scale up 

enrollment and participation rate in education was the abolishing of school fees. Tuition 

fees and other private costs of schooling have been viewed as barriers to accessing and 

completing primary education. They were taken as burdens for countries where poverty 

forces families and households to determine the number of children to send to school, 

and the length of schooling as well (Jeilu2009). On the basis of these assertions, the 

Ethiopian government introduced the abolition of school fee into the poverty reduction 

strategy paper (PRSP) in 2002. The abolition of school fees, which were previously used 

to cover expenditures for construction, maintenance and school development, for 
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primary schooling was viewed as a positive development overall by stakeholders, 

including parents, headmasters, and teachers (Ibid).  

In the effort to realize the promise of education as well as to achieve the education-

related MDG goals, the government of Ethiopia has been allocating huge fund in 

education to improve both access and quality. However, with scarce resources and 

limited trained manpower, the government’s efforts alone were not enough to meet the 

increased demands for education. 

 The suggestion that privatization of basic education service delivery in developing 

countries can play a role in the achievement of education for all has been gaining 

currency (Tooley, 2005; Tooley and Dixon, 2007). This is based on the argument that 

private education provision could improve quality and efficiency in service delivery 

including through the mechanisms of choice and competition, which in turn, some 

argue, may make schools innovative and responsive and moresignificantly, could 

improve the academic achievement of pupils (Lubienski, 2008; Tooley, 2009). However, 

there are many issues to resolve, not least, the barrier that choice is only available to 

those that can pay, and that competition is only effective if there are alternative sources 

of schooling within reach of households.  

 In Ethiopia, the need to participate stakeholders in the expansion of schools to create 

access to children of those sections of the society who can afford to pay for private 

education was highly felt and implemented from the start. Until the 1994 there were 

few private schools in the country. Consequently, a series of legislations and guidelines 

have been drawn to enable stakeholders to participate in the provision of education 

opportunities to citizens. As a result, large numbers of private investors began involving 

in education by opening schools at different levels. 

1.1 Statement of the problem 

Many scholars and researchers have witnessed the importance of private schools in all 

parts of the world. Coleman and Hoofer (1987) in favor of private schools, argued that 

attendance in private education institutions, beyond its power in creating another option 

for the well to do families who can afford to pay school fees, provides a better chance 

of upward social mobility for children of the poor and achieve gains in learning 

outcomes. However children of low income families may not afford to pay. As the 
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source of finance for private institutions are school fees, the mode of levying varies 

from school to school and from country to country. In Kenya, Uganda, and Zimbabwe, 

school fees are determined by the government while in Nigeria; the recently developed 

formula is being utilized to determine school fees (Mark, 1998, J. 2007 3(1)). In India, 

committees established for this purpose determine school fees while in Bangalore 

school fee formula is being used to fix school fees (http://www.dccanherald.com). 

To provide access and quality education for the city dwellers in Addis Ababa, and, as 

per the guideline 206/1995/ the City Government Education Bureau encouraged the 

expansion of private investment in education  in the capital and this increased the 

number of educational establishments more than ever before and heightened the 

provision of education to children. 

 Pre primary education centers increased from 9 (1991) to 786 (2014). Primary school 

establishments increased from 388(1995) to 790(2014); an increase by 103%. At 

present the numbers of students enrolled in fee charging private schools have 

dramatically increased and reached 446,724. (EMIS, 1987, 2014). 

In spite of the roles being played by the private sector to supplement government’s 

effort in creating access to both primary and secondary education, private schools could 

not be free from complaints. Most of them have been condemned for increasing   

school fees from time to time and this situation is being considered outrageous by 

parents and the public at large. Parents have been highly dissatisfied, and some parents 

went to the extent of deporting their children and took them to the public schools. The 

short assessment study conducted by the education Bureau  indicated the prevalence of 

the problem in a wide scale (Hailu & Twabech, 2013). Thus, it has become imperative 

to investigate the problem in a wider scale. The present study is carried out to 

investigate the existing situation regarding private school fee increment in Addis Ababa. 

1.2 Basic Questions 

The current study has tried to address the following basic questions: 

1. To what extent have private schools implemented the consensus reached regarding 

school fees in 2013? 

2. To what extent have private schools been participating    parents/guardians on issues 

related to raising School fees?  

http://www.dccanherald.com/


4 

 

3.  What are the major reasons behind increasing schools fees from       time to time in 

the private    schools?  

4. What measures should be taken to solve the problems that relate to private schools 

fees? 

1.3 Objectives 

The main objective of this study is to find out the present status of private school fees 

in Addis Ababa.  

1.3.1 Specific objectives፡  

 To identify the magnitude of private school fee in the current   year; 

  Identify the type of fees charged; 

 Explore how school fees are determined; 

  To explain the reasons behind raising school fees. 

1.4 Significance of the study 

This study primarily focuses on investigating the status of private schools fees in Addis 

Ababa with the view to identify the main reasons why private schools increase fees 

from time to time. Eventually the study is expected to come up with evidence based 

discussion points that can bring government officials and stakeholders to a round table 

discussion and overcome the dissatisfactions reflected by parents/guardians regarding 

increased school fees. These facts underline the significance of this study. 

1.5 Delimitations of the study 

All the Sub Cities in Addis Ababa were included in this study. Data were collected from 

the schools   sampled from each Woreda` through the random sampling techniques. 

The sources of data included pre primary, primary and general secondary levels. Thus, 

as the study is comprehensive in nature it covers all schools  in Addis Ababa. 

1.6 Limitations’ of the study 

In the first place, the study was conducted within a month, under tight conditions, with 

limited time, it had some minor limitations. Second, lack of adequate and recent 

research works in similar areas in the country/Addis Ababa in the same research topic 

was a challenge. Thirdly, although it was finally possible to collect 100% of the 

distributed structured questionnaires, the data collection process was a challenge due 

to the scattered nature of the parents/guardians since almost all private schools have 



5 

 

completed the academic works of the year, and resistance from the private school 

owners/leaders to provide the required information. However, regardless of the minor 

limitations indicated above, the researcher believes that the study has achieved its 

objectives and will draw the attention of the different stakeholders to alleviate the 

problem; and will serve as a ground work for similar studies. 
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CHAPTER TWO 

REVIEW OF RELATED LITERATURE 

2.1 Arguments for and Against Private Schools          

The issue of supporting private schooling has been part of the larger debate that 

existed among educators and stakeholders. Some scholars argue that encouraging 

widened choice of schools for families and students can cause socio economic 

consequences (MARIE, 2004). On the positive side, Coleman and Hoofer (1987) have 

shown that attendance in private education institutions provides a better chance of 

upward social mobility even for the children of the poor. They further argue that ethnic 

minority students from low-income families achieve gains in learning outcomes from 

attending private rather than public high schools.  

Some national systems have a longer record of school choice policies, either choice 

among public schools, or by additional measures that establish a ‘level playing field’ in 

terms of capitation grants from government to both public and private provisions. In 

either case, schools receive a capitation grant which is tantamount to a voucher system, 

whereby resources ‘follow the student’. 

 

 Other countries have introduced support for private schools through the voucher 

system:  the basic idea of which is   that the government would fund students instead 

of schools and that the money would follow the student and get paid to whichever 

school that the child chooses to enroll in the nation (1996a and 1996b), PROBE Report 

(1999), De et al (2001), Tooley and Dixon (2003), Mehta (2005), the Parham ASER 

Report (2005), and Muralidharan and Kremer (2006).   In such a situation, even the 

poorest parents would be able to send their children to a private school if they felt that 

it was superior to the public school, but they would be just as free to send their child to 

the government school if they felt that it was the best option for their child ((Rose 

2005b:2). 

