
 

                      Standards for Mother Tongue teachers grade 5-8 

                                               Standard 1: Knows students and how they learn  

Elements Indicators 

1: The competent mother 

tongue teacher demonstrate 

physical, social, intellectual 

and emotional development 

of students 

 

 Uses the school compound to enhance students learning 

 Prepares learning experiences sequentially based on interests and 

learning styles of students 

 Assigns different functions for instructional processes based on the 

content and learning experiences 

  Identifies individual and group learning outcomes 

 Responds to students’ questions and emotional needs by providing 

appropriate support 

 

 

2: The competent mother tongue 

teacher understand how students 

learn 

 Encourages students to take responsibility for achieving learning goals 

 Form peer groups through rapport and value each student as an 

individual  

 Specifies the learning experiences to students 

 Empowers students’ self esteem 

 Facilitates collaborative learning 

 Respect dialects of students 

 

3: The competent mother 

tongue teacher understands 

students with different 

backgrounds 

 

 Respects diversity of linguistic, culture, religion and socio-economic 

aspects 

 Treats students equitably  

 Communicates with students of different needs 

 

4 The competent mother 

tongue teacher identifies 

teaching that meets the needs 

of students with special needs 

 

 

 Employs inclusive teaching style 

 Identifies gifted students 

 Respects all students as complete individuals 

 Listens to students’ comments, questions and responds positively on 

time 

 Provides appropriate support for students with disabilities 

  

 

                   Standard two፡- Content & Pedagogic Knowledge  

 

Element Indicators: 

1: Graph phonemic Awareness (Reading)  Knows how to teach grapheme-sound correspondence 

 Knows how to teach grapheme-sound  matching explicitly 

 Understands reading  words  is more advanced than spelling 

 Exploits opportunities to use the new words in reading (and writing) 

 Knows students’ instructional level 

 Understands that students learn words independently in  reading and 

writing 



 

2: Fluency 

 

 Knows that repeated reading, writing, listening and speaking leads to 

automaticity 

 Knows that improvement and growth in fluency is achievable 

 Understands that improvements and growth in fluency are 

measurable 

 Knows students’ independent level of learning 

 Knows that fluency begins with decoding accurately 

 Knows that students need to self correct in order to increase fluency 

 Knows that students need to improve spelling 

 Knows that students need to use punctuation and spacing 

 Knows that students read with expression at advanced level  

 Knows that students follow writing conventions at more advanced 

level of fluency 

 Knows sentence structure and paragraph structure, word length and  

word frequency determine fluency 

 Knows eye scanning is used to predict the upcoming text with 

varying degrees of success 

 Knows arrangement of words in sentences, clauses and phrases 

varies by language and children who are aware of the structure of a 

language are fluent in language skills 

 Knows the discourse structure such as main character, narrative 

tense, beginning and ending proverb, plot, setting, etc. 

 

3: Vocabulary  knows how to use knowledge of vocabulary in the classroom 

 Knows that receptive vocabulary is understanding the meaning when 

hearing and reading a word 

 Knows that expressive vocabulary is understanding the meaning 

when speaking and writing 

 Knows that contextual analysis is inferring or predicting a word from 

the context in which it applies 

 Knows that morphemic analysis is inferring the meaning of words by 

examining its meaningful parts (roots, stems, affixes) 

 Knows how to teach the form and meaning of words explicitly 

 Knows how to exploit opportunities to use the new words in reading, 

writing and speaking 

 Knows that receptive (reading) words are more advanced than  

expressive (spelling ) 

 At this level (5-8), the teacher understands students can learn words 

independently and their ability of categorizing words, exploring 

generative aspects of words  and the use of references increases; and 

knows how to enhance their skill of reading/writing words 

 Knows that the mother tongue has different dialects but no one 

dialect is inherently better than any other 

 Knows that one dialect can differ from the main dialect in sound, 



word or grammar 

 Knows the influence of other languages on the mother tongue 

 

