
Standard 1: Knows students and how they learn Grade (11-

12) 

Element Element 

1: The competent 

mother tongue 

teacher 

demonstrate 

physical, social, 

intellectual and 

emotional 

development of 

students 

 

 Uses the school compound to enhance students 

learning 

 Prepares learning experiences sequentially based on 

interests and learning styles of students 

 Assigns different functions for instructional processes 

based on the content and learning experiences 

  Identifies individual and group learning outcomes 

 Responds to students’ questions and emotional needs 

by providing appropriate support 

 

2The competent 
mother tongue 
teacher understand 
how students learn 

 Encourages students to take responsibility for achieving 

learning goals 

Form peer groups through rapport and value each student 

as an individual  

 Specifies the learning experiences to students 

 Empowers students’ self esteem 

 Facilitates collaborative learning 

 Respect dialects of students 

 

3: The competent 

mother tongue 

teacher 

understands 

students with 

different 

 Respects diversity of linguistic, culture, religion and socio-

economic aspects 

 Treats students equitably  

 Communicates with students of different needs 

 

 



backgrounds 

 

4: The competent 

mother tongue 

teacher identifies 

teaching that 

meets the needs of 

students with 

special needs 

 

 

 Employs inclusive teaching style 

 Identifies gifted students 

 Respects all students as complete individuals 

 Listens to students’ comments, questions and responds 

positively on time 

 Provides appropriate support for students with 

disabilities 

 

 

 
 

 
 

Standard two 
Know the content & how to teach it 
 

Element Indicators 

1: Writing skill  Knows how to write explanatory/informative essay to 

examine a topic and share ideas 

 Knows how to write narratives to develop real or imagined 

experiences or events using effective technique, 

descriptive details, clear event sequence and a satisfying 

ending 

 Knows how to write and how to teach a short story 

 Knows how to write a paragraph using rules 

 Knows how to write a paragraph using idioms and 



proverbs 

 Uses coordinating conjunctions and transition words in 

writing composition 

 Uses punctuation marks in writing composition 

 Knows rules of paragraph writing and how to teach them 

Writes and teaches declarative, interrogative, exclamatory and 
imperative sentences 

2: Comprehension 
of text structure 

 Uses information from simple table, maps and charts to 

understand about the topic 

 Knows how to use and how to teach titles, headers and 

bold text to locate information 

 Knows how to read signs, captions and labels to 

understand text 

 Knows cause and effect: organizational patterns of a text 

 Knows compare and contrast: organizational patterns of a 

text 

 Knows problem and solution: organizational pattern of a 

text 

 Analyzes texts which use different organizational patterns 

 Recognizes elements of plot: beginning, middle and end 

 Recognizes elements of: fiction and novel(story, plot, 

characters, point of view conflict, setting and theme ) 

Describe the development and how conflicts are resolved 

 

 

3: Literary 

Devices 

 

 Identifies characteristics and structural elements  (e.g. 

Imagery, rhyme, verse, meter of poetry) 

 Criticize plausibility of a literary work 

 Recognizes figurative languages such as idioms, simile, 

metaphor  



 Determines meanings of idiom, simile, metaphor 

 Identify effect of persuasive vocabulary (e.g. Exaggeration, 

hyperbole, emotional appeal) 

 Determines view points 

 Understands metaphorical words in context 

 Analyze author’s word choice 

 Understand and interpret analogies 

 Recognize elements of literature such as flashback, 

narration, dialogue, characterization 

 Analyze the theme of a literary work 

 

4: Genres  Reads and critically responds to realistic fiction 

 Reads and responds to narrative 

 Reads and responds to historical fictions 

 Identifies the features of cultural and historical fiction 

and nonfiction 

 Reads and responds to legend 

 Distinguishes fiction and nonfiction  

 Reads and responds to the biography 

 Reads and responds to expository 

 Reads and responds to the magazine article 

 Reads and responds to the newspaper article 

 Reads and responds to technical manual 

 

5: Vocabulary  Determine word meaning by using the passive morpheme 

 Determine the meaning of a word using the causative 

morpheme 

 Determine the meaning of relational opposites and 

gradable pairs 



 Determine the meanings of ambiguous words using 

contextual meaning 

 Replaces one word with another word in a sentence 

 Classify and categorize increasingly complex words 

 Explain meaning relationship between words 

 Helps students to transfer to dialect in which the language 

is written and learns and appreciates words of other 

dialects 

 Identify denotative and connotative meanings of a word 

 

 

6: Fluency  entities very high oral reading rate which is appropriate for this 

grade level 

 Identifies very high silent reading rate which is appropriate for this 

grade level 

 Practice fluency in a variety of ways, such as partner reading, timed 

repeated reading, reader’s theatre 

Read dialogue with phrasing and expression that reflects understanding 
of character and event 

7: grammar 

 