On the negative side, multivariate analysis of national data sets confirms that private 

education on the whole is socio-economically exclusive in a manner which reinforces 

social segregation: For example, in the United States, Afro-Americans and Hispanics are 

greatly underrepresented, and  use of private education is more frequent among higher 
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income groups, and there is a certain flight to private education among whites and 

some  Hispanics from public schools with a high proportion of Afro-American students 

(Fairlie and Reich, 2002). 

In view of the above arguments, many stakeholders underline that in any society it is a 

mistake to make the best education available only to those who can afford to pay for it. 

If every member of the society is well educated, they will help their society to flourish 

as well. A good educational system benefits everybody in the society and, thus, society 

should pay for it. Private schools which charge high monthly/term fees can afford the 

best teachers, because they pay the highest salaries. They can also afford the best 

equipment and resources for their pupils while state schools, which charge no 

attendance fee, cannot compete because they have less money, Because of this the 

majority of pupils, who go to state schools, have a worse education than the minority 

who can pay and this, they say, is unjust. The organized and protected world of private 

schools, with their after school clubs and societies, is very different from reality. 

Children who go to private schools are often very naïve about the real world, and cut 

off from the communities in which they live. If they join in activities organized by their 

local communities they will receive a broader education, and become better members of 

the society.  

 

 Those who are pro private schools stress that we don’t all have to wear the same 

brand of shoes or own the same kind of car, and we don’t all have to live in the same 

type of accommodation. Freedom of choice is one of the essential features of modern 

and decent society. In a similar manner, we should not all be forced to receive exactly 

the same kind of education. Thus, parents who can afford to send their children to 

expensive schools should be free to do so. Moreover, a good education is always costly, 

and we cannot rely on governments to provide it.  Far better exam results are 

generated by private schools than state schools, and this is because they have to 

compete for our money. State schools do not have to compete for government funding 

and they do not focus so much on pupil achievement. If you abolish private schools, 

you make the education system worse, not better. Private schools can usually afford 

extensive extra-curricular activities which state schools cannot. Pupils who join after 
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school clubs-drama, chess, or sports teams receive a better rounded education. It 

would be unfair to deprive all children of these extra-curricular activities just because 

some parents cannot afford them (elf-resource.com). 

On the whole, the debate on the existence of private schools parallel to the public ones 

seems  to continue in the years to come as no consensus was reached  all over the 

world (Laughlin, J. 2010). In Particular, developing countries like Ethiopia with limited 

resources and manpower cannot afford to provide education to all without collaborative 

work with the private sector. It thus, becomes imperative to maintain the support of 

private schools to complement access and quality education in the country.  

Some parents were also pro-privates. The main reasons cited by parents for sending 

their children to private schools, as listed below indicate that private schools: 

 Prepare pupils to reach their potential;  

  Maintain good discipline;  

 Encourage responsible attitude to schoolwork; 

 Enhances Strong academic performance,  

 Enable students achieve better results than public school students;     

 Attendants of private schools are more likely to complete Year 12; 

 Attendants get better results, and have  higher rates of university entry and  

lower rates of unemployment (Jennifer, 2000); 

  Low teacher-student ratios (Hidden, 2010), 

 Private schools have high quality teachers due to the relatively high   salaries 

they pay than the public sector.  

 They also have good infrastructure. 

 Monitoring of the activities of teachers and pupils is key to their success in 

examinations (Luke Akaguri 2011). 

A survey conducted by the Australian Institute of Family Studies (AIFS) revealed that 

the values of parents of public and private school students are very similar with regard 

to the values of private schools (Weston, 1998). All parents ranked the following factors 

highest: 

 Teachers; control of drugs, guns and violence;  

 Relevance of the curriculum;  
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 Approachability of the school; and 

 Absence of discipline problems.  

An emphasis on good academic results ranked eleventh or twelfth in importance. 

Indeed, it is there for evident that parents are much more concerned with providing the 

best schooling that they can afford, for they see their children’s future dependant on 

engagement in production in the national economy. They seek an environment in which 

their children can develop to the full extent of their capabilities, including, but not 

confined to, their academic abilities (Piggy, 1992, Cad dell 2005b).  However, it is to be 

noted that whether or not the achievements of students in the private schools are 

better than those in the public schools in Addis Ababa remains to be evidenced. 

2.2 Is school fee Desirable? 

Historically, many education systems have evolved from being predominantly fee 

charging to being predominantly fee free. However, the proportion of institutions which 

still charge fees and the levels of those fees vary widely. In this regard Ethiopia is a 

case in point. 

 In Ethiopia, during the time of Emperor Haile Selassie, school service fees were 

imposed by the government as a form of direct taxation namely education tax,  while 

during the Dreg system education fee was directly paid in cash to all public schools 

when the student was registering. During the two systems, non state 

schools/independent schools/ like the Sanford school, Lysee G/Miriam School, Nathereth 

School and Saint Joseph schools have been charging fees. With the coming to power of 

the Ethiopian People’s Revolutionary Democratic Front (EPRDF), primary and general 

secondary education became free. Thus, fee free education, for the first time in the 

history of Ethiopian education became a reality, and education fees, particularly in 

public schools have been totally prohibited. However, even today, fees are being paid in 

private schools. 

Regarding school fees, one of the best known UN statements on education is the 1948 

Declaration of human Rights. Article 26 of the Declaration (UN, 1973, p3) states that: 

everyone has the right to education. Education shall be free, at least in the elementary 

and fundamental stages, elementary education shall be compulsory. 
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The specialist branch of the UN has also made important declarations. Thus principle 7 

of the 1959 Declaration of the Rights of the child (UN, 1973, p.94) states that: The child 

is entitled to receive education, which shall be free and compulsory, at least in the 

elementary stages. Article 13 of the 1966 International covenant on Economics, Social 

and Cultural Rights (UN, 1973, p.5) states that: a) primary education shall be 

compulsory and available free to all b) Secondary education in its different forms, 

including technical and vocational secondary education, shall be made generally 

available and accessible to all by every appropriate means, and in particular;  by the 

progressive introduction of free education. 

According to Mark (1988), the UN statements above, were chiefly based on the 

arguments that education is a critical component in personal fulfillment and in individual 

and group social mobility. Thus, it is unfair that individuals can be denied access to 

education simply because their families are unable to pay fees. It is further argued that 

fee charges may keep talented individuals out of school and thus waste national 

resources. 

The views of the World Bank are not far from the above assertions (views of the World 

Bank is important for its considerable influence on the education systems of the third 

world countries).  The World Banks Chapter 3 of the 1980 paper entitled “expanding 

and equalizing education opportunities” quoting article 26 of the Universal Declaration 

on Human rights, presents  that education should be free. 

 

 In 1986 the World Bank further asserted the effect of unfair school fee by saying that” 

increased private financing at the primary level is not recommended” as it might 

interfere with universal coverage. But, it is further added that, if the fee that is charged 

stays with the school where it was raised, increased user charges for primary education 

could increase efficiency within schools. However, the amount that each private 

institution charges vary depending on the natures of the schools and the levels of 

education provided in them. Thus, increased charges by private institutions from year to 

year are not supported particularly in the primary grades as this goes against UPE and 

the EFA goals.  
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2.3 Who should determine fees? 

Literature in education has documented that private education service charges are 

determined in a number of ways. For instance, in Nigeria, Guinea, and Kenya (Africa) 

private school fees are determined by governments in accordance with regulations and 

guidelines set and/or in accordance with common agreements reached at among 

private schools owners and the communities (parents, Boards, Agencies) (Mark 

Barry,(1998). In Nigeria, private education fees are being calculated using a recently 

developed formula. 

