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sovereignty of a country depends on foreign loans 
and grants, it is under great threat. By holding the 
grant and loan, donors can impose their interests over 
the takers, which can be a challenge to sovereignty.

 In general, a society departed from dependency 
can create self-confident good citizens which disgust 
dependency. At the same time, good citizens play 
greater role to promote their country’s economic and 
social level.

8.1.4 Contraband and Dependency

 l What is the effect of contraband on country’s 
economic and social development?

Contrabandist Kume

By being involved in contraband, Kume usually 
feels worry and fear. He pays bribe for individuals 
who work at custom to import illegal commodities 
to the country. However, he has a fear that one day 
such attempts will be failed and he will be found 
red-handed; he knows that he will face financial 
penalty as well as arrest. W/ro Alemnesh, his wife, 
and children are also in great fear.

Picture 8.2. Contraband is anti-development 

 One day W/ro Alemnesh and their children 
agreed to call Ato Kume to discuss the issue. In the 

meantime, their children reflected that contraband 
is the result of a dependency outlook as they learned 
from civics and ethical education. They strongly told 
him that he is endangering his country and people 
all together. They discussed the fear and threat the 
family is facing, having unnecessary life while he 
is giving bribes and losing a lot of money when 
commodities are nationalized. In the discussion, 
they agreed that, contraband has no significance 
for the contrabandist, government and people in 
general. Eventually, Ato Kume agreed to stop that 
criminal activity.

Activity 6

On basis of the passage, answer the following 
questions:

 1. By selecting a chairperson and secretary, 
discuss and reach to the conclusion on the idea 
“contraband has no significance”.

 2. By inviting any person who is engaged in anti-
contraband work, discuss on general conditions 
of contraband?

 Contraband affects the peace, health and social 
life of the people of the whole world. Specially, it 
becomes a great threat on developed countries by 
transporting drugs and sophisticated war weapons.

 Even in our country, contraband is expanding 
from time to time. Contrabandists are strengthening 
their power through modern war weapons and 
communication materials. Furthermore, by initiating 
peoples who have little knowledge about contraband 
through giving certain advantages, they are acting 
adversely. Based on this, it has an adverse effect on 
our country’s attempt to alleviate poverty.

 Contraband is strongly carried out in our Eastern 
part of country. Different electronic materials, 
salvages, perfumes and cosmetics are imported 
through that line. Contrabandists furthermore export 
thousands of animals, chats, coffee, grains, hides and 
skins to States abroad. The North and South East 
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part of our country is another hotline of contraband. 
Though the magnitude is less, this criminal action is 
done also in other parts of our country.
 Currently, a number of activities are on going 
to control contraband and trade theft and to collect 
appropriate taxes and duties. For this reason, the 
Ministry of Revenue, the Federal Interior Revenue 
Authority and Ethiopia Custom Authority are 
unified together as Ethiopian Revenue and Custom 
Authority by official declaration.
 In these organizations, in order to counter 
contraband, there is the establishment of “National 
anti-contraband and custom trade theft strategy”. 
The objective of these strategies is controlling 
contraband and trade thefts to the extent it may 
not affect our economy and avoiding illegal trades 
to collect appropriate tax and duty as far as the 
economy of the country can provide. If taxes and 
duties are effectively collected, this in turn would 
support our country’s development.

Activity 7

Discuss the following questions:

 1. Explain the effect of contraband on the economy 
and social life of people on a given country.

 2. Discuss in detail and reach consensus on what 
you have to do to control contraband.

8.2 Self-confidence 

8.2.1 The Necessity of Building the 
Feeling of Self-confidence

 l What is the significance of self-confidence?

 l What has to be done to develop the feeling of 
self-confidence?

