
 
 
 

Standards for Mother Tongue teachers grade 1-4 

          Standard 1: Knows students and how they learn    
Element Indicators:  

 
1: demonstrates physical, 

social, intellectual and 

emotional development of 

students 

 

 Uses the school compound  to enhance students learning 

 Prepares learning experiences sequentially based on interests and 

learning styles of students 

 Assigns different functions for instructional processes based on the 

content and learning experiences 

  Identifies individual and group learning outcomes 

 Responds to students’ questions and emotional needs by  

providing appropriate support 

 

 
2: understands how 

students learn  

 

 

 Encourages students to take responsibility for achieving learning 

goals 

 Form peer groups through rapport and value each student as an 

individual  

 Specifies the learning experiences to students 

 Empowers students’ self esteem 

 Facilitates collaborative learning 

 Respect dialects of student 

3:understands students with 
different backgrounds 

 Treats Respects diversity of linguistic, culture, religion and socio-

economic aspects 

 students equitably  

 Communicates with students of different needs 

4:identifies teaching that 

meets the needs of 

students with special needs 

 

 

 Employs inclusive teaching style 

 Identifies gifted students 

 Respects all students as complete individuals 

 Listens to students’ comments, questions and responds positively 

on time 

 Provides appropriate support for students with disabilities 

 
 

           Standard two፡- Content & pedagogic knowledge  

 

1: Listening/ Speaking 
 

 
 Has ability to hear and identify consonant and vowel 

sounds 
 Knows and teaches how to break words into syllables 

and phonemes  and   how to say them 
 Knows how to segment individual words into sounds 
 Can identify initial, final and medial sounds in one syllable 

words 
 Can tell the difference between sounds and words 
 Can identifies the difference between speech sounds and 

non-speech sounds 
 Knows words that rhyme 
 Knows how to produce words that rhyme 
 Can orally combine/blend syllables 
 Knows how to orally combine/blend phonemes/sounds 



 Knows differences of voices between speech and non-
speech sounds 

 Knows different roles of intonation, tone, rhyme, etc. 
 Differentiates between long vowels, short vowels, 

consonant geminates, consonant clusters 
 Knows unique listening skills required by different listening 

types and purposes 
 

   
2: Reading  Knows the orthography of the mother tongue 

 Links or matches the symbol to a sound 
 Says common sounds associated with individual letters  
 Produces and says words with consonant geminates, 

long and short vowels, diphthongs and digraphs 
 Produces letter-sound correspondences (first he writes 

then he says) 
 Produces sound-letter correspondences (first he says 

then he writes) 
 Blends or combines letter sounds in one syllable words 
 Decodes words with consonant blends and words with 

letter combinations 
 Decodes words with letter combinations and words with 

3-4 syllables 
 Produces common word parts (nouns, adjectives, verbs, 

adverbs and prepositions) 
 Reads multisyllabic, compound words, inflectional 

endings automatically 
 Uses word meaning and word order in the sentence to 

confirm decoding effort 
 Uses word structure knowledge to recognize multisyllabic 

words 
 

 
3: Writing  Writes the script of the  mother tongue 

 Writes the symbol and says the sound   
 Writes all letters which are associated with one sound  
 Writes words with consonant geminates, long and short 

vowels, diphthongs and digraphs and says them 
 Writes one syllable by combining letters  
 Writes  words  with different syllables  by combining 

letters  
 Writes  common word parts (nouns, adjectives, verbs, 

adverbs and prepositions) 
 Writes compound words, inflectional endings  
 Writes a sentence using the correct word order of the 

language 
 Writes a word by combining different morphemes 

 
4: Fluency  Reads connected text accurately and fluently 

 Fluently says sounds, syllables, consonants clusters, 
rhymes, word parts  

 Automatically writes letters, syllables, words, compound 
words, rhymes after hearing 

 Reads and self correct while reading 
 

 
5: Vocabulary  Knows receptive vocabulary-he can associate a specific 

meaning when hearing or reading a word 
 Knows expressive vocabulary-he can produce (say or 

write) a word when given the meaning 
 Knows contextual analysis-he can infer or predict a word 

from the context in which it appears 
 Knows morphemic analysis-he can infer the meaning of 

words by examining its meaningful parts (i.e., prefixes, 
suffixes, roots, etc.) 

 Knows synonyms, antonyms and multiple meaning words 
and how to teach them 

 
6.Composition 

 Uses strategies and skills to construct meaning during 
and after reading 

 Applies his knowledge and experiences to the text 
 Ensures that the goals of reading are aligned with the 

text 



 Recognizes the author’s  purpose 
 Distinguishes between facts and opinions  
 Draws logical conclusions 

 
 

 

 

 

                    Standards for  Professional mother tongue Skills 
Standard 1 Reading skill                     
Mother tongue teacher teaching 
Grades 1-4 has to have:   

Indicators                                                        

 He/ She:  
 identifies meanings of simple and compound sentences  

 identifies main and specific ideas of short  paragraphs and essays  
 

 identifies organization of ideas among  sentences in short 
paragraphs and essays 
 

 interprets writer’s intention in short paragraphs and short essays: 
introduce, explain, describe, narrate, argue, or  conclude ideas 

Standard 2 Writing skill                                
Mother tongue teacher teaching 
Grades 1-4 has to have skill of: 

Indicators                                                       

He/ She:  
  shapes letters and copies words keeping lines, etc. 