In some Asian countries, private school fee committees are formed by law to set private 

school charges. For example, in India, the fee committee constituted under the State of 

Rajasthan Fee Act was assigned the task of determining fees of private schools on the 

basis of expenses they are incurring on education. The state has over 37,000 private 

schools and almost 2/3 of them are yet to send the required information to the 

committee. Almost all schools have posted fee structure on their websites. The 

committee sees to it that fees should not be charged under different categories like 

development, capitation, sports, stationary etc. It should only be tuition fee and Fees 

charged other than tuition fees should be returned to parents/guardians (Center for 

Educational Freedom/. As per Rajasthan Schools Fee Act. Schools which are noticed for 

hiking fees were said will face punitive action. 

In the United States of America Private schools include parochial schools (those 

affiliated with religious denominations), non-profit independent schools, and for-profit 

private schools. Private schools charge varying rates depending on geographic location, 

the school's expenses, and the availability of funding from sources, other than tuition. 

For example, some churches partially subsidize private schools for their members. Some 

people have argued that when their child attends a private school, they should be able 

to take the funds that the public school no longer needs and apply that money towards 

private school tuition in the form of voucher. This is the basis of choosing a school for a 

child. [Encarta, 2009].  5,072,451 students attended 33,740 private elementary and 

secondary schools in 2007 in the United States of America. 74.5% of these were 

Caucasian, non-Hispanic, 9.8% were African American, and 9.6% were Hispanic. 5.4% 

were Asian or Pacific Islander and .6% were American Indian. Average school size was 
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150 students. There were 456,266 teachers. The teacher student ratio was about 1: 11. 

65% of seniors in private schools in 2006-7 went on to attend a 4-year College. 

 

In Australia, a number of private schools that charge fees exist as well. However, the 

rate of increase in school fees is not pronounced like the case in Ethiopia. For example, 

in 2012, school fees in Victoria elite private schools increased by 6% to the previous 

years. The schools with the largest fee increases are MLC – up by 9.5% to $23,490; 

Strathcona – up by 7.9% to $21,564; Trinity Grammar – up by 7.8% to $23,516; and 

Carey Grammar – up by 6.5% to $23,408. The quarterly labor price index increased by 

only 3.9% in 2010-11 compared to the average fee increase of 5.8%. Only one school – 

St. Leonard’s College – kept its fee increase below the increase in the labor price index. 

In Australia, similar to the service charging  practices in India, increase in school fees is 

done through the voucher system (Laughlin, J. (2010)). 

 

In Great Britain, Education is a vital concern throughout because a highly developed 

nation depends upon educated professionals and a skilled workforce. The literacy rate 

in Britain is one of the highest in the world at over 99 percent. Education is compulsory 

for all children between the ages of 5 and 16. 

The most famous schools in Britain are private boarding schools, such as Eton College, 

Harrow School, Rugby School, and Winchester School. These famous private schools, 

founded during the middle Ages, are theoretically open to the public, but in reality are 

attended by those who can afford the fees. Many of Britain’s leaders have attended 

these private schools, which cater to the wealthy and influential but also offer some 

scholarships to gifted poorer children. Local authorities and the central authority also 

provide assistance to some families who are unable to pay the fees. Only a small 

percentage of the population can attend these ancient and highly prestigious schools. A 

variety of other schools are also private, including kindergartens, day schools, and 

newer boarding schools. Private schools that take pupils from the age of 7 to the age of 

11, 12, or 13 are called preparatory schools. Private schools that take older pupils from 

the age of 11, 12, or 13 to 18 or 19 are often referred to as public schools. Only 7 

percent of British students attend private school (Microsoft Encarta, 2009). 
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Private schools in England are often named independent schools.  The term independent 

school refers to any private school that is independently governed by a board of trustees, 

rather than by a church or religious organization. Independent schools may have a 

religious or nonsectarian orientation. They are financed primarily by tuition, fees, 

charitable contributions, and income from investments, rather than by tax or church 

funds.  

 Unlike public schools—which are controlled by state and local governments—private 

schools are relatively free from governmental regulation. Consequently, private schools 

vary considerably in their philosophy, mission, and educational method. Nevertheless, they 

typically share certain characteristics that distinguish them from public schools. These 

include (1) a decentralized system of governance, (2) high academic expectations, (3) 

small enrollment and class size, and (4) shared values. 

 All over the world, it appears that school fees charged in private schools vary from place 

to place and from country to country. In some countries private school fees are 

determined on the basis of expenses the schools are incurring on education by 

committees legally established while in others school fees are determined by the private 

schools themselves in collaboration with parents/guardians. The rate of increase varies 

from 5% to 10% and in most of the cases is dependent on labor price index. Fees are 

paid once and are not asked under different categories.  

In Ethiopia too, up to now, it is the private schools themselves that determine school fees 

and notify the rate of increase to the parents/guardians. Eventually, the increase in the  

rate of private school fees have been worrying parents about their children’s’ future and if 

they want better education for their children, they pay the amount charged.  
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CHAPTER THREE 

RESEARCH DESIGN AND METHODOLOGY 

3.1 Design of the Study 

In this study, mixed methods research design, which comprises both quantitative and 

qualitative approaches, had been used. Mixed methods research approach provides more 

comprehensive evidence for studying a research problem than either quantitative or 

qualitative research alone; because it helps answer questions that cannot be answered by 

either of them alone (Creswell and Plano Clark, 2007). Mixed methods research is a design 

linked to the pragmatic knowledge claim, which strives to find solutions to existing 

problems. 

3.2 Sampling 

Two hundred and forty three private schools selected randomly from Ten Sub-Cities of 

Addis Ababa constituted the sample. On the basis of the number of Pre-primary, Primary 

and, general secondary schools in the sub-cities, 30% each was taken to represent in the 

study. The sample frame and the samples were presented in table one. Five each pre-

primary school were taken from the sub cities as problems relating to fees were minimal 

during the baseline study, and furthermore, other school programs like tutorials, 

Saturday/Sunday school programs and summer programs do not until now exist in these 

establishments.  

3.3 Data Collection  

Private schools were made to respond to self constructed validated questionnaire tagged 

monthly school fees, reasons for increasing fees, parents role on raising schools fees and 

the amount per schools levels. The questionnaire sought to find whether or not an 

increase in school fees have been made the current year, the amount and duration of 

increase and whether parents have been participating in determining the fees. In addition, 

a structured interview was developed for parents/guardians (at least for one parent per 

school visited) and both data collection instruments (questionnaire, and interview guides) 

were carefully reviewed and translated in to Amharic language and validated using a team 

of curriculum and teaching - learning process owners drawn from all the Sub Cities during 

orientation for data collectors. A total of 55 data collectors were trained to secure the 

necessary information from private schools using the questionnaire as per the sample. 
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Parents interview were conducted in each private school establishment.  

Table 1: Sampling Frame and Samples 

S.N Sub 

City 

Pre – primary Primary G. Secondary Total 

sample 

 

Sample 

frame 

Sample Sample 

frame 

 

Sample 

Sample 

frame 

Sample 

1 Addis 

Ketema 

20 1 8 2 2 1 5 

2 Akaki 81 6 48 14 3 1 21 

3 Arada 21 1 10 3 3 1 5 

4 Bole 122 8 80 26 26 9 44 

5 Gulele 43 4 26 10 10 4 18 

6 Kirkos 35 2 29 9 6 2 12 

7 Kolfe 133 9 77 24 23 7 39 

8 Lideta 21 2 11 4 --- --- 6 

9 N. Silk 171 11 114 34 22 6 51 

10 Yeka 139 9 95 30 10 3 42 

 Total 786 53 498 156 105 34 243 

Source: Plan (EMIS data), 2014. 