አይን አፋር፤
 ጐበዝ በርቺ ማለት መጥቀሙን ሣያውቁ፣

 አሣደጉኝና ስህተቴን አጉልተው እያሸማቀቁ፡፡

 ስናገር ብሣሣት ስሠራ ቢበላሽ፣

 የሚል ፍርሃት ሰብሮኝ ዕድገቴ ሲኮላሽ፣

 ቀና ብዬ ሣላይ መንፈሴን አንቅቼ፣

 ራሴን ሣልችል ቀረሁ በማውቀው ሠርቼ፡፡

 እየተሸማቀቅሁ መድፈር እያቃተኝ አንገት በደፋሁኝ፣

 ይጠቅመኝ ይመስል ጨዋ ዝምተኛ አይን አፋር 
ተባልኩኝ፡፡

 አይን አፋር መሆኑ ኋላ አስቀርቶኛል 
አስወግደዋለሁ፣

 በራሴ ዕምነት ኖሮኝ ደፋር እሆናለሁ፡፡

Activity 8

Answer the followings on basis of the above 
poem:

 1. Mention behaviours which express shyness.

 2. Mention and reach into consensus on the effects 
of shyness.

 To be self-confident, there is no single identified 
and successful way. It depends on the culture, 
outlook, and the level of education of the society we 
exist and so on. Self-confidence is not limited for 
a given specific time; rather it is developing from 
time to time for its implementation. As far as we 
encounter new things, the self-confidence necessarily 
challenged. Destructive feelings such as “If I cannot 
carryout effectively, if it goes wrong, if it does not 
get acceptance’’ and the like are disturbing ones 
performance.
 However, the following are most important 
points to win new encounters and to develop our 
self-confidence. 
 Knowing and enhancing ones competence: 
No person can possess all knowledge. In relation 
to this, every person has his/her own competence. 
Therefore, every person has to identify his/her own 
competence. Learning and reading different books; 
and even by discussing with others, is important to 
enhance knowledge. Currently, things are changing 
in the world. Therefore, always it is important to 
follow up these new things and adjusting with new 
emerging issues. To learn from others, first it is 
important to respect others views. When we listen 
to others’ ideas with honour and thoroughly, we 
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can identify their differences and similarities with 
others. Then we can openly show our differences 
and stands.

 Accepting the reality genuinely: It means 
identifying strong and weak sides. Beside this, we 
can accept freely on what others are saying about 
us and how they are looking at us. Among the ideas 
by admitting the important ones and disregarding 
worthless ones is important.

 When we identify our weak and strong sides, it 
helps us not to be surprised on wrong suggestion 
and not to reach into unwise decisions by 
terrorizations.

 Planning and evaluating works: This is 
also among basic things for the purpose of self-
confidence. For example, a given student can plan 
to score first rank in class. If the plan is merely an 
ideal or written on paper without practice, it would 
not be a plan, rather a dream. Hence she/he has to 
write the details of issues which would help her/
his to achieve the plan. For example, a daily study 
programme, non-absenteeism, attentively following 
while instructors are teaching, using libraries 
etc., have to be stated to carry out her/his plans 
effectively. The implementation programme can be 
broken down into daily, weekly, monthly and yearly. 
It is important to implement as well as evaluate the 
achievements on basis of the program. When she/he 
does so, the self-confidence feeling grows.

Activity 9

Answer the following questions:

 1. How does planning help for development of 
self-confidence? 

 2. What does genuinely accepting realities mean?

Group Work

After you select a chairperson and secretary discuss 
on self-confidence and superiority complex.

8.2.2 The Significance of Self-
Confidence for Ones Family and 
Country

 l What is the significance of self-confidence for 
development?

The success of W/ro Zemzem

W/ro Zemzem is the manager of organization of 
construction materials production. The organization 
is awarded her due to making a number of 
innovations. Therefore, a given newspaper has dealt 
with different persons on the efficiency and personal 
life of the manager of the organization. Among these, 
ideas forwarded by her husband and by a co-worker 
are stated as follows.

 The husband of W/ro Zemzem: Zemzem 
forwards ideas regarding us, our children and 
families in order to decide together. After discussion, 
if issues are important, we implement them or if 
not, we leave them aside. If my idea is better than 
hers, she accepts it and puts it into practice. We talk 
openly if there are discomforts. Since we live by 
understanding one another in this way, our children 
are ethically well-developed. She said “Our life is 
progressing from time to time”.

