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I Introduction  
 

The concept of standards for the English language teachers in Ethiopia encompasses important 

perspectives which include what English language teachers in Ethiopian schools should know and be able 

to do. Therefore, English language teachers should:  

 know purposes for  the English language teaching/learning as a foreign language in Ethiopian 

context; 

 be able to do with the English language in the  classrooms and outside classrooms; 

  know how to help learners develop the English language skills and knowledge that they need in 

their studies and future careers- reading, writing, listening, speaking, viewing, and visually 

representing; 

 know different types of tasks used for practicing different language skills; 

 be able to modify or adapt ill-designed language activities/tasks in the English textbooks they 

teach; 

  know basic concepts of  teaching/learning a foreign/second  language theories and practices;  

  know practices of the English language testing and continuous assessments; 

 know the English language curriculum and syllabuses they teach; 

 know about the English language learners in Ethiopian context, and  

 know and practice continuous professional development.   

  

There are six main cores of beliefs that led the preparation of the national standards for the English 

language teachers. These are: 

a. the belief that standards are needed to prepare teachers for the teaching requirements of the 

future as well as the present, and belief that teachers must be prepared to meet these demands. 

b.  the  belief that standards can articulate a shared vision of what the nation’s English language 

teachers would be;  

c. the belief that policy makers, researchers, teacher educators, parents, government partners, and 

others should know what the English language teachers should know and perform in their 

professions; 

d. the belief that standards are necessary to promote high English language professionalism for all 

the English language teachers and to bridge the documented disparities that exist in teaching 

English and achievements in different regions and schools in Ethiopia. 
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e. the belief that the standards would produce talented, qualified and committed English language 

teachers for Ethiopian schools who would make significant improvements in the achievements of 

the English language proficiency.  

f. the belief that the standards can help to ensure that all English language teachers become 

informed citizens and participate fully in society in discharging their duties and responsibilities. 

 

Therefore, the national standards for the English language teachers in Ethiopia could be used to provide 

a framework for:  

 pre-service English language education, teacher recruitment and induction;  

 continuous professional learning;  

 reflection on and assessment of professional teaching practice, and  

 recognition and certification of teachers who attain standards for highly accomplished 

professional practice. 

 

II Domains of the National Standards for the English Language Teachers 
 

2.1 Professional English Language Skills  

An English language teacher who cannot use the English language him/herself in speaking and writing and 

who does not have adequate knowledge and awareness of the English language vocabulary and grammar 

expected of him/her, cannot teach English at schools effectively. Therefore, all English language teachers 

should have adequate skills of the English language skills and awareness that match the cycles and grade 

levels they teach in schools so that they can help learners to achieve the intended proficiency of the 

English language. 

 

2.2 Professional Knowledge 

2.2.1 Purpose Knowledge  

English language teachers need to know the objectives of teaching the English language at the levels they 

teach and areas of the language skills that receive emphasis to attain the intended objectives. Therefore, 

it is important for an English teacher to know the objectives of teaching English in Ethiopian schools and 

levels of English language proficiency expected to be achieved at the end of specific grade level and cycle. 

This knowledge enables an English language teacher to organize his/her resources and all appropriate 

language learning experiences that are geared towards attaining the intended objectives and proficiency 

levels.    

 

2.2.2 Content Knowledge  
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Any English language teacher is expected to know contents (language activities/tasks) of the English 

language curriculum of the cycle he/she teaches and contents of syllabuses covered in different grades at 

that level The content dimension, thus, addresses what the English language teachers should know about 

different language activities and be able to cover in the processes of the English language teaching in 

schools.  

   

2.2.3 Knowledge about English Language 

An English language teacher is expected to know the meanings of words he/she teaches which include 

word grammar, formation of words and collocations. In addition, he/she is expected to know basic 

grammar rules, and tendencies in grammar rules. 

  

2.2.4 Second Language Teaching Pedagogy Knowledge  

English language teachers are expected to know methodologies employed in teaching the target English 

language skills and knowledge. English language methodologies should focus on training learners in 

different language learning strategies that enable learners to learn the language by themselves, rather 

than on those that make them teacher and textbook dependants. 

 

2.2.5 English Language Tasks/Activities Knowledge  

One quality of the English language teachers is their abilities to identify and use appropriate 

tasks/activities that help learners to develop the intended language skills. Thus, any English language 

teacher needs to know different types of vocabulary, grammar, reading, writing, speaking and listening 

that enable learners practice the target skills.  

 

In addition, an English language teacher should not always use tasks/activities given in the textbooks. 

He/She should know that textbooks sometimes contain ill-designed tasks/activities that need modifying 

or adopting according to the backgrounds of the learners to help them best practice the intended 

language skills. Therefore, teachers are expected to modify ill-designed vocabulary, grammar,  speaking, 

listening, reading and writing tasks/activities as needed. They are also expected to design their own 

tasks/activities using available resources in their environments. 

 

2.2.6 English Language Assessment/Testing Knowledge 

The teacher understands and uses multiple methods of assessing learners in their own English language 

growth to monitor learner progress and to guide the teacher’s and learner’s decision making. In other 

words, the English language teachers conduct continuous assessments using different assessment 

techniques to see the progresses their students make from time to time in order to give appropriate 

feedbacks needed in improving/adjusting their methodologies.  
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2.2.7 English Language Learner Knowledge in Ethiopian Context 

2.2.7.1 Learner Background 

It is obvious that learners at schools can be from different linguistic, culture, and family backgrounds. 

Researches on foreign/second languages show that there are relationships between students’ 

achievements of target language proficiency and their backgrounds. Thus, an English language teacher 

needs to know differences of his/her students in his/her classes because of backgrounds and render 

accordingly appropriate help in their learning English. 

 

2.2.7.2 Learner Linguistic Development 

An English teacher needs to know how learners grow and develop in learning the English language and 

thus be able to recognize that patterns of learning and development vary individually within and across 

the cognitive, linguistic, social, emotional, and physical areas so that he/she designs and implements 

developmentally appropriate and challenging language learning experiences. Thus, the English language 

teacher regularly assesses individual and group performances in order to design and modify instruction 

to meet learners’ needs in each area of development (cognitive, linguistic, social, emotional, and physical) 

and scaffolds the next level of development.  