 

3.4 Methods of Analysis:  

A computer software system known as SPSS was utilized for coding, design, entry, and 

organization /tabulation of data. The data collected was analyzed using descriptive 

statistics/frequency counts and percentage. Qualitative data collected through the 

structured interview from parents and teachers were analyzed using narrative approaches 

to triangulate the evidence. When evidence is collected from three different sources over 

time, trends and patterns can become apparent. This process has a history of use in the 

social sciences and is called triangulation (Lincoln and Guba 1984). 
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CHAPTER FOUR 

DATA PRESENTATION AND ANALYSIS 

Two major parts of the study are contained in this chapter. The first part displays the 

characteristics of the sample population, while the second part deals with the results of 

the study.  

4.1 Characteristics of Respondents and Response Rate 

Table 2:  Respondents by Sub City, Ownership, and School Level 

Sub –city Frequency Percent Parents Interview 

Frequency Percent 

1 Addiss 

ketema 

5 2.1 6 2.8 

2 Akaki 21 8.6 17 7.9 

3 Arada 5 2.1 40 18.6 

4 Bole 44 18.1 8 3.7 

5 Qirkos 12 4.9 12 5.6 

6 Kolfe 39 16.0 33 15.5 

7 Lideta 6 2.1 5 2.3 

8 Gulele 18 7.4 46 21.4 

9 Nefas Silk 51 21.0 39 18.1 

10 Yeka 42 17.3 6 2.8 

 Total 243 100.0 215 100 

Ownerships 

Share Company 45 18.5 

Private 198 81.5 

Total 243 100 

 22  

        School Type  

Pre-primary 58 23.9 

Primary 148 60.9 

Secondary 36 14.8 

Total 243 100 
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Two hundred and forty three private school establishments in Addis Ababa were 

sampled for the study. As shown in table 2, the sample has been drawn from all the 

Sub Cities in Addis Ababa. 

The sample varied according to the number of private schools in each Sub City. 

Consequently, Nefas Silk Lafto (21%), Bole(18.1), and Yeka (17.3) were represented by 

relatively large number of samples as these schools have larger private schools when 

compared to the rest of the others.  

In terms of school level, the samples included 23.9% Kg, 60.9% primary and 14.8% 

Secondary. The majority of these private schools were owned by private individuals 

(81.5%) while the remaining by share companies (18.5). To triangulate the analysis of 

the data, 215 parents/guardians were made to fill out a structured questionnaire, as per 

the number/level of private schools in each Sub City. 

4.2 Presentation of data 

Under this part of the study the data collected from schools and parents will be 

presented and analyzed. 

4.2.1 Fee Increments  

The first question posed to private school owners is stated as: “has an increment on 

school fees been made in your school in 2006 E.C?”  The responses obtained to this 

question are displayed in graph 1.  

The total responses of parents regarding the presence of school fee increment in 2006 

E.C. were 161 (Over 70 percent). The second higher  figure confirmation the prevalence 

of school fee increment in 2006 E.C was indicated by private primary school owners 

(106(44%) while 18% and 12% of the pre-primary and secondary school responses 

indicate that the schools have increased school fees in 2006 respectively.  However, 

26% of the private school establishments (in total) appear to reject the witness 

provided by parents and other school establishment owners. Overall the responses 

obtained from the private schools owners and the parent groups surveyed shared 

similarities across the school levels in confirming increased private schools fees in 2006 

E. C. 
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Graph 1: Fee Increment in 2006 E.C 

 

  4.2.2 Reasons for Fee Increments  

It is obvious that private schools run schools and cover their costs 0f schooling by 

charging monthly school fees. However, increment on the usual amount charged per 

month requires a convincing reason for the public and the government too.  

 

In connection with the reasons for fee increment, Parents and private schools were 

asked to indicate the reasons why private schools increased school fees from time to 

time. Consequently, 78% of the private educational establishments taken as samples 

indicated that school fees are raised to increase teachers’ salaries while 22% reported 

increase in school rent as one of the causes for the increment in private school fees. 

Similarly, parents endorsed the causes for increased private schools fees for increasing 

teachers’ salaries, they further reported that, the increase in school rent from time to 

time was also another reason cited as the cause for increase in schools fees (12%). The 

costs of computer accessories, production of report cards, stationary materials, and 
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Table 3: Reasons for Fee Increment in 2006 

School type Responses 

  Increase 

teachers salary 

increase in 

school rent 

school upkeep 

&    

construction                               

Others           Total          

School 

level 

Kg 36      15.24%        15   (6.4%) 1(0.004%)  

       

  primary 119      50.4%  29    

2.3 % 

0  

  secondary 29     12.3%          6   (025%) 0  

Total 184(78%) 51 (22%) 1((0.004%)                            236 

Parents                          50%               (11.2%)                (12.1%)     (23.3%)           215                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                

 

others, which cannot be exhaustively listed in this section(see Appendix) as the causes 

for the rise in school fees. In general, it appears that fees rose in line with costs in 

private schools, the biggest component reported being staff salaries and school rent.  

Table 4:  Salary Increment for Teachers table below shows (1=yes, 2=no), 

 

Sub City 

 Mean 

Sub city of the school 

Akaki Arada Gulele Kolfe Nefas Silk Yeka Bole 

Mean Mean Mean Mean Mean Mean Mean 

Salary 

increment 
1.13 1.63 2.00 1.22 2.00 1.00 2.00 

 

However as the there is no salary increment for private school teachers in Bole, Nefas 

Silk Lafto and Gulele sub Cities. Salaries are reported to increase for teachers in Yeka 

Sub City while increment for some teachers is indicated for those in Akaki, Arada, and 

Kolfe (mean= 1.13.: mean=1.63, and: mean=1.22) sub cities respectively.  The mean 
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salary increment in 2006 was 262 while the maximum and the minimum increments in 

birr were reported to be 500 and 50 birr respectively. The range in salary increment is 

450 showing strong variations in salary increment among the private schools. Thus, 

increase in teachers’ salaries may not be a reason for the rise in school fees in all the 

cases for private schools in Addis Ababa.  

4.2.3 Duration of Fee Increments 

As per the guidelines set to govern the functioning of the private schools (206/1995), 

Private institutions are obliged to notify parents/guardians three months ahead, 

whether to close, change or transfer the school to another area or to increase the  

Table 5: Duration of Fee Increment 

 April to June July to Sep. 1st  

Sem. 

 

2nd Sem. 

Total 

School 

level 

Pre-primary 34 18 2   

 Primary 

 

94 55 2 2  

 Secondary 24 11    

Total (64.4%)152 84 4  236 

Parents                       36                 134             45                   215           

 

 

school fee. In particular fee increment in the middle of the academic year is forbidden 

and parents are protected by the guideline. In response to the questionnaire designed 

for this purpose 64.4% of the respondents (table 5) indicated that school fee 

increments have been made from April to June while the 36% reported the fee 

increment to be from July to September. However, parents differed in their responses 

to the duration from the schools. The majority of the parents (63%) confirmed the 

duration of school fee increment to be from July to September. A considerable number 

of Parents (21%) further witnessed that school fee increments have also been made by 

private schools during the 2nd semester as well. On top of this, very few responses 

from the private schools (3%) indicate that school fees are charged during 1st and 2nd 
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semesters as well. These evidences, taken together, appear to confirm that some 

private schools charge fees at any time of the year. 