 The co-worker: “Zemzem believes in learning 
from others. She shares what she knows openly. She 
has the courage to implement and create new things. 
When we go wrong, she corrects us openly. She also 
accepts when we tell her mistakes. Hence, she made 
us always to be initiated for work. Currently, we are 
assessing markets to export our products abroad.”

Activity 10

Answer the following on basis of the passage:

 1. Explain Zemzem’s behaviour of self-
confidence? 

 2. What is the significance of the self-confidence of 
Zemzem for herself, her family and country?
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 A self-confident person is a person with no 
dependency outlook. Since a person usually 
attempts to achieve a better economic and social 
life, he/she would be successful. Such persons 
settle differences through discussion since 
he/she respects other opinions. He/she admits 
acceptable ideas from others and uses for 
him/her self. He/she is not reluctant to share his/
her ideas to others.

 Furthermore, individuals are the basis of a 
family. Family in turn is the basis of a society of 
a given country. Therefore, developing a country is 
related with creating a good citizen. As what has 
happened in the life of W/ro Zemzem, by developing 
individuals self-confidence, it is important for 
building good family.

 Good family in turn creates job creator citizens 
who work by mutual understanding for country’s 
development. By such citizens, a country becomes 
developed and protects its sovereignty. Therefore, 
the self-confidence emanates from individuals, who 
play roles in life of family and in process of country 
building.

Activity 11

Answer the following questions: 

 1. “Take individual responsibility for a country’s 
progress or failure” as a title and debate on it.

 2. Mention points which relate self-confidence 
with successes.

Non-dependent persons are self-reliant in their 
economic processes prevailing at individual and 
country level. In addition to this, they contribute 
social and economic self-reliance which are 
supporting to each other. Fulfilling basic needs opens 
the door to be proud of identity. Self-reliance has its 
own contribution for sovereignty of a country. Ways 
to self-reliance attained from advice, experience, 
education and professionals.

 In order for our country to become self-reliant, 
there are a number of responsibilities and duties 
expected from citizens. For example, respecting 

rules and regulations of a country, not involving in 
contraband and illegal activities, informing criminal 
encounters for concerned bodies are the major ones. 
Furthermore, it is a duty of all citizens to promote the 
culture of work, protecting the country’s sovereignty 
by being productive and job creative.

 In other ways, peoples have to make them ready 
to correct themselves. Learning is not only from 
schools. Important knowledge is attained from 
friends, family, community, aged (senior) persons 
and etc. The society departed from dependency only 
can sustain its country progress ahead. 

Summary

Key Words

Sovereign: Independent, free

Shy: A person who fears to express what he/she knows for others

Honour: Respect, dignity 

Competence: Ability, knowledge, capacity

Contraband: Illegal trade

Drugs: Over motivating material (food or drink) 
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Unit Review Exercises
Do these review exercises in your exercise book.

I. Write “True” if the statement is correct and write “False” if the statement is 
incorrect

 1. Once self-confidence developed, it is lasting forever.

 2. We may be confused by others wrong suggestions, if we are able to identify our strengths and weakness.

 3. Forwarding ideas freely and directly is one aspect of self-confidence.

 4. Self-honouring person is full of superiority complex.

 5. Contraband is the common enemy of the peoples of the whole world.

II. Match words or phrases under column ‘A’ with correct items of column ‘B’ 

 A B
 1. A person learning from mistakes A. An attribute of non self-confidence
 2. Self-honouring B. Wise
 3. Self-reliance C. Failure to forward ideas freely
 4. Shyness D. Self-confidence

    E. Gives the freedom of self-directing

III. Choose the correct answer for the following questions

 1. To develop self-confidence

 (a) Knowing and promoting ones own competence

 (b) Accepting the realities genuinely

 (c) Planning and evaluating the success of the plan

 (d) All.

 2. Peoples attempt to be self-reliant 

 (a) Helps themselves only

 (b) Helps their families only

 (c) Helpful for themselves, their family and their country

  (d) Have no significance. 

 3. Self-confidence

 (a) Develops by updating knowledge every time 

 (b) Develops by collecting large number of resources

 (c) By disregarding others 

 (d) It has great significance for self-reliance.