 

2.2.7.3 English Language Learning Environment  

Environment in which learners learn a foreign/second language has impacts on the students’ target 

language proficiency. An English language teacher should know that almost all learners in Ethiopian 

context learn English in non-supportive environment that does not facilitate students’ English language 

learning. This enables him/her to create contexts in the classroom that facilitates the use and practice of 

the language,  
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III Domains of Standards According to Cycles 

 
 

                    3.1.1 Standards for English Language Skills  

Standard 1Reading skills                        Performance indicators                                                         

1.1 ability to interpret meanings of 

sentences 
 Converts meanings of simple and compound 

and Complex sentences into simple sentences 

1.2 skill to extract information from 
paragraphs and short essays 

 identifies main and specific ideas of short  

paragraphs and essays 

 Uses references to extract details from the 

passage  

 

1.3 skill to identify coherences of sentences 

in paragraphs and relationships of 

paragraphs in short essays  

 identifies organization of ideas among  

sentences in short paragraphs and essays 

 Identifies organization of ideas among 

pharagraphs in short essays 

 Identifies cohesive devices and other linking 

words 

 

 

1.4 ability to interpret writers’ purposes   interprets writer’s intention in short 
paragraphs and essays  

Standard 2 Writing skills         Performance indicators                                                         

2.1 shaping letters and knowing the spelling 
rules 

  Identifies words that are correctly or wrongly 

spelt 

 Demonstrates legible handwriting skills 

2.2 matching phrases/clauses to create 
meaningful sentences  

 joins words to form logically accepted 

sentences  

 creates accurate and logically acceptable 

sentences using given cohesive words 

2.3 expressing oneself in writing in English  expresses him/herself, family, hobby, etc. in 
writing  

2.4 organizing paragraphs using coherences   reorders jumbled sentences to create 
organized paragraphs  

2.5 writing organized paragraphs    writes organized and correct paragraphs using  

3.1 Standards for English Language Teachers Teaching Grades 1-4 
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7-10 sentences. 

Standard 3Vocabulary skills                                                Performance indicators                                                         

3.1 concrete and basic English words  pronounces words intelligibly (objects, colors, 

sense words, body parts, family members, 

food and drink, words describing time, etc.) 

 writes spelling of words correctly 

 uses appropriate words in sentences in writing 

and speaking 

 guesses meanings of words using:  

1. contextual clues 

2. knowlledge of word formation 

Standard 4 Grammar skills                                                           Performance indicators                                                          

4.1 skills of using basic grammar rules  

 

 Describes how change of grammar affects 

meaning (present. simple, past, interrogatives, 

negatives, etc.) 

 uses grammar to communicate using social 

expressions such as asking, giving, telling daily 
routines, expressing likes, dislikes, etc.)  

Standard 5 Listening skills             Performance indicators                                                         

5.1 ability to extract information from 

short listening texts 
 identifies main and details of short listening 

texts or audio files 

5.2 ability to identify chunks of short 
listening texts  

 reorders parts of  listening texts given in 
jumbled order  

 

5.3 ability to identify speaker’s intention    interprets speaker’s purpose: to give 
information, to argue, to give instruction, etc. 

Standard 6 Speaking skills             Performance indicators                                                         

6.1 using  English in the classrooms 

 

 uses English in greetings, getting lessons 

started, giving instructions, conducting lessons, 

communicating with students in the 
classrooms and ending lessons 

6.2 expressing/talking about oneself, family, 
hobbies, etc. 

 talks about himself/herself, family, hobbies, etc. 

 gives spontaneous responses, explanations, 
etc.  

6.3 using intonations  models falling/rising intonation; e.g. wh-

questions (falling intonation); yes/no questions 

(rising intonation) 

         3.1.2 Standards for Professional Knowledge  

Standard 7 Objective knowledge Performance indicators                                                              
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7.1 reasons/objectives for teaching English at 
lower primary grades in Ethiopia  

 Mentions objectives of teaching and learning 

English at lower primary level (what the 

students should do with the English language 
at the end of each grade level and the cycle) 

Standard 8 Content knowledge  Performance indicators                                                              

8.1 contents of the English language 

syllabuses (English language knowledge and 

skills targeted)  

 identifies types/nature of vocabulary items 

covered at the lower primary level 

 identifies grammar areas targeted 

 describes initial reading and early reading and 

comprehensions skills emphasized  

 describes handwriting and early writing skills 

aimed at 

 explains speaking skills suggested 

 identifies listening skills to be developed 

 identifies the horizontal and vertical 

relationships of the English language 
syllabuses for Grades 1-4 

 

Standard 9 Knowledge about language                                                Performance indicators                                                              

9.1 concrete and  basic English words  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 writes names of  things grouped according to 

topics (e.g. kitchen utensils, parts of plants, 

etc.) and matching words with objects, 

pictures, and actions 

 labels pictures (e.g. parts of body, houses, 

tables, etc.)  

  matches words with their 

meanings/definitions 

 explains meaning relationship of words  

 identifies parts of speech  

 identifies bound morphemes (prefixes and 

suffixes) 

 identifies words which go together 

(collocations)   

 identifies spelling errors  

9.2 basic English grammar rules    identifies basic grammar rules (to be, 

has/have, imperatives, tenses, quantifiers, 

adverbs, possessives, etc. 

 identifies exceptions in grammar rules 

 changes sentences from one form to another  

Standard 10  Second language 

activities/tasks knowledge  

Performance indicators                                                              

10.1 vocabulary activities at lower grades  identifies different types of vocabulary 
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teaching activities at the lower primary level  

10.2  exercises for teaching handwriting and 

early writing skills 

 

 lists different types of handwriting exercises 

 describes exercises for practicing   
handwriting skills and early writing skills  

 

10.3 nature of grammar tasks and exercises   explains nature of basic grammar activities for 

beginners 

10.4 tasks for initial reading and early 

comprehension skills 
 identifies activities for initial reading practices 

 describes  tasks and activities for early 
reading comprehension skills 

10.5 tasks for early listening skills  

 
 describes nature of listening exercises for 

beginners; e.g. listen and respond, listen and 
react physically,  listen and repeat, etc. 

10.6 tasks for early speaking skills 

 

 

 describes nature of speaking activities for 

beginners; e.g., oral repetitions, speak and 

respond,  controlled dialogue, , guided 
conversation, etc. 

10.7  poor and good language learning 

activities                                                           
 identifies poor and good language 

tasks/activities by giving examples from the 

English textbooks for Grades 1-4 

 explains  reasons for using different activities 

and question types   

 

10.8     techniques of modifying/adapting ill-

designed language activities in the 

English textbooks for the Grades 

 explains techniques of modifying/adapting ill-

designed tasks   

 identifies ill-designed language activities or 

tasks 

Standard 11 Second language 

pedagogy knowledge  

Performance indicators                                                              

11.1  techniques for teaching concrete and 

basic vocabulary at lower grades 
 explains how to use objects, pictures, 

gestures, etc., in teaching words 

 describes how to help learners practice new 
words  

11.2 approaches and techniques of 

teaching initial reading and early 

reading comprehension  

 explains approaches to teaching initial 

reading(identifying letters, the phonic and the 

reading approaches)  and explains the 

advantage and limitations of each approach 

 explains techniques of  teaching initial reading 

(using pictures, flash cards, etc.)  

 explains the advantages of oral reading at 
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lower grades 

  explains techniques for practicing early 

reading comprehension skills 

11.3 techniques for helping learners 

practise grammar activities at lower 
grades 

 explains techniques for presenting and 

practsing basic grammar rules 

 explains techniques for practising basic 

grammar rules 

11.4   techniques of helping learners 

develop handwriting skills and early 

writing skills 

 

 explains ways of forming letters and 

connecting letters in writing 

words/phrases/clauses/sentences 

 describes techniques of helping learners 

practice early writing skills using (copying, 
controlled, guided and semi-guided activities 

11.5 techniques of  helping learners 
develop early listening skills  

 explains techniques for teaching listening 
skills (listen and respond, listen and do, etc.) 