4.2.4 Contacts with parents  

The importance of mutual contacts and proper communication among schools and 

parents in the education of children is well established in educational literatures. In this 

connection, respondents were asked to indicate the kind of contacts/ communication 

channels they have with parents to raise and determine school fees (table6).  

Table 6: Contacts with parents 

 through 

letter 

Through 

meetings 

send messages 

through students 

Total 

 

School level 

pre primary 23 27 3 53 

Primary 

 

81 63 4 149 

Secondary 

 

18 16 1 35 

Total 

 

 

 

122(51.5%) 107 8(3%) 237 

                    Parents        113(52.6%)          49 (22.8%)        53(25.2%)                215 

 

Outlined in Table 6 are the schools and parents reporting and scenario assessment 

pertaining to mutual communication on school fees increment. The differences between 

the percentages of responses specifically outlined along with the means of contact were 

clearly shown. A difference in the percentages of parents responses (columns 3 and 

5(77.8% as opposed to that of the schools- 54.5%) indicated that the contacts made 

are not face to face with the schools but one way flow of information from the schools 

to parents(passing messages through letters or students).  This implies that school fees 

increments are not, in major part, determined by mutual consensus between schools 

and parents but on the will of the private schools. It appears that parents, in major 

part, are ordered to pay the increment made without any option. 

4.2.5 Trends in fee increment in the last three years 
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Looking into the aggregate response rates in table 7 school fees in the pre-primary level 

across the years (2005 – 2007), and considering 2005 as the base year, an increasing 

trend in schools fees is observed. 2 pre-primary schools were charging fees ranging 

Table 7.Overview of Fees charged by Schools  

  

7.1:Pre-Primary 

 

Years Amount In Birr  

 <=500 501 - 1000 1001-1500 1501-2000 ›2000 Total % 

2005 36 2 4 1 3  83 

2006 35 4 1 4 4  91 

2007 29 5 1 5 4 83 

Missing              17 

           

                                                                                                                                       

 7.2: Primary  

Years Amount In Birr  

<=500 501- 1000 1000-1500 1501-       

2000 

>2000 

 

Total% 

2005 114 16 7 2 8  96 

2006 101 31 7 2 9  96.2 

2007 68 50 9 2 9  87.2 

Total        100                                                                                                                                                                

                                                                                                        

 7.3: Secondary  

Years Amount In Birr  

500 501 - 1000 1001-1500 1501-2000 ›2000 Total 

2005 12 9 3 3 4 31(91%) 

2006 10 10 2 3 7 32(94.1%) 

2007 6 14 1 1 7 29(85%) 

Missing      3(8%) 

Total      34(100%) 
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from 501birr to 1000 birr in 2005. In 2006 the number of schools that charged the 

same amount were doubled (100% increment) and then to 5(75%) in the upcoming 

2007 (Registration for 2007 has already been completed in most of the schools). When 

it comes to the primary level similar trends are observed. Private primary schools 

charging fees in the range 501 to 1000 birr  shifted from 16 in 2005 to 31(94%)  in 

2006 and to 50 in (61.3%) in 2007 E.C. However, a slight increase in school fees 

between the ranges 1001 – 1500 in 2007 is clearly seen (29%). furthermore, the data 

in table 7.2 clearly shows that some schools charge fees amounting to >2000 birr and 

this shows an increasing trend from 8 to 9 (13%) in 2007. Fixed patterns are observed 

in the range 1501 to 2000 birr in 2007. Similarly, increase in school fees in private 

Secondary schools is clearly shown between the ranges 501 to 1001 for the years 2005 

to 2007 E.C (11% in 2006 & 40% in 2007 E. C). In all the cases, the patterns are not 

similar showing that each private school charges school fees on its own. 

4.2.6 Trends in fee Increment in the last three years graphically: 

Graph 2: Monthly School fee by School level 

l  

A careful observation of the directions of the graphs where all point direct to the scale 

>2000, implies that the increase in private schools fees is continuing at an increasing 

rate. Moderate increase is seen in the private pre-primary grades and the increase 

becomes sharp in the primary and secondary levels. 
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4.2.7 Monthly fee by ownership 

A comparison of school fee charging in relation to ownership was made 

 A cross tabulation of the data in  table 8 clearly illustrates that irregular trends are 

observed in schools owned by share companies in the increase of school fees where a 

sharp increase is observed in the range 1000 to1500 

Table 8: Monthly fee by ownership 

     

100-500 501-

1000 

1001-

1500 

1501-000 > 2000        

Total 

 Share 

  

31 3 7 4 0 45 

Private 

 

123 26 29 16 3 197 

Total 154 29 36 20 3 242 

  

and this increased by 133% but decreased to  0 at the scale point >2000. On the other 

hand, in the privately owned schools one observes moderate increase in school fees to 

1000 birr and then  to  >2000 birr, and this implies that privately owned schools charge 

the highest school fees  (>2000 birr) (table 8).  

Graph 3: Monthly School fee by ownership 
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This situation can be clearly observed in graph 3 where sharp increase in school fees 

from time to time in the privately owned schools is shown by the moderate slanting of 

the two graphs (Share Company and Private). On the whole it appears that increasing 

trends in private school fees will continue in the years to come unless some solutions 

are sought about. 

4.2.8 Trends in Registration Fee  

Now a day’s monthly school fees are not the only sources of revenue for running the 

work of private schools. Schools charge parents/guardians a considerable amount of 

money in the name of fees and other costs. Among these registration fees stand out. 

The trends of the increase in registration fees during the last three years is shown in 

the pages to follow 

Graph 4: Trends in Registration Fee 

 

With regard to  registration fees, the mean scores in table 9 reveal that the registration 

fee that was, on the average,  510 birr  for pre primary grades  in 2005 rose in the next 

year(2006 E.C.) to 650 birr (30% increase), while this again increased to 830 birr(28% 

increase). Cumulatively, registration fee has grown by 63% during the last 3 academic 

years for pre-primary grade. Similar trends can be observed for the primary schools, but 

the case of secondary schools appears to be different. Registration fee for secondary 

schools (on the average) was 618 birr in 2005 but this rose to 982 birr in 2006 (59% 

increase). In the subsequent year (2007) registration fee, on the average, rose to 1079 

birr (10% increase).On the whole, registration fees  for secondary schools have grown 

by 75% during the last three years. However, it remains to be clear why registration 
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fees are being raised every time as the work of registering involves the same routine 

work of recording the names of the students and their parents related attributes in not 

more than a sentence or a page (if there are forms to be filled out) and there is no 

reason to believe that this is acceptable. As shown in the graph that follows the 

registration fee has been increasing and surpassing the monthly school fees and this 

indicates that registration fee is becoming un drainable source of revenue for private 

schools. 

Graph 5: Comparison of Monthly fee and Registration fee 

 

4.2.9 Other costs charged 

In connection with other costs charged with monthly schools fees, other than 

registration fees, the data collected from parents ( those collected from schools were 

not complete)  revealed that there are a number of different categories of costs in place 

to collect money from parents/guardians. This is displayed in the following table 9. 