 4. Peoples with dependency feeling are

 (a) Burdens of a country

 (b) Burdens of a family

 (c) Comfortless peoples

 (d) All of the above.
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 5. Contraband 
 (a) not illegal trade 

 (b) Distorts social and economic life

 (c) A factor for expansion of corruption

 (d) (b) and (c) are answers.

IV. Give short answers for the following questions

 1. What connotation does the concept “Dependents have no freedom” at individual and country level?

 2. What does self-honouring mean?

 3. Mention five commodities exported by contraband from our country. 

V. Copy the following questions on your exercise book and fill the correct answer on 
the space provided

 1. Peoples who encountered contraband or illegal trade and reporting the case for the concerned body has 
________________ allowance.

 2. A person departed from ___________ has free opinion.

 3. ______________ is not putting oneself in an inferior position and identifying the right place of him/her self.
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By the end of this unit, students will be able to:

 l realize the significance of the culture of saving.

 l recognize the importance of planning and living on 
the basis of economic capacity.

9.1 Saving

9.1.1 The Necessity of Developing the 
Culture of Saving

 l What do you think when we say the culture 
of saving is important?

 l Mention significance of a culture of saving of 
individuals beyond them to the country

ልጅ ያቦካው ለራት ሲበቃ፤

 When I recall my childhood, there is one great 
memory always in my mind. There is an annual 
festival that everyone looked forward with strong 
commitment.

 The peoples of our community used to enjoy 
a spiritual fest. For this festival all individuals 
including mother like to come with hen, bread and 
with one bottle of Areke. Even the mere labourer 
such as Belachew brings a huge and fatten ox.

 The day of spiritual fest, is the date where we 
celebrate by drinking, eating and by being drunken 
and hence staggering here and there. At the end of 
that fest, individuals vow what they have to do for 
the next fest. When the time comes as a usual they 
bring food and drinks by reducing from their daily 
consumption and if not even by borrowing from 
others.

 One day the two tough students of the community 

raised an unacceptable idea. Birtukan has said that 

“Me and Yonas want to get some money from you to 

award some brave children of this community here 

in front of you. “When one of the mothers heard 

this, she said “the money we have is for spiritual 

fest. Such money is untouchable. The spirit may 

attack you.” Following her idea, a number of people 

gave their comments.

 However, on the moment mother Aster, said “I 

agree on the idea. Even I like to give you money for 

your today’s objective. For future, we have to talk 

and to decide”. That day was good day.

 In next year the number of students who deserve 

an award has increased. Neighbours even by allotting 

their money for this purpose, started to save. In this 

condition Ato Hailu and Mother Aster brought the 

idea by developing it. The developed idea states that 

beside rewards, they agreed to help, helpless aged 

peoples, sick individuals without money to buy 

medicine. Hence, the culture of helping one another 

has developed further. They agreed that, everyone 

has to contribute per his/her capacity every two 

months. Mother Aster became cashier and the two 

students became secretary and auditor.

 In the fifth year, the money collected in such 

way became too huge. Then, they agreed to use it for 

further advanced reason. Today that group became 

Idir and is also giving credit service.

Saving
9U   N   I   T
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Activity 1

Based on the previous passage, answer the 
following question: 

 1. Gather information about one saving institution 
which is found in your locality and report to 
your classmates.

 Every person beyond using his/her income for 
the daily purpose has to save for future reasons. 
Doing so, in addition to satisfying the daily needs, 
it helps to discharge citizenship duties. For example, 
we can mention tax paying. Government expands 
and constructs roads, health centres, schools and 
so on the basis of income collected from people. 
Government workers and merchants pay tax on the 
basis of their income; Farmers and small-merchants 
too. If they fail to pay that tax on due time, it creates 
problems to pay when overdue. Hence to be ready to 
pay on due time, people have to habituate saving.

 Saving has a lot of significance. Self-reliance is 
among them. Self-reliance is when a person is able 
to fulfill needs by him/her self without expecting 
from others. When we talk of saving in relation 
to self-reliance, it is covering necessary expenses 
without a problem and leading the family without a 
problem. A self-reliant person satisfies educational, 
food, clothing and medical expenses by him/her 
self. Family members would not encounter to the 
shortage of material and social privileges.