11.6   techniques of  helping learners 

develop speaking skills at lower 

grades 

 explains techniques of conducting controlled 

oral practice  

 describes techniques of conducting guided 
and semi-guided oral practices 

11.7    instructional strategies that facilitate 

second language learning  

 

 explains  how teachers’, past language 

learning and teaching experiences influence 

their teaching behaviors  

  describes how teachers’ beliefs about 

teaching and learning language influence their 

teaching behaviors 

 describes how teachers behaviors create 

extrinsic and intrinsic motivations 

11.8    importance of collaborative language 

learning strategies  
 identifies language activities practiced 

individually, in pairs and groups  

 explains advantages and possible limitations of  

pair and group works in second language 

learning 

 describes how to organize learners for pair 

and group works  

 explains the roles of group members  

Standard 12 Continuous assessment 

techniques  and  language testing 

knowledge                                                        

Performance indicators                                                              

12.1   techniques of conducting continuous 

assessments and giving feedbacks 
 identifies techniques of conducting 

continuous assessments 

 explains techniques of giving feedbacks on 

students’ performances 

12.2  types and purposes of questions in  describes types of questions for testing 
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language testing  

 

language skills and knowledge 

 identifies poor and good language test items   

12.3  setting/designing appropriate  testing 

items 
 designs good language test items for testing 

the English language skills and knowledge  

Standard 13 Learner knowledge  Performance indicators                                                              

13.1 beginner second language learners  
from different backgrounds  

 

 identifies behaviors of  beginner learners 

from  urban/rural areas, educated/uneducated 

families, rich/poor families  

 describes impacts of culture (the way 

children are shaped and expected to behave 

in the society) on language learning in the 
classrooms 

13.2  problems of students with disabilities  
in L2 learning 

 identifies problems that learners with  

disabilities face in using/exploiting available 

school resources in learning English 

 indicates possible ways of helping them 

13.3   issues related to gender in language 
learning  

 Identifies social factors related to gender in 

learning language 

 explains learning strategies employed by male 
and female learners 

13.4   styles and strategies that students 

use   in learning English as a second 

language at lower grades 

 Identifies how learning styles affect second 

language learning 

 identifies strategies that slow, average and 

fast learners employ in learning languages 

 identifies preferred learning styles of  slow, 

average and fast learners  

13.5   impacts of environment on second 

language learning (issues of one learner, 

but many teachers in the case of L1 

learning, and that of many learners, but 
one teacher in the case of L2 learning) 

 

 explains the impacts of  supportive 

environment on the English proficiencies of 

learners 

 identifies opportunities for learning English 

outside classrooms in Ethiopian context 

 explains ways of encouraging students to 
exploit the opportunities 
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                      3.2.1 Standards for Professional English Language Skills  

Standard 1 Reading skills                                            Performance indicators                                                         

1.1 ability to interpret meanings of compound and 
complex sentences 

  rewrites the meanings of sentences in 
his/her words  

1.2 skill to extract information from reading texts  

 

 identifies the main and specific ideas from 

paragraphs and essays  

1.3 skill of understanding and interpreting reading 
and visual texts   

 interprets graphs, diagrams, etc 

1.4 skill to identify organization of ideas in essays 

using references and linking words 
 identifies coherences and cohesive devices  

in paragraphs and essays  

 arranges sentences in a logical order 

 arranges 3-4 short paragraphs in a logical 
order 

1.5 skill  to interpret and make inferences about 
writers’ proposes  

 

 explains what writer’s intention- to 

introduce, explain, describe, narrate, 
argue, or  conclude  

Standard 2 Writing skills                                 Performance indicators                                                         

2.1 writing to communicate in social contexts  writes personal letters, notes, applications, 
etc.  

2.2 selecting and using appropriate words in 

his/her writings 
 uses appropriate words in his/her writings 

 

2.3 producing and expanding  produces and expands phrases and 

sentences on familiar topics into 

paragraphs 

2.4 writing guided paragraphs  expands/completes sentences/paragraphs 

by adding appropriate words and phrases 

 

3.2 Standards for English Language Teachers Teaching Grades 5-8 
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2.5 writing organized paragraphs and essays  writes a short paragraph and an essay on 

an everyday topic or process 

 writes paragraphs/stories/poems of his/her 

own  

2.6 reorganizing jumbled sentences to create 

paragraphs achieving coherences 
 reorders jumbled sentences creating 

coherent paragraphs 

 

2.7 parallel writings  

 

 writes parallel paragraphs and short essays 

following the given structure 

2.8 using mechanics   

 

 uses capital letters and basic punctuation 
marks such as commas, semi colons, etc. 

Standard 3 Vocabulary skills                                                Performance indicators                                                         

3.1 skill of using target words in the English 
textbooks for Grades 5-8 

 uses appropriate words in speaking and 

writing  

 pronounces words intelligibly  

 writes spellings of words correctly 

 uses words in different contexts, such as 

city/countryside, animals, diseases, letter 

writing words, places of natural beauty, 

sports, technology, adjectives of 
personality, etc. 

3.2 ability to guess meanings of target words in 
sentences and texts using clues 

 identifies clues to arrive at possible 
meanings of words  

Standard 4 Grammar skills                                                           Performance indicators                                                         

4.1 skills of using basic and intermediate grammar 
rules  

 

 uses  appropriate grammar to convey ideas 

(giving advice, compare and contrast, 

reasoning, expressing experiences and 

actions, moods, etc.) 

 shows ways in which change of grammar 
affects meanings 

Standard 5 Listening skills                            Performance indicators                                                         

5.1 ability to extract information from medium 
sized listening texts 

 identifies main and details of short listening 
texts 

5.2 ability to listen and label, complete, fill, etc.  listens to a text and labels/fills in/makes 

maps, charts, pictures, tables, lists etc. 