Considering the cost of textbooks fixed by the Addis Ababa City government education 

Bureau (54birr for grade one, 108 birr for grade five, and 148 birr for grade eight) the 

amount that the private schools charge appears to exceed the official cost determined 

by the education Bureau. A considerable number of private schools charge more than 

200birr every year and these increase with every academic year, For example, in 2005, 

14 schools charged birr 201-400birr while the number of schools which charged the 

same amount of birr increased to 22 (57% increase) in 2006. On top of this, it is 

surprising to observe schools which charge birr401- 600birr and >600 birr for the same 
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type of books and grade level. The worst part of this is that the number of schools 

charging these higher prices increases in the schools. For the coming year,( 2007) there 

is no guarantee for the price of textbooks to be less as the increase in the price of 

textbooks helps the private sector to collect  a good amount of money from 

parents/guardians. The cost of reference materials is another payment on 

parents/guardians. The amount levied for reference materials varies across table 9 

indicating variations in cost transfer to parents from school to school. 

  

Table 9: Other costs charged 

Text books <=200birr 201-400birr 401-600birr >600birr 

2005       39      14       8    2 

2006       76      22       9    9 

References     

2005       28      21       4    6 

2006        27      26       4    15 

Weekend 

programs 

    

2005       54       6        3    2 (9100 birr)* 

2006       69       8        5    12 

Summer 

programs 

    

2005       49      14         8      6 

2006        59      27        12       9 (1500)* 

Regarding the costs levied on parents/guardians, for weekend/tutorial programs, the 

data in table 9 reveals that the amount of birr charged varies from 200 birr to 600 and 

there is an exceptional case where a school was reported to charge 9100 birr for 

Saturday and Sunday tutorial programs. The cost of summer programs are similar and it 

varies from 200 birr to 600 birr. An exceptional school charging 1500 birr was found 

out.  

 

Considering the various categories of costs established in the private schools at present 

in Addis Ababa, it is a fact that education is now becoming a big profitable business and 

there are huge amounts of monetary transactions taking place in the sector. 
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4.2.10 Tutorial programs 

Involvement of students in weekend and or summer programs is some times said a 

forced measure and some parents are heard complaining. To find out whether these 

grievances are correct or not data was collected from parents.  In view of this, a 

considerable number of parents (24%) indicated their demand to keep  children at 

school during weekends and summer vacations while the majority of them ( 51.2%) 

confirm that participation in weekend and summer instruction is derived by the desire of  

Table 10: Participation in weekend and Summer Programs 

On what conditions do children participate in 

weekend and Summer programs? 

 

Frequency 

 

Percent 

a)with parents demand 51 24% 

b)with the demand of schools 110 51.2% 

c)with the demand of students 

Missing 

Total 

17 

37 

215 

7.9% 

17.1 

100% 

 

the private schools and in some cases, with the wish of the attendants as well. In 

particular, the parents added that some private schools have begun enrolling pre 

primary schools children to summer programs. Besides, there are some schools which 

force the potential grade 8, 10, and 12 national examination candidates to attend the 

summer instruction programs. In one way or the other, the demand for summer and 

weekend programs seems to evolve from the private schools themselves. 

 

Weekend and summer education programs are not part of the regular program, and 

thus, cannot be recognized in the academic calendar of the Ministry of education. In 

this regard, an attempt has been made to gather data from schools to check whether 

academic calendar is followed or not. To this end, 98% of all the private institutions 

unanimously confirmed that they follow the academic calendar of the system. However, 

this seems to be far from reality as most of the private schools at a minimum, conduct 

tutorial program during after school hours, weekends, or during summer vacations. 
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 Schools have endorsed this by indicating that they levy additional charges for weekend 

and summer programs on the questionnaire dispatched for the purpose of this study. 

On top of this, a number of schools in Addis Ababa follow the term system and not the 

semester academic calendar. Thus, it appears that, not all schools strictly follow the 

academic calendar of the nation in Addis Ababa. 

 

4.3 Results 

1. Private schools have increased private school fees in 2006 E.C. 

2. School fees rose in line with costs in private schools, the biggest component being 

school rent. 

3. Private schools charge fees at any time during the academic year. 

4. Increments have been determined by the private schools themselves.   

5. Private schools owners have been increasing fees during the last three years. 

6. Privately owned schools charge the highest school fees than those owned by share 

companies. 

7. Registration fee, on the average, has increased by 200% across the school levels 

during the last three years while monthly fees have gone up by more than just 30%. 

8. Other costs levied range from textual materials, stationary, laboratory chemicals, 

report cards to the construction of classrooms and payment of interest rates. The 

lists under these categories of costs are inexhaustible and at the same time vary 

from school to school. 

9. Participation in weekend and summer tutorial programs is demanded by private 

schools themselves. 

10. Low fee paying private schools have been identified in Addis Ababa. 

4.4 Discussion 

This study analyzed the situations of private school fees in Addis Ababa in 2014 using 

comprehensive data collected from the schools, parents and teachers. The results 

indicate that private schools fees have been levied in the current academic year despite 

the consensus reached in August 2013. This on the one hand has raised the discontent 

by parents and on the other hand began eroding the confidence between the education 

Bureau and the private schools. 
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Private schools could raise school fees for various reasons like the rise in the cost of 

instructional inputs, school rent, teachers’ salaries, etc. However, that ought to be done 

on the basis of mutual trust by all stakeholders; in particular with the parents of 

children, and in most of the cases, this has not been done. In this regard, a recent work 

in France examined a program that encouraged parents to participate more in their 

child’s school and found very positive results (Aviate, et al, 2010). The program 

emphasized the importance of parents’ involvement in their children’s education. It also 

provided parents with better information on the school system, including information on 

the roles and responsibilities of various personnel and school offices and fees, and the 

results were very encouraging to promote mutual support and trust. 

Increase in private schools fees in Addis Ababa does not have any ground or standard 

against which its fairness can be judged but depends on the will of the private schools. 

This appears to be not reasonable.  However, in many parts of the world private 

schools fees are determined through a number of mechanisms. In Nigeria, there is a 

formula that is utilized to determine schools fees (total salary paid to teacher plus 30 

per cent of the total salary divided by total number of students (Bangalore: March 14, 

2014)  

S = TTS + 30% TTS 

       Total no of Sts 

 Where:  

   S       = Schools fee, 

 

  TTS= Total Teachers Salary, 

 

  TNS= Total number of students; 

            (Source: (http://www.dccanherald.com) 

 

In India, there are committees who determine and fix Private School fees in the 

different states, and upload the fee structure on the website for the public The fees are 

structured keeping in mind the quality of schools. The committees also ask the school 
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authorities to put up these details in their school notice board. At present the fee 

structure for 10,233 schools is fixed on the basis of income and expenditure of the 

schools and the 10,951 private schools in the States would be informed of the fee 

structure that will stand for three years. ( www.tn.gov.in  website).  

In Bangalore the government constituted a committee to look into the controversial 

issues of fixing fees in private schools. Headed by the Commissionaire of public 

Instruction, the panel of schools fees used the formula designed for this purpose and 

determined fees for schools and fixed non fee costs’. 

(http://www.dccanherald.com.retrievedMarch14, 2014) 

In African countries like Uganda, problems related to private schools fees exist as well. 

Many parents are reported to complain that some private schools charge high fees 

ranging from sh1million for nursery education and sh600, 000 for kindergarten, which is 

costly to parents. “As a parent, says Mr kobovo, I would expect a school to first consult, 

parents, school management committee, to discuss the fees increments for all 

stakeholders to decide (15July,2014).and this indicates that similar problems related to 

private school fees exist but the need to develop mutual consensus on the issue is 

voiced.  

In Zimbabwe, Private schools argue they were forced to impose the increases to meet 

escalating costs due to Zimbabwe’s spiraling inflation ( 600%). and soaring land tax, 

power and water costs. However, private school fees are regulated by government 

structures established for this purpose. Some elite schools were closed for failure to 

comply with Government regulations (Cad dell, Martha 2007). 