 As we see above, self-reliance can be expressed 
in different ways. It includes fulfilling educational, 
food and other general basic needs of life. Self-
reliance at country level helps to be free from hunger, 
disease and to have a free society. By comparing the 
developed and developing countries, we can realize 
this situation. In developed countries, peoples are 
full users of educational, medical and other basic 
services. On the contrary, in developing countries 
such as Ethiopia, due to economic backwardness, 
there are a number of problems. The self-reliance 
expressed by practical evidence such as the existence 
of ample saved food products and due protection to 
natural resources.

Activity 2

Discuss on the following dialogue points:

 1. Culture has a role for enhancement of saving.

 2. Saving has a role for development of culture.

9.1.2 The Significance of Saving for 
Progress

 l Explain how the culture of saving plays the 
role for country’s progress. 

The share of citizens in development
W/ro Zenebework Alemayehu, comes back in 1990 
E. C. from a 27 years stay out of country, in Europe, 
in Education and work, which has made her ready 
for some great task. By coming with capital, she 
established a veterinary centre in Woliso area. This 
centre gives a lot of functions for farmers around 
Woliso. (Source: Addis Zemen, Setoch Amba, Yekatit 
1992).

Activity 3

Answer the following questions on basis of above 
passage:
 1. Search for a person like W/ro Zenebework who 

has done certain developmental activities by 
saving and present your findings to the class.

 2. What is the significance of saving for oneself, 
family and community?

 Saving is not only for personal prosperity. People 
with a well-developed culture of saving have made 
a great contribution to a country. They can engage 
in certain job sectors to help the development 
endeavour.

Activity 4

Discuss the following questions:

 1. How the culture of saving can be developed?

 2. How is the culture of saving foster country’s 
progress?
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9.1.3 Bankruptcy and Backward 
Traditions 

 l Discuss in groups the meaning of bankruptcy 
and backward traditions.

 Backward traditions are long existed beliefs and 
procedures which are obstacles for new outlooks and 
scientific findings and do not co-exist with modern 
living style and opinions.

Avoiding backward traditions  
which result in bankruptcy  

and poverty

Bankruptcy is the unwise use of properties which 
are either in kind or in cash. It is the opposite of 
saving. Harmful practices which lead to bankruptcy 
are too broad. Among them having a lot of fests, 
unwise use of time and natural resources are few 
of them.

 Harmful practices cause Bankruptcy while using 
properties for daily purpose by disregarding the 
future objectives. This indicates life without plan. 
Bankruptcy is the failure to differentiate the issue to 
get priority from none and the most necessary from 
the less necessary. Bankruptcy is also using more 
in a single consumption. Generally, bankruptcy is 
using everything for today without planning for the 
future. It ignores what will happen for tomorrow. The 
main factor for bankruptcy at individual level is not 
inculcating him/her with ethics. Hence, addiction 
may occur.

 Bankruptcy of individuals has direct or indirect 
role in the social life of peoples. They distort the 
place of others. They also expect aid and support 
from others. It creates burden upon society. Since 
their work ethics is not strong, it has negative effect 
in production. For example, if there is the driver of 
service bus of a given institution, and if the driver 
does not respect time on giving transport services 
for workers, then the work is not well-discharged. 
He too has no respect for social life.

9.2 Being Based on Plan and 
Economic Capacity

Among the works of the famous Musician, Mahamud 
Ahmed, there is a song, read it‚
	 አቅምን	አውቆ	መኖር	ጥሩ	ነው
	 ታላቅ	ችሎታ	ነው፡፡
 l What does the message of this poem? 

Explain.

Either the Borrower or Lender 
may Die

Lanse is known by over caring to herself in her work 
place. She is decorating herself more than what she 
deserves. However, she is secretary in the institution. 
She is known for her fashion clothes. By looking at 
her situation, other workers of the institution consider 
as if she has guaranteed better income source. But, 
the case is not that Lanse has liability from different 
persons. Some clothes and materials are borrowed 
from different persons. Other clothes and materials 
are to be paid in future or bought by loan.