5.3 ability to identify structure of listening texts 

 

 identifies chunks of listening texts 

 reorders ideas of  listening texts given in 

jumbled order  

 identifies markers used in listening texts 
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5.4 ability to identify speaker’s intention    interprets speaker’s purpose: to give 
information, to argue, to give instruction 

5.5 ability to summarize/retell stories from 
listening 

 takes notes and retells/summarizes  

Standard 6 Speaking skills                                          Performance indicators                                                         

6.1 speaking in English in and outside classrooms  uses English in greetings, getting lessons 

started, giving instructions, conducting 

lessons, communicating with students in 

the classrooms and ending lessons and 

outside classrooms 

6.2 using appropriate social expressions 

 

 uses appropriate social expressions e.g. for 

asking and giving advice agreeing and 

disagreeing e.g. ‘You’re quite right’ “I’m 

afraid I disagree” 

6.3 expressing/talking about oneself, family, 
hobbies, etc. 

 tells about himself/herself, family, hobbies 

 gives spontaneous responses, explanations, 

etc.  

6.4 speaking in English to influence others   gives explanations, makes presentations, 

conducts arguments, etc. 

 participates in oral activities in pairs and 

groups 

 describes and compare in detail places, 
people, plants, objects, etc. 

                      3.2.2 Standards for Professional Knowledge  

Standard 7 Objective knowledge Performance indicators                                                              

7.1 reasons/objectives for teaching English at 

upper primary grades in Ethiopia  
 explains objectives of teaching and learning 

English (what students should do with the 

English language at the end of each grade 
level and the cycle) 

Standard 8 Content knowledge  performance indicators                                                              

8.1 contents of the English language syllabuses 

(language knowledge skills emphasized)  
 identifies vocabulary developing strategies 

proposed in the textbooks 

  identifies grammar areas covered (new 

grammar items and those presented for 

reinforcement) 

 identifies reading skills emphasized  

 explains writing skills targeted  

 tells speaking skills targeted  

 tells aims of  listening activities  

 explains horizontal and vertical 
relationships of syllabuses  
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Standard 9 Knowledge about language                                                            Performance indicators                                                              

9.1  target words in the English textbooks for 
Grades 5-8 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 gives literary and contextual meanings of 

words 

 tells meaning relationship of words 

(synonyms and antonyms)  

 matches words with their 

meanings/definitions 

 tells word grammar (noun, verb, 

adjectives, etc) 

 identifies parts of words (prefixes and 

suffixes) 

 identifies words which go together 

(collocations)   

 completes blank spaces in sentences and 

paragraphs using the given words 

 organizes words under topics 

9.2 basic and intermediate English grammar rules    identifies errors in grammatically incorrect 

sentences and rewrites correcting the 

errors  

 rewrites sentences reordering jumbled 

words 

 changes grammar from on form to the 

other  

Standard 10  Second language 

activities/tasks knowledge  

Performance indicators                                                             

10.1 vocabulary developing/learning,  retaining and 

retrieving  strategies  
 identifies vocabulary developing strategies  

 describes activities used to memorize 

words in order to use them when needed  

 explains vocabulary developing and 

reinforcing exercises  

10.2 activities for introducing and practicing 

grammar 
 describes contexts and activities for 

presenting new grammar items 

 explains types of grammar reinforcing 

exercises 

10.3  types of reading activities/tasks (the reading-

approach to reading) 
 identifies nature and types of reading tasks 

and question types  

10.4 types of process-oriented writing 

activities/tasks 
 describes different writing exercises 

(controlled, semi-controlled, guided and 

free) 

 explains advantages and disadvantages of 

controlled, semi-controlled, guided and 

free writing activities 
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10.5 tasks for early listening skills  

 
 describes nature of listening exercise for 

the level; e.g., listening and answering 

questions, listening and filling in blank 

spaces, etc 

10.6 tasks for early speaking skills 

 

 

 explains nature of speaking activities; e.g., 

oral guided repetitions, short  dialogues, 

greetings, role plays, controlled and guided 

conversations.  

10.7 poor and good language learning activities                                                            describes poor and good language 

tasks/activities (vocabulary, grammar, 

reading, speaking, writing and listening)  

 explains  reasons for using different 

activities and question types for practsing 

the language skills 

 

10.8 techniques of modifying/adapting ill-designed 

language activities in the English textbooks for 

Grades                         

 identifies techniques for modifying/adapting 

ill-designed tasks   

Standard 11 Second language pedagogy 

knowledge  

Performance indicators                                                              

11.1  strategies  for vocabulary teaching/learning at 
lower intermediate level 

 

 explains clues, meaning relationships 

(synonyms, antonyms),collocations, 
contexts, etc.) to guess meanings 

 describes retention strategies 

11.2  approaches and techniques of teaching 

reading skills   
 explains the reading approach to teaching 

reading 

 identifies stages in conducting reading 

activities (pre, while and post) 

 identifies behaviors of good readers and 

poor readers and encourages students to 
exercise the behaviors of good readers 

11.3  techniques for helping learners practise 

grammar activities at lower grades 
 explains how to use contexts for teaching 

grammar and helping learners in drilling 

controlled and guided grammar activities 

 demonstrates grammar drilling  activities 

(controlled, guided and freer)  

11.4  techniques of helping learners develop 
handwriting skills and early writing skills 

 

 describes different techniques of helping 

learners practice lower intermediate  

writing skills using controlled, guided and 

semi-guided activities 

 explains process approach to teaching 



16 
 

writing (helping learners at different steps 

in writing) 

 identifies differences between writing for 

fluency and accuracy 

 explains techniques for giving oral and 

written feedbacks 

11.5 techniques of  helping learners develop lower 
intermediate  listening skills  

 

 describes techniques for practicing 

listening 

 explains stages in conducting listening 

activities(pre, while and post) 

 explains techniques of  conducting listening  
activities individually and in pairs/groups 

 

11.6 techniques of  helping learners develop 
speaking skills at upper primary grades 

 explains ways of conducting  speaking  

activities individually and pairs/groups  

 explains techniques of  conducting  

controlled, guided and freer  speaking 
activities  

11.7 instructional strategies that facilitate second 

language learning  

 

 explains  how teachers’ past language 

learning and teaching experiences influence 

their teaching behaviors 

  describes how teachers’ belief about 

teaching and learning language influence 

their teaching behaviors 

 describes how teachers’ behaviors create 

extrinsic and intrinsic motivations 

11.8 importance of collaborative language learning 

strategies  
 explains theories of collaborative language 

learning 

 explains the advantages and possible 

disadvantages of  pair and group works i  

 shows how to organize learners for pair 

and group works  

 explains the roles of group members  

Standard 12  Continuous assessment 

techniques  and  language testing knowledge 

Performance indicators                                                              

12.1 progress and summative tests (how they 

differ in purposes and designs) 
 explains purposes ,design and 

administration of the two tests  

12.2 techniques of conducting continuous 

assessments and giving feedbacks 
 identifies techniques of conducting 

continuous assessments 

 explains techniques of giving  feedbacks on 

students’ performances 

12.3  question types for testing vocabulary, 

reading, grammar, speaking, listening and writing 

skills 

 describes types of questions to be used in 

testing the language knowledge and skills  

 identifies  poor and good language test 

items   
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 designs good language test items for 

testing the English language knowledge and 

skills 

Standard 13 Learner knowledge  Performance indicators                                                             

13.1 learners’ past English language experiences  

 
 identifies students’ English language 

proficiency level 

 identifies experiences of students in 

English language learning  

 identifies preferred learning styles of the 

learners 

 explains strategies that learners use 

 identifies learner paces in language 

development and gives necessary support 

 describes inter and intra-language 

development stages and explains ways of 
giving support 

13.2 problems of students with disabilities in L2 

learning                                                            
 explains how students with disabilities 

differ from others in exploiting 

opportunities and resources  in learning L2  

13.3 gender in language learning (social factors)                                                                 explains how opportunities of learning 