The results of the present study clearly revealed that private schools charge parents 

with different costs like libraries and laboratory facilities, stationary, development, 

capitation, sports, awards, interest payments, and registration fees etc. Of these and 

the others not in the list, the registration fee is so alarming since in some private 

schools it is by far greater than the monthly installment (Graph 5). In India for 

example, the fee determining committee stresses that fees should only be tuition fees 

and Fees charged other than tuition fees should be returned to parents/guardians 

(www provided.tn.gov.in).The fact that schools fees are asked under different 

categories in Addis Ababa need to be scrutinized by the private schools themselves. 

http://www.tn.gov.in/
http://www.tn.gov.in/
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 There are arguments that if government schools had good facilities and were providing 

a high quality education then there would be less demand for private schools, and less 

scope for profit-oriented businessmen to open schools. (Cad dell, Martha 2007).The 

same notions exist in Addis Ababa too. However, in the case of Addis Ababa, the 

situation seems to look beyond efficiency and effectiveness debates regarding public 

schools but how the private sector can contribute to the pursuit of Education for All 

must be considered as well. Questions around the role of schooling as an individual or 

social good (Colclough 1996, Psacharopoulos & Patrinos 2002), about whether formal 

education should be a government responsibility or opened to market forces, are not 

‘dead issues ‘ding rather, they should be the subject of on-going political and 

intellectual debate in the country as a whole. 

The present study also found out low fee charging schools (Graph 2) that levy monthly 

school fees equal to or less than Birr 500. These are more low-fee private schools than 

is commonly believed, and they occur throughout the city, often in unexpected places.  

They vary in level and quality, but the fact that they are under pressure to attract more 

enrollment means that they regard performance as a key priority, and constantly strive 

to compete with their surrounding schools. These schools can be encouraged to 

compete with the rest of the private schools through bursaries and government 

subsidies. In connection with this, a study carried out by Tooly and his colleagues in 

Ghana, Nigeria and India (2005) indicated that, if dissatisfied parents had the option of 

removing their children from public schools and enrolling them in low-fee private 

schools, this could act as a powerful incentive to principals and teachers at the former 

schools to improve their performance if they faced the loss of their jobs and incomes. 

Tutorial programs that are provided by private schools bring additional costs to parents. 

However, such costs should be considered part of the school fees and one way to 

create a supportive learning environment for the success of children. These programs 

enhance students’ achievement on the one hand and promote the reputation of the 

schools themselves on the other. On top of this, tutorial programs are carried out 

during weekends and or during summer vacations, that is, when students are at 

rest/vacation. Thus, the program competes with children’s leisure time and can create 

psychological impacts. 
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CHAPTER FIVE 

CONCLUSIONS AND RECOMMENDATIONS 

5.1 Conclusion 

The main objective of this study was to find out the present status of private school 

fees in Addis Ababa as compared to the results of the base line survey carried out in 

2013. The study employed descriptive survey research method to examine how the 

private school fees have been determined and fixed. Following is the outputs obtained 

from analysis and discussion. 

The central finding of this study is that school fees have increased in line with costs in 

private schools. The consensus reached at by the education bureau and the private 

schools through the city wide conference in July/ 2013 was not given due consideration. 

Parents/Guardians participation in determining private school fees was not sought about 

in most of the private schools. Although a host of reasons were listed, increase in 

teachers’ salaries and house rents were found to be the major reasons for the increase 

in school fees. However, the study showed that only few private schools increased the 

salary of teachers. The rise in the price of: stationary materials, utility costs, increase in 

interest rates, the costs incurred for sports activities, report cards, EMIS, and the like 

are other reasons for fee increase. Registration fee was found to be the major non fee 

cost that has increased by 200% in the last three years. The study further showed that 

privately owned schools levy higher fees than the share companies. Moreover, low fee 

charging private schools have been identified in Addis Ababa. 

 

5.2 Recommendations  

1. Problems related to school fees have been critical points of discussion and debate 

among parents, private school owners, and the Addis Ababa City government education 

bureau since August 2013. This is not without a reason. The gist of the matter is that, 

parents in Addis Ababa, as dwellers in a metropolitan city, are anxious and uncertain 

about how best to provide quality education to their progenies in the rapidly developing 

and  changing world. Private schooling is, therefore, seen as a way to mediate the risks 

of an unknowable modern future. One can see two competing interests: profitable 

service providers’ interest’ visa vies seekers of good services in the best economic way. 
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Thus, the city government of Addis Ababa education bureau, in collaboration with other 

stakeholders and also by learning from the best practices of other countries including 

Africa, should arbitrate the two parties by way of making sustainable legal and 

institutional arrangements that can facilitate a level playing field for all parties. 

  

2. All over the world, the existing evidence shows that non state funding private schools 

are expensive but provide quality education than the public schools due to various 

reasons. One of the reasons, as any one can imagine in countries like Ethiopia, is the 

focus of governments to provide access and fulfill the commitments interred into 

meeting the EFA goals. In this regard, Addis Ababa is well ahead in Ethiopia but left out 

with a great deal of work for quality education, which emanates from quality schools. 

As is often uttered, if public schools can provide quality teaching and learning, the 

demand for private schools will be less and parents can enroll their children in these 

schools and get free education. Thus, it is a high time for the education bureau to re-

think and focus on creating at least one reputable quality public school in each Sub city 

where at least children of the low income level families in Addis Ababa can get free 

education. 

 

3. The City government of Addis Ababa education bureau should  closely work with 

private schools to make available merit scholarships and bursaries for best performing 

children from public schools every year (Saint Joseph school has given merit scholarship 

for 3  grade 8 students each for the Sub cities). This can be an effective strategy at 

increasing performance and induce more effort from students trying to earn the award. 

On top of this, merit scholarships and awards can step by step solve the problems of 

equity in education which is often raised in connection with the provision of education 

for those who can pay for private education. 

4. A potential solution to curb problems relating to the continuous increase in private 

school fees in Addis Ababa is the introduction of “Tuition Vouchers.” This is nothing but 

the transfer of the total fund of schooling a student in public schools to the private 

sector. In particular, low fee charging private schools can be beneficiaries. Vouchers 

can lead to better educational out comes by promoting competition among schools and 
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by providing students with increased access to private sector options. This in turn, can 

create competition among private schools in attracting parents to provide education 

with faire school fees. Thus, the Addis Ababa education bureau should determine the 

total cost of educating an individual child and then pilot the voucher system in the 

schools and eventually introduce the scheme by working with low fees charging private 

schools.  

5. A program in which public schools in Addis Ababa can be given grants to hire 

assistants    for remedial education (UNICEF has been working in similar areas but in 

limited Sub cities)   for students in lower standards needs to be worked at aggressively 

to attract parents/students in private schools.  
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Appendix 1 

በአድስ አበባ ከተማ አስተዳደር ትምህርት ቢሮ 
በግል ትምህርት ተቋማት የትምህርት አገልግሎት ክፊያ ሁኔታን ለመዳሰስ ከትምህርት ቤቶች ባለቤቶች/ 

ሃላፊዎች መረጃ ለማሰባሰብ የተዘጋጀ ቅጽ 

1. አጠቃላይ መረጃ፡ (በተሰጠዉ ባዶ ቦታ ይጻፉ ወይም በቀረበዉ ሳጥን የ √ ምልክት ያደርጉ) 

1.1 ተቋሙ የሚገኝበት  ክ/ከተማ--------------------ወረዳ---------------የተቋሙ ስም--------------------  
1.2 የተቋሙ ይዞታ/ባለቤትነት፡ ሀ/ የአክስዮን-------------------  ለ/ የግል------------------------------- 
1.3 ደረጃ፡  1/ቅ/መደበኛ-------2/ ከ1-4ኛ-------3/ ከ5-8ኛ-------- 4/ ከ1-8ኛ--------5/ ከ9-10ኛ------ 

2. በ2006 በወርሃዊ የትምህርት አገልግሎት ክፊያ ላይ ጭማሪ ተደርጓል ወይ? 
ሀ/ ተደርጓል                       ለ/  አልተደረገም 

 
3. የጭማሪዉ  መነሻ ምክንያቶች ምንድን ናቸዉ? ቀጥሎ በተሰጠዉ ቦታ ቢያብራሩልን፡                            

---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
4. የክፊያ ጭማሪዉ የተገለጸበት ጊዜ መቼ ነዉ? ወሩን ቢጠቅሱልን፡----------------------------------------- 
5. የክፊያ ጭማሪዉ ሲደረግ ከወላጆች ጋር ለመግባባት የተከተላችሁት አግባብ ምን ነበር?  