 Borsamo is the driver in the institution. He is 
commonly understood for not working assignment. 
He is known for being absent from work either on day 
of salary or other days after salary. He hides himself 
from different people. Because, he borrowed money 
from different persons by saying “I will refund when 
I get salary”. Hence the borrowers are closely looking 
for him. His difference from Lanse is that he is not 
buying clothes and decorations. Rather he is spending 
that money on gambling and drinking.

 But the secret of these two persons is known 
by Alemitu, who is head finance of the institution. 
While she asks them why do not abandon yourself 
from this borrowing addiction, they say “either the 
borrower or lender may die”. They are saying, the 
liability may remain unpaid. Hence, she surprised 
by their saying and gives them the salary. They 
come back also in next month as usual.



Saving

 82 n Civics and Ethical Education — Grade 8 Student Textbook

Activity 5

Answer the following questions on basis of the 
above passage:

 1. What has happened to Lanse and Borsamo due 
to their interest to live beyond their capacity?

 2. What would you do if people are there in your 
community like Lanse and Borsamo?

A. Living on Basis of Income Capacity

A person living on basis of his/her economic 
capacity does not spend unnecessary expenses and 
saves something for future. By doing so, he/she 
helps him/her self and his/her country. Individuals 
living beyond their economic capacity have liability 
and failed to pay that liability.

 Living beyond economic capacity can be 
expressed in different ways. For example, buying 
luxurious materials is not as such important by 
borrowing to implement interests beyond the income 
and comparing oneself with what others are doing. 
Since these practices are harmful they have great 
danger. Psychological dissatisfaction is one of them. 
It also creates inferiority complex. They may borrow 
even in shortage of capacity to do those things. To 
avoid such problems it is important to live per ones 
capacity.

 Knowing ways of proper usage of money is one 
of skills of saving.  Method of saving may differ 
from one person to another and from one society to 
another. For example, some people purchase fixed 
assets to save money. Some others save in banks 
frequently. When the amount of money saved in 
the bank increase, also the amount of interest 
increases.

B. Using on Basis of Planning

 l Mention the significance of leading life on 
basis of plan? 

Unusual occasions of Buta 

Buta has no experience about the usage of money 
taken from his families. He has been thinking for 
two days as he has incurred his first salary after 
his graduation from teachers training college. He 
planned to invite his friends who have attended 
his graduation day and also planned to buy some 
clothes for his work place. But he planned to do all 
these needs at the same time. Therefore, he borrowed 
some money from someone by saying, “I will pay 
back in future from my salary”. And he used all the 
borrowed money. Half of the next month salary paid 
for this debt. But, he realized that the remaining 
money is not enough until the next month.

 While Buta is working and pay his debt too, he 
started to talk about financial shortages. He is usually 
worried about his failure to help his families even 
on some decisive issues. In the meantime, he found 
a good friend who leads his life on bases of plan. 
Since Buta was open, he shared his life condition to 
his friend. His friend shared to him his method of 
financial usage. The method shows how any person 
can use his/her own money properly.

No. Title of expense Amount of expense 
in percentage

1 House expense 38%

2 Contribution for 
social affairs

7%

3 Saving for clothes 12%

4 For transport 17%

5 For health care 9%

6 Saving for future 10%

7 Recreation 2%

8 For education 5%
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Activity 6

Answer the followings on basis of the table:

 1. From number 1–8, identify if there are  
appropriate and unnecessary expenses. Further-
more, identify expenses to be improved.

 2. The salary of Buta is three hundred fifty birr 
(350.00). Distribute it on basis of the above title 
of expenses.

 3. By interviewing one of the family members you 
approach more, write on way of their saving. 
Then, distribute their expense on the model of 
Ato Buta’s plan. Is it suitable for that person or 
not? Why?

 Planning is stating on what to be done in future. 
It is distributing finance, knowledge, time and such 
raw materials on basis of priority. At any occasion, 
planning is the decisive thing to human beings. 
Planning is path of development both at individuals 
and at country level.

Activity 7

Answer the following questions: 

 1. Have you ever heard the practices of plans for 
decisions at government level?

 2. What are bases of those plans?

C. The Significance of Planning

 l Mention on how individuals progress can be 
related with country’s development?