4: Comprehension 

 

 Knows that comprehension develops through oral language 

opportunities in the classroom 

 Knows that students need to be motivated or activated before 

reading, while reading and after reading 

 Know that the application of background knowledge to text enhances 

comprehension 

 Knows comprehension strategies such as goal setting, asking 

questions before reading facilitate comprehension 

 Knows type of essay, type of genre, quality of text, density and 

difficulty of concepts are text based factors that determine 

comprehension 

 Knows adapting strategies that match the reader’s goals, 

familiarizing with different text types and structures, distinguishing 

between facts and opinions and drawing logical conclusions enhance 

the level of comprehension 

 Knows that phonological, graph phonemic, fluency, vocabulary, 

prior knowledge and engagement and interest are reader based 

factors that determine level of comprehension 

 Knows that there are four types of questions to assess 

comprehension: right there, think and search, text and me and on 

my own 

 Knows that comprehension starts with listening and writing can start 

by speaking and using images 

 Knows that students apply and demonstrate comprehension through 

writing 

 



5: Composition 

 

 Knows that explicit instruction is very important for composition and 

mechanics in the classroom 

 Knows that composition starts by modeling 

 Knows that guided practice enhances skill of composition 

 Knows that independent practice develops the ability of writing essay 

writing 

 Knows that writing ability is developed by recursive writing as 

composition is a process 

 Understands that opinion is a piece of writing on topics or texts 

supporting a point of view with reason 

 Knows that argument is a piece of writing to support claims with 

clear reasons and relevant evidence 

 Knows that expository is a piece of writing that informs or explains a 

topic and share ideas 

 Knows that narrative is a piece of writing to develop real or imagined 

experiences or events using effective technique, descriptive details, 

clear event sequences and satisfying ending 

 Knows forms and functions of a class of words: pronouns, nouns, 

verbs, adjectives, prepositions, postpositions and adverb 

Standards for Professional Mother tongue Language Skills  

Standard 6. Reading skill                                          

Mother tongue language teacher teaching Grades 5-8 

has to have skill of:   

Indicators         

 He/ She:  

  rewrites the meanings of sentences in his/her words  

 identifies the main and specific ideas from paragraphs and 

essays  

 

 interprets graphs, diagrams, etc 

 identifies coherences and cohesive devices  in paragraphs 

and essays  

 

 explains what writer’s intention- to introduce, explain, 

describe, narrate, argue, or  conclude  

Standard 7. Writing skill             

Mother tongue teacher teaching Grades 5-8 has to 

have skill of : 

Indicators    

 He/ She:  

 writes personal letters, notes, applications, etc.  

 uses appropriate words in his/her writings 

 

 organizes ideas in paragraphs and essays using appropriate 

references and linking words 

 writes organized paragraphs and short essays 

 



 reorders jumbled sentences creating coherent paragraphs 

 

 writes parallel paragraphs and short essays following the 
given structure 

 uses capital letters and basic punctuation marks such as 

commas, semi colons, etc. 

Standard 8. Listening skill  

Mother tongue language teacher teaching Grades 5-8 

has to have skill of: 

Indicators    

He/ She:   

 identifies main and details of short listening texts 

 identifies chunks of listening texts 

 reorders ideas of  listening texts given in jumbled order  

 identifies markers used in listening texts 

 

 interprets speaker’s purpose: to give information, to argue, 

to give instruction 

 takes notes and retells/summarizes  

Standard 9. Speaking skill                                        

Mother tongue language teacher teaching Grades 5-8 

has to have skill of: 

  

Indicators      

 He/ She:   

 uses Mother tongue in greetings, getting lessons started, 

giving instructions, conducting lessons, communicating 

with students in the classrooms and ending lessons and 

outside classrooms 

 tells about himself/herself, family, hobbies 

 gives spontaneous responses, explanations, etc.  

 gives explanations, makes presentations, conducts 
arguments, etc. 