 Knows and teaches the definition of language 

 Identifies morphemes which derive a noun from a verb 

root 

 Identifies morphemes which derive adjectives from a verb 

root 

 Identifies morphemes which derive a verb from a verb 

 Identifies a morpheme which derives a noun from a noun 

 Identifies a morpheme which derives an adjective from a 

noun 

 Identifies inflectional morphemes that indicate person, 

gender, tense, number, case 



 Corrects ungrammatical sentences  

 Identifies and teaches the word order of the language 

 Writes a correct sentence or clause by combining different 

word parts and words 

 Describes the rules of a sentence 

 Gives phonemic transcription of words/sentences 

 

 

8Making a 

research 

 Identifies a problem area  

 Formulate topic of research 

 Formulate background of the study and forward research 

questions  

 States objectives of the study 

 Reads books and research works on the topic 

 Prepares questionnaires  

 Makes interviews  

 research findings 

 Writes bibliography 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Standard 9 Listening skill 

 

 predicts the content using a variety of 

contextual clues  

 explains the overall/gist of the listening text 

 identifies main ideas and details from listening 

texts  

 identifies organization of ideas and chunks 

identifies discourse markers (sequencing 

words and cohesive devices) and tenses  

 makes notes to retell/summarize  

 

Standard 10 Speaking skills   

 uses Mother tongue in and outside classrooms 

in communicating with students, colleagues, 

making impromptu speeches, etc.  

 tells others about oneself, family, hobbies, etc.  

 asks for and gives information  

 gives reasons for actions/viewpoints, or 

explains cause and effects  

 Conduct public speeches. 

 

 



 

 
 
 
 

Standard 11 Writing skill  Writing for social purposes (e.g. make a note, writing letter( 
job application letters), taking minutes), etc.                                                               

 Identifying faulty sentences (fragment, run-on, subject-verb 

agreement, comma splice, shifts in point of view, faulty 

pronouns, faulty parallelism, misplaced modifiers, etc…)  

 Writing types of sentences (simple, compound, complex, 
and compound-complex) 

 identifies topic and supporting sentences in the paragraph 



 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

  Evaluate a paragraph in relation to basic features of 

paragraph/essay writing (topic sentence, unity, coherence, 

adequate development and use of devices etc.) 

 Producing a well-organized paragraph   (narrative, 
descriptive, expository and persuasive paragraph) 

 Using appropriate cohesive devices in a paragraph 

 Using appropriate mechanics in paragraphs and essays. 

 

 Using function and content words appropriately in their 
writing.  words in expressing  ideas in writing 

 shows how grammar change affects meanings 

 using accurate grammar in  writing to convey ideas 



 

 
 
 

Standard 12. Reading skill  predicting content of texts from pre-reading activities 

 brainstorming lists of ideas before reading a given text 

 identifying  overall idea (gist) from a reading text 

 Identifying specific information from a reading material 
through scanning reading technique. 



 

 Identifying main and minor ideas from a reading text. 

 using clues  as synonyms, antonyms, collocations, word 

combinations such as prefixes and suffixes, specific and 

wider contexts to guess meanings of words from reading 
material 

 interpreting  pieces of information given in  graphs, 

diagrams, etc  

 making inferences 

 transforming written information into tables or chart 

 identifying  organization of ideas in texts 

 identifying  references and linking words from reading texts 

 Identifying writer’s attitude in a given reading passage. 

 interpreting writer’s purpose that he/she wants to achieve 

  predicting content of texts from pre-reading activities 

 brainstorming lists of ideas before reading a given text 



 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 identifying  overall idea (gist) from a reading text 

 Identifying specific information from a reading material 

through scanning reading technique. 

 Identifying main and minor ideas from a reading text. 

 using clues  as synonyms, antonyms, collocations, word 

combinations such as prefixes and suffixes, specific and 

wider contexts to guess meanings of words from reading 
material 

 interpreting  pieces of information given in  graphs, 

diagrams, etc  

 making inferences 

 transforming written information into tables or chart 

 identifying  organization of ideas in texts 

 identifying  references and linking words from reading texts 

 Identifying writer’s attitude in a given reading passage. 

 interpreting writer’s purpose that he/she wants to achieve 



 
 
 

Standard1first language 

pedagogy knowledge 

A mother Tongue 

Language teacher  

teaching Grades 11 & 12 

need to know how to: 

Indicators                                                               
He/ She: 

 

1.1train learners in vocabulary 

developing and retention 

strategies, and employ 

techniques for vocabulary 
presentations in the classroom  

 

 demonstrates how to train learners in guessing 

strategies using clues, using dictionaries, using 

collocations, presenting words in relationships, 

presenting words in topics, word combinations, etc. 

 describes techniques for retaining new words.  