(demonstrates legible handwriting skill ) 

 joins sentences to form logically accepted sentences matching 
given phrases/clauses 

 creates accurate and logically accepted sentences using given 
cohesive words 

 expresses him/herself, family, hobby, etc. in writing  

 reorders jumbled sentences to create organized paragraphs  

 writes organized paragraphs of 7-10 sentences using 
grammatically correct sentences and mechanics 

Standard 5 Listening skill                        
Mother tongue teacher teaching 
Grades 1-4 has to have: 

Indicators                                                         

He/ She:   
 identifies main and details of short listening texts 

 reorders parts of  listening texts given in jumbled order  
 

 interprets speaker’s purpose: to give information, to argue, to give 
instruction, etc. 

Standard 6 Speaking skill                 
Mother tongue teacher teaching 
Grades 1-4 has to have skill of: 

Indicators                                                                         

 He/ She:   
 uses Mother tongue  in greetings, getting lessons started, giving 

instructions, conducting lessons, communicating with students in 
the classrooms and ending lessons 

 talks about himself/herself, family, hobbies, etc. 



 gives spontaneous responses, explanations, etc.  

 
  



 

Standard 1 language 
pedagogy knowledge  
A Mother  Tongue 
Teacher teaching Grade 
1-4 need to have 
knowledge: 

Indicators   He/ She 

1.1techniques for teaching 
concrete and basic 
vocabulary at lower 
grades 

 explains how to use objects, pictures, gestures, etc., in teaching words 
 demonstrates/shows how to help learners practice new words 

1.2approaches and 
techniques of teaching 
initial reading and early 
reading comprehension 

 explains approaches to teaching initial reading(identifying letters, the 
phonic and the reading approaches)  and explains the advantage and 
disadvantage of each approach 

 explains techniques of  teaching initial reading (using pictures, flash 
cards, etc.)  

 explains the advantages of oral reading at lower grades 
  explains techniques for practicing early reading comprehension skills 

 
1.3techniques for helping 
learners practice grammar 
activities at lower grades 

explains techniques for presenting and practicing basic grammar rules 

11.2 techniques of helping 
learners develop 
handwriting skills and 
early writing skills 

 

 explains ways of forming letters and connecting letters in writing 
words/phrases/clauses/sentences 

 describes techniques of helping learners practice early writing skills using 
(copying, controlled, guided and semi-guided activities 

 
11.3 techniques of  

helping learners 
develop early 
listening skills  

 

 explains techniques for teaching listening skills (listen and respond, listen 
and do, etc.) 

 

techniques of  helping 
learners develop speaking 
skills at lower grades 

 explains techniques of conducting controlled oral practice  
 describes techniques of conducting guided and semi-guided oral 

practices 

  Standard 2.Learner 
knowledge   A Mother  
Tongue Teacher teaching 
Grades 1-4 need to have 
knowledge: 

Indicators                                                            He/ She: 

2.1beginner first  
language learners  from 
different backgrounds  

 

 tells behaviors of  beginner learners from  urban/rural areas, 
educated/uneducated families, rich/poor families  

 tells impacts of culture (the way children are shaped and expected to 
behave in the society) on language learning in the classrooms 

2.2 problems of students 
with disabilities in Mother  
Tongue learning 

 identifies problems that learners with  disabilities face in using/exploiting 
available school resources in learning Mother  Tongue and indicates 
possible ways of helping them 

2.3 issues related to 
gender in language 
learning (social factors) 

 explains learning strategies employed by male and female learner 

 
2.4 styles and 
strategies that students 
use in learning Mother  
Tongue language at 
lower grades 

 identifies strategies that slow, average and fast learners employ in 
learning languages 

 identifies preferred learning styles of  slow, average and fast learners 

Standard 3.Continuous 
assessments and first 
language testing A 

Indicators  



Mother  Tongue 
Teacher teaching Grade 
s 1-4 need to have 
knowledge       

 He/ She: 

3.1knowledge of  
techniques of 
conducting continuous 
assessments and giving 
feed backs 

 identifies techniques of conducting continuous assessments 
 explains techniques of giving feed backs on students’ performances 

  3.2.knowledge of type 
and purposes of questions 
in language testing  

 

 describes types of questions for testing language skills and knowledge 
 identifies poor and good language testing items   

3.2. skill of 
setting/designing 
appropriate  testing items 

 designs good language test items for testing the Mother  tongue  
designs good language test items for testing the Mother  Tongue 
language skills and knowledge language skills and knowledge 

 

 