Standard1.Subject  Specific pedagogy knowledge  

A Mother Tongue language teacher teaching Grades 

5-8 need to have knowledge of :  

Indicators                                                                

 

1.1.strategies  for vocabulary teaching/learning at 

lower intermediate level 
 explains   clues, meaning relationships (synonyms, 

antonyms),collocations, contexts, etc.) to guess meanings 

 describes retention strategies 

1.2.approaches and techniques of teaching reading 

skill 
 explains the reading approach to teaching reading 

 identifies stages in conducting reading activities (pre, 

while and post) 

 identifies  behaviors of good readers and poor readers and 

encourages students to exercise the behaviors of good 
reader. 

1.3techniques of helping learners develop 

handwriting skills and early writing skills 
 describes different techniques of helping learners practice 

lower intermediate  writing skills using controlled, guided 

and semi-guided activities 

 explains process approach to teaching writing (helping 

learners at different steps in writing) 

 identifies differences between writing for fluency and 

accuracy 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 explains techniques for giving oral and written feedbacks 

1.4.techniques of  helping learners develop  upper 

primary grades listening skills 
 describes techniques for practicing listening 

 explains stages in conducting listening activities(pre, while 

and post) 

 explains techniques of  conducting listening  activities 

individually and in pairs/groups 

1.5.techniques of  helping learners develop speaking 

skills at upper primary grades 
 explains ways of conducting  speaking  activities 

individually and pairs/groups  

 explains techniques of  conducting  controlled, guided and 
freer  speaking activities 

Standard.2 Continuous assessments and second 

language testing   A Mother Tongue language 

teacher teaching Grades 5-8 need to have knowledge 

of :                                       

Indicators  

H/She:  

2.1. knowledge of progress and summative tests 

(how they differ in purposes and design) 
 explains purposes ,design and administration of the two 

tests  

2.2.knowledge of  techniques of conducting 

continuous assessments and giving feedbacks 
 identifies techniques of conducting continuous assessments 

 explains techniques of giving  feedbacks on students’ 

performances 

2.3  knowledge of question types used for testing 

vocabulary, reading, grammar, speaking, 

listening and writing skills 

 describes types of questions to be used in testing the 

language knowledge and skills  

 identifies  poor and good language test items   

2.4.skill of setting/designing appropriate  test items  designs good language test items for testing Mother 

Tongue language knowledge and skills  

2.5.reasons for planning instructions and how to plan 

instructions for teaching mother tongue. 

 

 explains the importance of preparing lesson plans 

 shows the format and contents of lesson plans 

 prepares daily, weekly, biannually and yearly plans  

Standard 3 Learner knowledge  

A Mother Tongue language teacher teaching Grades 

5-8 need to have knowledge of 

Indicators     

       He/ She: 

 

3.1. learners’ mother tongue  language 

experiences  

 

 identifies students’ Mother Tongue language proficiency 

level 

 identifies experiences of students in Mother Tongue 

language learning  

 identifies preferred learning styles of the learners 

 explains strategies that learners use 

 identifies learner paces in language development and gives 

necessary support 

 describes inter and intra-language development stages and 

explains ways of giving support 

 

3.2. problems of students with disabilities in L1 

learning                                                            
 explains how students with disabilities differ from others 

in exploiting opportunities and resources  in learning 

Mother Tongue   

 

3.3. gender in language learning (social factors)                                                                 explains how opportunities of learning Mother Tongue 

differ for  male and female students  

 identifies how textbooks use gender stereotyping   

  identifies learning strategies employed by male and 

female learners 

 

Standard 4. Planning for instructions  A Mother 

Tongue language teacher teaching Grades 5-8 need 

to  have knowledge of                                                

Indicators  

He/She:  

 

4.1.reasons for planning instructions and how to plan 

instructions for teaching Mother Tongue 

 

 explains the importance of preparing lesson plans 

 shows the format and contents of lesson plans 

 prepares daily, weekly, biannually and yearly plans  