English differ for  male and female students  

 identifies how textbooks use gender 

stereotyping   

  identifies learning strategies employed by 
male and female learners 

13.4 impacts of environment on learning the 

English language in Ethiopian contexts                                                         
 explains the impacts of environment 

(absence of supportive environment for 

learning English) on the English 

proficiencies of the learners 

 describes opportunities for learning English 

outside classrooms in Ethiopian context 

and explains ways of encouraging students 
to exploit the opportunities 
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                  3.3.1 Standards for English Language Skills 

Standard 1 Reading skills                                              Performance indicators                                                         

1.1 making predictions  predicts content of texts from pre-reading 
activities 

1.2 skimming  identifies overall idea (gist) 

1.3 scanning  identifies specific information 

1.4 making note of main ideas  identifies  main ideas 

1.5 inferring meanings of words  guesses meanings of  words  using 

1. contextual clues 
2. principles of word formation 

1.6 interpreting information  interprets pieces of information given in  

graphs, diagrams, etc  

 makes inferences 

1.7 information transforming   transforms written information in tables 

1.8 organizing  ideas  identifies organization of ideas in texts 

 identifies  references and linking words 

1.9 facts and opinions,  

 

 identify writer’s attitudes 

 interprets writer’s purposes 

Standard 2 Vocabulary skills                               Performance indicators                                                         

2.1 skills of using clues in guessing meanings of 

unfamiliar words 
 uses clues such as synonyms, antonyms, 

collocations, word combinations such as 

prefixes and suffixes, specific and wider 
contexts to guess meanings of words 

2.2  skills of using words   uses appropriate words in expressing  

ideas in speaking and writing 

Standard 3 Grammar skills                                   performance indicators                                                         

3.1 grammar in communication ( change of 
grammar  and meaning) 

 shows how grammar change affects  
meaning  

3.2 grammar to convey meaning   uses accurate grammar in speaking and 

writing to convey ideas 

3.3 Standards for English Language Teachers Teaching Grades 9 & 10 
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 identifies grammatical errors in a variety of 
contexts. 

Standard 4 Listening skills                         Performance indicators                                                         

4.1 making predictions   predicts the content using  

1.  contextual clues  

2. principle of word formation 

4.2 gist/overall idea  explains the overall/gist of the listening 
text 

4.3 main ideas and details from listening texts  identifies main ideas and details from 
listening texts 

4.4 structure of listening texts 

 

 identifies organization of ideas and chunks  

 identifies discourse markers (sequencing 

words and cohesive devices) and tenses 

4.5 summarize/retell stories from listening   makes notes to retell/summarize  

Standard 5  Speaking skills                                Performance indicators                                                         

5.1 using English spontaneously(without making 

preparations) 
 uses English in and outside classrooms in 

communicating with students, colleagues, 

making impromptu speeches, etc. 

 tells others about oneself, family, hobbies, 
etc.  

5.2  English for social communications  asks for and gives information 

 gives reasons for actions/viewpoints, or 

explains cause and effects 

 addresses misconceptions 

 gives an alternative perspective 

 asks for repetition and clarification 

 expresses sympathy 

 expresses surprise 

5.3 picture in words (describing people, animals, 
places and objects) 

 describes/compares pictures, people, 

graphs, objects etc. using appropriate 

language 

 tells stories based on pictures 

5.4 conducting public speaking, argumentation, 

giving explanations , etc. 
 makes public speeches, conducts 

arguments, gives explanations, etc.   

Standard 6 Writing skills                                         Performance indicators                                                          

6.1 writing correct compound and complex  

sentences  
 .                                                              

writes correct compound and complex 
sentences 

6.2 writing to communicate with others in English   writes for social purposes  (e.g. notes for 
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others, or letter, takes minutes), etc  

6.3 explaining features of effective paragraphs and 

essays 
 describes features of a good paragraph 

(purpose, audience, unity, coherence, etc.) 

 identifies topic and supporting sentences  

 shows structure of an essay and purposes 

of paragraphs in essays  

 describe the types and purposes of essays 

6.4 organizing ideas in paragraphs and essays    produces organized paragraphs and essays 

6.5 mechanics and punctuation marks  

 

  uses mechanics in paragraphs and essays 
appropriately to communicate effectively 

                     3.3.2 Standards for Professional Knowledge  

Standard 7 Objective knowledge Performance indicators                                                              

7.1 objectives of learning/teaching English at 

secondary school level 
 explains objectives of syllabus for the level 

Standard 8 Content knowledge  Performance indicators                                                              

8.1 contents of the English language syllabuses 

(knowledge and skills emphasized)  
 identifies vocabulary developing strategies 

proposed in the textbooks 

  identifies grammar areas covered (new 

grammar items and those presented for 

reinforcement) 

 identifies reading skills emphasized  

 tells writing skills targeted  

 identifies speaking skills targeted  

 tells aims of  listening activities  

 tells the horizontal and vertical 
relationships of syllabuses  

Standard 9 Knowledge about language                                                             Performance indicators                                                             

9. 1 aspects of knowing a ‘word’ 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 identifies literary and contextual meanings, 

word grammar, collocations, spellings, 

similarities and differences in meanings, 

parts of speeches, etc. of words in the 

English textbooks for Grades 9 & 10 

 matches words with their 

meanings/definitions 

 identifies parts of words (prefixes and 

suffixes) 

 completes blank spaces in sentences and 

paragraphs using the given words 

 organizes words under topics 
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9.2  that grammar rules are more of tendencies 

than hard and fast rules 
 gives examples that show grammar rules 

are not hard and fast, but tendencies, and 

grammar rules depend on contexts  

9.3 basic grammar rules (identify grammatically 

correct and incorrect sentences)  
 identifies grammatically correct and 

incorrect sentences 

 changes sentences from one form to the 

other (e.g. positive to negatives or 

interrogatives) 

 identifies situations in which grammar 

forms are used (e.g. use of active and 
passive, different forms of tenses, etc.) 