1.2.present and conduct 

grammar tasks 
 describes contexts for introducing grammar items and 

helping learners drilling controlled, guided and 

contextualized grammar activities 

 explains deductive and inductive approaches to 

grammar teaching 

 

1.3.help learners develop  

reading skills using the reading 

approach to reading 

 explains stages and techniques of teaching reading 

skills using pre-reading activities (to give purpose for 

reading, develop interest, to bring their knowledge of 

the topic to the passage, to establish 

expectations/make predictions, and to teach any key 

vocabulary), while-reading activities (setting tasks for 

reading for gist, for details, etc.) and post-reading 

activities (to check students’ overall comprehension, 

to encourage learners to evaluate the passage, to get 

them relate to their own experiences, and to get 

students imagine themselves in the situation in the 

text).  

 

1.1.how to guide learners 

develop writing skills employing 

the process-oriented 

techniques in the classroom  

 describes nature and types of  the process approach 

to teaching writing i.e., using interesting, motivating 

and contextualized writing activities graded in terms 

of language and experiences, enabling students to 

express their own ideas/write about themselves, using 

activities that are suitable for discussion and writing in 

groups, encouraging learners to draft, then improve 

and redraft, integrating writing with other skills, 

monitoring during activity and giving helpful and 

supportive feedback.  

 



1.2.train learners develop 
listening skills  

 

 describe show to conduct  listening tasks(e.g. listen 

and answer, listen and match, listen and label, listen 

and reorder, .listen and draw, etc.) 

 

1.1.how to organize speaking 

tasks and learners  for 

practicing speaking skills in the 

classroom  

 

 explains ways of conducting  speaking  activities 

individually and in pairs/groups 

 explains ways of conducting  controlled, guided and 

freer  speaking activities  

 

Standard 2. Learner 

knowledge A 

mother Tongue 

Language teacher 

11 &12  need to have depth 

knowledge of:  

Indicators                                                          

   He/ She: 

2.1.learners’ Mother 

Tongue language 

proficiency and their 

past Mother Tongue 

language learning 

experiences  

 

 studies students’ past Mother Tongue language 

experiences and their proficiency level 

 explains behaviors of traditional and communicative 

oriented language learners  

 describes strategies that slow, average and fast 

learners employ in learning Mother Tongue (why 
learners’ proficiency differ) 

 

2.2. gender in language 

learning (social factors)                                                                
 explains how male and female students differ in 

opportunities for learning Mother Tongue in 

Ethiopian context 

 explains gender stereotyping  in textbooks  

 identifies learning strategies employed by male and 

female learners 

 

2.3. situations in which 

students with 

disabilities learn Mother 

Tongue 

 explains how students with disabilities differ from 

others in exploiting opportunities and using resources  
in learning L1 

  

Standard 3. Planning for 

instructional 

knowledge A 

mother Tongue 

language teacher 

teaching Grades 11 & 

12 need to have depth 
knowledge of:  

 

Indicators  

He/ She: 

 

3.1.reasons for planning 

instructions and how to 
 explains the importance of preparing lesson plans for 



plan instructions for 

teaching Mother  Tongue 

at secondary level  

 

teaching  Mother tongue 

 describes the format and contents of lesson plans 

 prepares daily, weekly, bi-annually annually  lesson 

plans based on the objectives and the syllabuses 

Standard 4.First 

Language 

instructional 

strategies    

knowledge A 

mother Tongue 

language teacher 

teaching Grades 11 & 

12 need to have depth 

knowledge of:                                         

Indicators                                                             

He/ She: 

 

4.1 instructional strategies 

that facilitate second 

language learning  

 

 explains how teachers’, past language learning and 

teaching experiences influence teachers teaching 

behaviors 

  describes how teachers’ belief systems about 

teaching and learning language influence their teaching 

behaviors 

 describes how teachers behaviors create extrinsic 

and intrinsic motivations 

4.2 the importance of 

collaborative language 

learning strategies  

 describes theoretical assumptions behind 

collaborative language teaching and learning  

 describes language activities practiced individually, in 

pairs and groups 

 explains the advantages and possible disadvantages of  

pair and group works in second language  

 demonstrates how to organize learners for pair and 

group works  

 tells the roles of groups members in second language 

learning 

Standard 5.Continuous 

assessments and 

first  language 

testing                                        

knowledge A 

mother Tongue 

language teacher 

teaching Grades 11 & 

12  need to have:  

Indicators  

He/ She:  

5.1 knowledge of progress 

and summative tests 

(how they differ in 

purposes and design) 

 explains purposes. designs and administrations of the 

tests 

5.2knowledge of  

techniques of 

conducting continuous 

 describes techniques of conducting continuous 

assessments 

 explains techniques of giving  feedbacks on students’ 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 

   

 
 

assessments and tests, 

and giving feedbacks 

performances 

5.3  knowledge of question 

types used for testing 

vocabulary, reading, 

grammar, speaking, 

listening and writing 

skills 

 describes types of questions used in testing the 

language skills  

 explains features of good and poor test items 

 identifies  poor and good language test items   

 improves poor language test items 

5.4.skill of setting/designing 

appropriate  testing 

items 

 designs good language test items for testing the 

Mother Tongue language skills  

5.5. awareness of wash 

back effects tests 
 explains wash back effects of exams on students’ 

performances and teachers’ teaching behaviors 