       ሀ/ በጽሁፍ ማሳወቅ          ለ/ተሰባስቦ በመነጋገር         በተማሪዎች መልእክት በመላክ. 
6. በ2005 እና በ2006 ዓ.ም በየወሩ/በየተርሙ ሲያስከፍሉ የነበሩትን የትምህርት አገልግሎት  

ክፊያዎች በአማካይ (በተማሪ) እንዲሁም የ2007 ዓ.ምን ታሳቢ ቀጥሎ በተሰጠዉ  ሠንጠረዥ 
ቢሞሉልን፡ 

ዓ/ምህረት ቅ/መደበኛ ከ1-4ኛ ከ5-8ኛ ከ1-8ኛ ከ9-10ኛ ምርመራ 

2005       

2006       

የ 2007 ታሳቢ       

7. በየወሩ/በየተርሙ ከሚከፈሉ የትምህርት አገልግሎት ክፊያዎች በተጨማሪ ሌሎች ክፊያዎችን 
አስከፍለዉ  እንደሆን ቀጥሎ በቀረበዉ ሰንጠረዥ በአማካይ  (በዓመት) መጠኑን በብር ይጻፉ፡ 

 

ተ.ቁ 

 

ሌሎች ክፍያዎች 

ሌሎች ክፍያዎች (በብር) 

2005 ዓ.ም 2006 ዓ.ም የ2007 ታሳቢ 

1 ለመመዝገቢያ    

2 ለመማሪያ ማስተማሪያ መጽሐፍት 
ግዢ 

   

3 ለተጨማሪ ማጣቀሻ መጽሐፍት    

4 ለቅዳሜ እና እሁድ ማጠናከሪያ 
ትምህርት 

   

5 ለክረምት ማጠናከሪያ ትምህርት     

6 ለህንፃ ግንባታ    
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7 ለትምህርታዊ ጉብኝት    

8 ለክበባት እንቅስቃሴ    

9 ለተለያዩ በዓላት አከባበር    

10 ለ ዳሴ ግድብ መዋጮ    

11 ለጽህፈት መሳሪያ    

8. ትምህርት ቤታችሁ የትምህርት ሚኒስቴርን አካዳሚክ ካለንደር ይከተላል?  
ሀ/ ይከተላል                              ለ/ አይ 

9. በትምህርት ቤታችሁ ወላጅ መምህር ህብረት (ወተመህ) ተቋቁሟል? 
ሀ/ ተቋቁሟል                       ለ/ አልተቋቋመም 

 
                ስለ መልካም ትብብሪዎ እናመሰግናለን!                 የተቋሙ ማሕተም 
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በአዲስ አበባ ከተማ አስተዳደር ትምህርት ቢሮ ሥር በሚገኙ የግል ትምህርት ተቋማት 
የትምህርት  አገልግሎት ክፍያ አፈጻጸም ላይ ለሚደረግ ውይይት መረጃ ለማሰባሰብ 

ለወላጆች የተዘጋጀ  የተደራጀ (Structured Interview) የቃለ ምልልስ ጥያቄ፤ 
ሰኔ 2006 ዓ ም.   

1. አጠቃላይ መረጃ፡ (በተሰጠዉ ባዶ ቦታ ይጻፉ ወይም በቀረበዉ ሳጥን የ √ ምልክት ያደርጉ) 

1.1 ተቋሙ የሚገኝበት  ክ/ከተማ------------------ወረዳ----------- የተቋሙ ስም--------------------                 
2. ለልጅዎት ትምህርት በየወሩ ይከፍሉት  የነበረዉ ብር መጠን በአማካይ ስንት ነዉ?      

ሀ/ በ2005                  በ2006                 ለ2007 ዓ.ም  
                                                    የታሰበ 

3. በ2006 ዓ ም በወርሃዊ የትምህርት አገልግሎት ክፊያ ላይ ጭማሪ ተደርጓል ወይ? ተደርጎ 
ከሆነ ስንት ብር?----------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

4. የጭማሪዉ  መነሻ ምክንያቶች ምንድን ናቸዉ ተብሎ ነዉ የተነገረዎት?  ቢያብራሩልን፡------
-----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

5. የክፊያ ጭማሪ መደረጉ  የተገለጸልዎት ጊዜ መቼ ነዉ? ወሩን ቢጠቅሱልን፡----------------------
---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

6.  የክፊያ ጭማሪዉ ሲደረግ ከወለጆች ጋር ለመግባባት ትምህርት ቤቱ የተከተለዉ አግባብ ምን 
ነበር?   ሀ/ በጽሁፍ ማሳወቅ             ለ/ ወላጆችን ሰበስቦ በመተማመን          

 

/ በተማሪዎች በኩል ለወላጆች መልእክት በመላክ.           

7. በየወሩ ከመደበኛ የትምህርት አገልግሎት ክፈያ በተጨማሪ ሌሎች ክፊያዎች ተጠይቀዉ 
እንደሆን ቀጥሎ በቀረበዉ ሠንጠረዥ በጽኁፍ ይመልሱ፣ 
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ሠንጠረዝ 1፡ ሌሎች ተጨማሪ ክፊያዎች፡ 
 

ተ.ቁ 

 

ሌሎች ክፊያዎች 

ሌሎች ክፊያዎች (በብር) 

2005 ዓ.ም 2006 ዓ.ም 
የ2007 ዓ.ም 

ታሳቢ 

1 ለመመዝገቢያ    

2 ለመማሪያ ማስተማሪያ መጽሐፍት ግዢ    

3 ለተጨማሪ ማጣቀሻ መጽሐፍት    

4 ለሃንዳውት/ ፎቶ ኮፒ    

5 ለቅዳሜ እና እሁድ ማጠናከሪያ ትምህርት    

6 ለክረምት ማጠናከሪያ ትምህርት     

7 ለትምህርታዊ ጉብኝት    

8 ለክበባት እንቅስቃሴ    

9 ለተለያዩ በዓላት አከባበር    

10 ለ ዳሴ ግድብ መዋጮ    

11 ሌሎች ካሉ    

              
8. በቅዳሜ እና እሁድ፣ እንዲሁም በክረምት  የማጠናከሪያ ትምህርት ልጅዎ እንድሳተፍ የሚደረገዉ 

በምን አግባብ ነዉ? 
ሀ/ በወላጅ ፍላጎት፣              ለ/ በትምህርት ቤቱ ፍላጎት/ጫና                             

    / በተማሪዉ ፍላጎት     

 
ስለ መልካም ትብብሪዎ እናመሰግናለን! 



40 

 

 