Standard 10  Second language 

activities/tasks knowledge  

 

Performance indicators                                                             

10.1 vocabulary developing and  retaining activities   describes vocabulary developing activities   

 describes vocabulary practising activities to  
retain words 

10.2 activities for introducing and practicing 

grammar 
 describes contexts and activities used to 

present new grammar items 

 explains types of grammar reinforcing 

exercises 

 describes grammar drilling activities 

(controlled, semi-controlled and free)  

10.3 types of reading activities/tasks (the reading-

approach to reading) 
 describes reading texts and exercises fit 

for practicing different reading skills 

 explains advantages and disadvantages of  

question types for reading skills (e.g. open-

ended questions, multiple choice, 

true/false, matching, labeling, transferring, 

etc.)  

 identifies different reading texts and ways 
of reading them 

10.4 types of writing activities   identifies writing exercises (controlled, 

guided and freer) 

 explains the nature of product and process 
oriented writing activities 

10.5 tasks for developing listening skills  describes different types of listening 

tasks(e.g. listen and answer, listen and 

match, listen and label, listen and reorder, 
.listen and draw, etc.) 

10.6 tasks for developing speaking skill  identifies speaking activities (e.g. games, 
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role-plays, dramas, debates, public 

speaking, talking about school rules, one’s 

interests, etc.) 

10.7 poor and good language learning activities                                                            describes poor and good language learning 

tasks/activities (vocabulary, grammar, 

reading, speaking, writing and listening)  

 explains  reasons for using different 

activities and question types in practsing 

the language skills 

 

10.8 Knows techniques of modifying/adapting ill-

designed language activities in the English 

textbooks for Grades 9 and 10 students                        

 describes techniques of modifying/adapting 

ill-designed language activities 

 proposes solutions for  ill-designed tasks  

in the English textbooks  

Standard 11 Second language pedagogy 

knowledge  

Performance indicators                                                              

11.1 training learners in vocabulary developing and 

retention strategies, and employing techniques 
for vocabulary presentations in the classroom 

 describes techniques of training learners in 

guessing strategies, using dictionaries, using 

collocations, presenting words in 

relationships, presenting words in topics, 

etc. 

 explains techniques for conducting 

vocabulary exercises  

 explains techniques of remembering new 

words (e.g. paying attention to 

collocations, making mental image that 

connects to L1, or grouping words 

according to topics)  

11.2  presenting and conducting grammar tasks  identifies contexts for teaching grammar 

 explains techniques of conducting grammar 

drilling  

 explains ways of presenting grammar items 
(deductive and inductive) 

11.3 helping learners develop  reading skills using 
the reading approach to reading 

 explains behaviors of   good and poor 

readers  

 explains stages (pre-reading, while-reading 

and post-reading), and how to conduct 
activities 

11.4  guiding learners develop writing skills 

employing the process-oriented techniques 

 

 explains techniques of conducting  the 

process approach to teaching writing 

(helping learners at different steps in 

writing using guided, semi-guided and free 

writing activities and giving them feedbacks 

while practicing) 

 explains differences between writing for 
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fluency and accuracy  

 explains techniques of giving  written 

feedbacks 

11.5 training learners in developing listening skills  

 

 identifies techniques for practicing listening 

 explains stages in conducting listening 

activities 

 explains how to conduct individual and 
pair/group activities  

11.6 speaking tasks and organizing learners  to 
practice speaking skills  

 explains ways of conducting  speaking  

activities individually and in  pairs/groups  

 explains ways of  conducting  controlled, 
guided and freer  speaking activities  

11.7 instructional strategies for facilitating second 

language learning  

 

 explains  how teachers’ past language 

learning and teaching experiences influence 

their teaching behaviors 

  describes how teachers’ beliefs about 

teaching and learning language influence 

their teaching behaviors 

 describes how teachers’ behaviors create 

extrinsic and intrinsic motivations 

11.8  importance of collaborative language learning   describes theoretical assumptions behind 

collaborative language learning  

 describes language activities practiced 

individually, in pairs and groups 

 explains the advantages and possible 

disadvantages of  pair and group works in 

second language learning 

 tells the roles of groups members in 

second language learning 

Standard 12 Continuous assessment 

techniques  and  language testing knowledge                                                        

Performance indicators                                                              

12.1 progress and summative tests (how they 

differ in purposes and design) 
 explains purposes. designs and 

administrations of the tests 

12.2   techniques of conducting continuous 

assessments and giving feedbacks 
 describes techniques of conducting 

continuous assessments 

 explains techniques of giving  feedbacks on 

students’ performances 

12.3  question types for testing vocabulary, 

reading, grammar, speaking, listening and writing 

skills 

 describes types of questions used in 

testing the language skills  

 explains features of good and poor test 

items  

 discuss the advantages and limitations of 

different types of questions 

 improves poor language test items 

12.4 setting/designing appropriate  testing items  designs good language test items for 
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testing the English language skills  

 identifies poor and good test items 

12.5  wash back  effects of tests  explains wash back effects of exam on 

students’ performances and teachers’ 

teaching behaviors 

Standard 13 Learner knowledge  Performance indicators                                                              

13.1 learners’ English language proficiency and  

past English language learning experiences  

 

 describes how  students’ past experiences 

affect their English language learning and 

their proficiency level  

 explains behaviors of traditional and 

communicative oriented language learners  

 describes strategies that slow, average and 

fast learners employ in learning English 

(why learners’ proficiency differ) 

 identify the differences between L1 and L2 
learners 

 

13.2  gender in language learning (social factors)                                                                 explains how male and female students 

differ in opportunities for learning English 

in Ethiopian context  

 explains gender stereotyping  in textbooks  

  identifies learning strategies employed by 
male and female learners 

 

13.3 situations in which students with disabilities 

learn English  

 

 explains how students with disabilities 

differ from others in exploiting 

opportunities and using resources  in 

learning L2  

 identifies the strategies that best supports 

special need students in leaning English 
language 

13.4  resources available for the English language 

learning and impacts of lack of environmental 

support on second language development                                                          

 mention resources needed/available for L2 

learning 

 describes the impact of environment 

(absence of supportive environment for 

learning English) on learners’ English 
proficiency   
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3.4.1 Standards for Professional English Language Skills  

Standard 1 Reading skills                                              Performance indicators                                                         

1.1 making predictions  predicts content of texts from a, topic, 
title, extract. etc. 

 

1.2 skimming  identifies overall idea (gist) 

 

1.3 scanning  identifies specific information 

 

1.4 making note of main ideas  identifies  main ideas 

 

1.5 inferring meanings of words and syntaxes   guesses meanings of  words  using clues 
(contexts, synonyms, antonyms, etc.) 

 understands syntaxes used  

 

1.6 interpreting information  interprets pieces of information given in  

graphs, diagrams, etc 

 makes inferences about referential and 

propositional meanings 

 

1.7 transferring information  transforms written information in tables 

1.8 organization of ideas  identifies organization of ideas in texts 

 identifies  references and linking words 

 identifies relationships between parts of 
texts 

 interprets discourse markers 

 

1.9 facts and opinions  

 

 identifies writer’s attitudes 

 interprets writer’s purposes 

 identifies evidence to support/justify 

opinions/arguments 

 identifies and explains its main purpose 
and effect on the reader 

3.4 Standards for English Language Teachers Teaching Grades 11 & 12 
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1.10 making notes and writing summaries  makes notes of main ideas and writes 

summaries  

 

Standard 2 Vocabulary skills                                                                         Performance indicators                                                         

2.1 skills of using clues in guessing  uses clues such as synonyms, antonyms, 

collocations, word combinations such as 

prefixes and suffixes, specific and wider 
contexts  

2.2 skills of using words appropriately   uses appropriate words in expressing  
ideas in speaking and writing 

2.3 skills of vocabulary storing and retrieving 
strategies  

 

 associates new words with other known 

words , grouping words learned in English 

in some meaningful way, creating mental 

image of words, keeping records of words, 
practicing, etc.) 

2.4 skills in showing the meanings of words in 

relation to other words (how they differ or 

similar)   

 

 organizes words according to meaning 

relationships (synonyms and antonyms, 

hyponyms, or hierarchies, homonymy and 
polysemy) 

 

Standard 3 Grammar  performance indicators                                                         

3.1 grammar change and meaning  shows how grammar change affects  
meaning 

3.2 grammar to convey meaning   uses appropriate grammar to convey ideas 

in contexts  

 uses accurate grammar in speaking and 
writing and conveying ideas 

3.3 grammar to express moods  expresses certainties, probabilities, 
obligations, etc. using grammar 

 

3.4 grammar in contexts/situations  changes the use of grammar depending on 

contexts (e. g, the use of passive and active 
voices) 

Standard 4 Listening skills                                     Performance indicators                                                         

4.1 making predictions  predicts the content (of all or part) using a 

variety of contextual clues (such as the 

topic, , the situation or by doing pre-

listening activities 
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4.2 gist/overall idea  identifies the overall/gist of the listening 

text 

4.3 main ideas and details from listening texts 

 

 identifies main ideas and details from 
listening texts 

 

4.4 structure/organization of listening texts 

 

 identifies logical relationships of ideas and 

chunks  

 identify discourse markers (sequencing 
words and cohesive devices) and tenses 

 

4.5 taking notes to summarize/retell stories from 
listening  

 takes notes to retell/summarize  

4.6 speakers’ points of view  interprets speaker’s attitude 

 tells feelings of the speaker 

 identifies purpose of the speaker 

Standard 5 Speaking skills                                     Performance indicators                                                         

5.1 use English in and outside classrooms  uses English in schools, classrooms and 

outside (in getting lessons started, giving 

instructions, conducting lessons, 

communicating with students and ending 

lessons, telling others about oneself in 

English, giving responses, giving 

explanations in, making impromptu 
speeches, etc.)  

5.2 use appropriate English to communicate in 
different social contexts (formal and informal) 

 asks for clarification 

 expresses regret 

 corrects oneself 

 generalises and makes exceptions 

 changes and comes back to the subject 

 demands explanations 

 asks for opinions and clarifications 

 agrees, disagrees and expresses simple 

counter arguments 

 discusses advantages and disadvantages and 

come to a consensus 

 paraphrases ideas/sentences 

 gives explanations (e.g. express cause and 

effect) 

 recounts stories and experiences in the 

past using a range of structures  
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 talks about a hypothetical present/past  

 talks about the future using a range of 

structures 

 asks and respond accurately to a range of 

open, closed and follow-on questions 

(including in an interview) 

 reports information/what he/she has heard 

 contributes to and develop conversations 

about the unit topic 

 uses appropriate turn-taking strategies 

 takes part in job-related speaking activities 

and a job interview 

 
5.3 use English in making speeches   makes public speeches,  conducts 

presentations,  arguments, etc.  

  gives and initiates discussion on a short 
presentation on a topic 

 

Standard 6 Writing skills                                        Performance indicators                                                         

6.1  communicating in written English  writes letters, takes minutes, writes 

applications, requests, notes and others 

socially written texts  

6.2  writing academic paragraphs and essays   develops organized academic paragraphs 

and essays  

 writes descriptions, expositions, 

narrations, argumentations, instructions 
and labels illustrations  

 

6.3 writing reports   interprets statistics and writes reports 

6.4  distinguishing  features of academic  
paragraphs and essays  

 explains fundamental features of an 
academic paragraph and essay 

 

6.5   using mechanics   uses mechanics in writing to communicate 

ideas  

6.6 writing summaries    makes and takes notes, and writes 
summaries  

                             3.4.2 Standards for Professional Knowledge  

Standard 7 Objective knowledge Performance indicators                                                              

7.1 objectives of learning/teaching English at 

preparatory level 
 explains objectives of syllabuses for the 

level 
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Standard 8 Content knowledge  Performance indicators                                                             

8.1 contents of the English language syllabuses 

(knowledge and skills emphasized) 
 describes vocabulary developing strategies 

proposed in the textbooks 

  explains grammar areas covered (new 

grammar items and those presented for 
reinforcement) 

 identifies reading skills emphasized  

 describes writing skills targeted  

 explains speaking skills targeted  

 tells aims of  listening activities  

 describes horizontal and vertical 
relationships of syllabuses  

Standard 9 Knowledge about language                                                             Performance indicators                                                              

9. 1 aspects of knowing a ‘word’ 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 identifies literary and contextual meanings, 

word grammar, collocations, spellings, 

similarities and differences of meanings of 

words, parts of speeches, etc. of words in 

the English textbooks  

 matches words with their 

meanings/definitions 

 identifies parts of words (prefixes and 

suffixes) 

 completes blank spaces in sentences and 

paragraphs using the given words, or 

phrases 

 organizes words under topics 

 

9.2 grammar rules and tendencies   gives examples that show grammar rules 

are not hard and fast, but tendencies, and 
grammar rules depend on contexts  

9.3 basic grammar rules (identify grammatically 

correct and incorrect sentences)  
 identifies grammatically correct and 

incorrect sentences 

 changes sentences from on form to the 

other (e.g. positive to negatives or 

interrogatives) 

 identifies situations in which grammar 

forms are used (e.g. use of active and 
passive, different forms of tenses, etc.) 

 

Standard 10 Second language 

activities/tasks knowledge  

Performance indicators                                                              

10.1 vocabulary developing and retaining activities   describes vocabulary developing activities  
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that train learners i.e. identifying problem-

solving activities such as  making guesses, 

presenting words in lexical sets, 

collocations, semantic relationships, etc. 

 identifies vocabulary practising activities   

 

10.2 activities for introducing, practicing and 

reinforcing grammar items 
 explains contexts for  introducing new 

grammar items (e.g. using classroom 

context, timetable, short reading text, 

dialogue, or imaginary situations)  

 describes contextualized grammar drilling 

activities (controlled, semi-controlled and 

free)  

 describes types of grammar reinforcing 
exercises 

 

10.3 types of reading activities/tasks (the reading-

approach to reading) 
 describes nature and types of reading texts 

for practsing reading skills 

  identifies different reading activities 

targeting different reading skills 

 explains question types for developing 

reading skills (e.g. open-ended questions, 

multiple choice, true/false, matching, 
labeling, transferring, etc.)  

 

10.4 types of product and process-oriented  

writing activities  
 describes the importance of different  

writing activities such as parallel writings, 

reordering words to make sentences, 

expanding notes, reordering sentences to 

make a story, completing a text, dictations, 

completing, or writing letter, writing 

summaries, and practising contextualized 

free writing activities  

 explains nature of  product and process 
oriented writing tasks/activities 

10.5 types of listening activities 

 
 describes different types of listening 

tasks(e.g. listen and answer, listen and 

match, listen and label, listen and reorder, 

listen and draw, etc.) 

 

10.6 different types of speaking activities to be 

practiced 

 

 describes principles of communicative 

activities (the ‘gap’ principle and the ‘task’ 

principle and speaking activities to be 
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practiced (e.g. substitution dialogues, role 

cards, games, role-plays, dramas, debates, 

public speaking, talking about school rules, 
one’s interests, etc.) 

 

10.7 poor and good language learning activities                                                            describes poor and good language 

tasks/activities (vocabulary, grammar, 

reading, speaking, writing and listening)  

 explains  reasons for using different 

activities and question types in practsing 

the language skills 

 

10.8 techniques of modifying/adapting ill-designed 

language activities in the English textbooks for 

Grades                         

 describes techniques of modifying/adapting 

ill-designed language activities 

 modifies/adapts ill-designed tasks  in the 

English textbooks using different 

techniques 

Standard 11 Second language pedagogy 

knowledge  

 

Performance indicators                                                              

 

11.1 train learners in vocabulary developing and 

retention strategies, and employ techniques 
for vocabulary presentations in the classroom  

 

 demonstrates how to train learners in 

guessing strategies using clues, using 

dictionaries, using collocations, presenting 

words in relationships, presenting words in 

topics, word combinations, etc. 

 describes techniques for retaining new 

words (e.g. paying attention to 

collocations, making mental image that 

connects to L1, or grouping words 

according to topics)  

 

11.2 present and conduct grammar tasks  describes contexts for introducing 

grammar items and helping learners drilling 

controlled, guided and contextualized 

grammar activities 

 explains deductive and inductive 
approaches to grammar teaching 

 

11.3 help learners develop  reading skills using the 
reading approach to reading 

 explains stages and techniques of teaching 

reading skills using pre-reading activities 

(to give purpose for reading, develop 

interest, to bring their knowledge of the 

topic to the passage, to establish 

expectations/make predictions, and to 

teach any key vocabulary), while-reading 

activities (setting tasks for reading for gist, 
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for details, etc.) and post-reading activities 

(to check students’ overall 

comprehension, to encourage learners to 

evaluate the passage, to get them relate to 

their own experiences, and to get students 

imagine themselves in the situation in the 
text).  

 

11.4   how to guide learners develop writing 

skills   employing the process-oriented 
techniques in the classroom  

 describes nature and types of  the process 

approach to teaching writing i.e., using 

interesting, motivating and contextualized 

writing activities graded in terms of 

language and experiences. 

  enable students to express their own 

ideas/write about themselves, using 

activities that are suitable for discussion 

and writing in groups,  

 encourage learners to draft, then improve 

and redraft 

  integrate writing with other skills, 

 monitor during activity and give helpful and 
supportive feedback.  

 

11.5 train learners develop listening skills  

 

 describes how to conduct  listening 

tasks(e.g. listen and answer, listen and 

match, listen and label, listen and reorder, 

.listen and draw, etc.) 

 

11.6 how to organize speaking tasks and learners  
for practicing speaking skills in the classroom  

 

 explains ways of conducting  speaking  

activities individually and in pairs/groups  

 explains ways of  conducting  controlled, 
guided and freer  speaking activities  

 

11.7 instructional strategies that facilitate second 

language learning  

 

 explains  how teachers’, past language 

learning and teaching experiences influence 

teachers teaching behaviors 

  describes how teachers’ belief systems 

about teaching and learning language 

influence their teaching behaviors 

 describes how teachers behaviors create 

extrinsic and intrinsic motivations 

11.8 the importance of collaborative language 

learning strategies  
 describes theoretical assumptions behind 

collaborative language teaching and 

learning  

 describes language activities practiced 
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individually, in pairs and groups 

 explains the advantages and possible 

disadvantages of  pair and group works in 

second language  

 demonstrates how to organize learners for 

pair and group works  

 tells the roles of groups members in 

second language learning 

Standard 12 Continuous assessment 

techniques  and  language testing knowledge                                                        

Performance indicators                                                              

12.1 knowledge of progress and summative tests 

(how they differ in purposes and design) 
 explains purposes. designs and 

administrations of the tests 

12.2knowledge of  techniques of conducting 

continuous assessments and tests, and giving 

feedbacks 

 describes techniques of conducting 

continuous assessments 

 explains techniques of giving  feedbacks on 

students’ performances 

12.3  knowledge of question types used for testing 

vocabulary, reading, grammar, speaking, listening 

and writing skills 

 describes types of questions used in 

testing the language skills  

 explains features of good and poor test 

items  

 identifies  poor and good language test 

items   

 improves poor language test items 

 designs good language test items for the 

skills 

12.4 washback effects of tests  explains washback effects of exams on 

students’ performances and teachers’ 

teaching behaviors 

Standard 13 Learner knowledge  Performance indicators                                                              

13.1 learners’ English language proficiency and 

their past English language learning experiences  

 

 studies students’ past the English language 

experiences and their proficiency level  

 explains behaviors of traditional and 

communicative oriented language learners  

 describes strategies that slow, average and 

fast learners employ in learning English 

(why learners’ proficiency differ) 

 describes inter and intra-language 

development stages (interferences of L1 

and L2) and giving support 

 

13.2 gender in language learning (social factors)                                                                 explains how male and female students 

differ in opportunities for learning English 

in Ethiopian context  

 explains gender stereotyping  in textbooks  

  identifies learning strategies employed by 
male and female learners 
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13.3 situations in which students with disabilities 

learn English  

 

 explains how students with disabilities 

differ from others in exploiting 

opportunities and using resources  in 

learning L2  

13.4  resources available for the English language 

learning and impacts of lack of environmental 

support on second language development                                                          

 describes the impact of environment 

(absence of supportive environment for 

learning English) on learners’ English 

proficiency   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