“Saving is not greedy”

No body understand the significance of saving money 
in our village. Family planning is also not functional 
here. I always surprised because of my society’s action. 
Let me tall you one story which is important how much 
life is difficult with out plan.

  My Father’s name is Bayack. He was a college 
teacher. According to our culture the property of one 

person is also the property of his relatives. Because of 
this, my father and his core family living together in 
well condition as compare with others. All our relatives 
were came to our home and they eat, drink and alive 
together for a long time. When he took his salary he 
must distribute it for them. He can’t save alone. This 
cultural action exposed him and his family for no 
change. However, his colleagues who came from the 
highland area of Ethiopia live properly manage their 
life according to their plan. They save their money and 
plan to change their life. They have equal salary with 
my father, but they can save their money because there 
is no extended family who disturb their life. 

    My father and his family’s life is communal. One 
day I told to my father, “Father, why those people came 
to our home? Why not ignored them? They can live by 
their own expense. You have to save money to change 
our life. Look my close my shoes. Look my sisters and 
brothers. All we are your children. But our relatives 
become additional burden for our life. We have nothing 
to be happy. Plus to these, you prepared yourself to 
marry another wife. Last year because of lack of money 
you suffer more.” My father do not want to listen me 
more. He said, “Boy! stop here now. Do you know your 
culture? What I did still now is all our culture. This is 
our life style. We are not interested to save money the 
function money for us is to make fun and share equally 
what ever we have. Living together and helping others 
is our social capital. But saving money is the behaviour 
of greedy people. So, we are not greedy and we are not 
interested to save money.” My father speak loudly. I 
become anger by his idea.

Activity 8

Answer the following questions on basis of the 
above passage: 

 1. What makes the two families similar?

 2. What are the significance of child spacing for a 
betterment of family?
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 Planning is a very important thing in the life 
of any people. It helps people to manage their life 
in a good way. It is based on their income and save 
the family from suffering. We have to understand 
the function of culture. Our culture sometimes 
lead to increase our expanse. We have to manage 
our selves based on time and income. Family is 
responsible for the whole people of a country. 
Saving money and family planning must take in 
to consideration to improve the life condition of 
the people. 

 Saving is not greedy. It is a wise person’s 
activity. Children are also not grown by chance. 
But they are grown by the amount of income 
and effective administrations. Saving money and 
using family planning strategy give the following 
significances.

 l Save the life of mother from death;

 l Children have opportunity to get education;

 l Decrease street boys, girls and beggars;

 l Save natural resources.

 However, there is disadvantages of failure to saving 
money and using family planning strategy. 

 They are:

 l Increments of mother’s death;

 l Increments of street boys, girls and beggars, 
and

 l Over consumption of natural resources.

Activity 9

Answer the following question: 

 1. Share your experience about unplanned family 
in your community for your classmates.

Summary

The enhancement of culture of saving is important 
for the development of individual as well as collective 
life. At country level, saving has the importance 
such as ensuring health and educational services. 
Usage of natural resources is related to saving also. 
This is giving due place for the future generation. 
Destroying forests, exposing a land to erosion and 
the like result in poverty.

 At personal level, the way of handling money and 
properties have great guarantee for the future. It has 
a purpose of self-reliance, investment, development 
and participation in social areas. There are principles 
of saving for this purpose. For example, an expense 
should not exceed the income.

 There are different methods of saving. These 
are limiting family number, honouring time, and 
living on the basis of one’s income. While this, 
some one has to realize, there are issues which 
hinder the culture of saving. They are anti-saving 
harmful practices. Being bankrupt, unwise use of 
money and destruction natural resources are among 
harmful practices. These problems are furthered 
by the absence of readiness to accept modern 
living, not learning from others, and low level of 
understanding. These problems can be corrected by 
educating society.

 It is important to plan to use properties, money 
and natural resources we have. It is better to plan and 
to live on the basis of economic capacity which is a 
guarantee to citizens and country.
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Key Words

Infrastructures: It includes telephone, electricity etc.

Investment: Using money for fixed assets and services

Material property: Observable material such as house, car, agricultural product, industry and 
factory

Spiritual property: It is non-observable and expressed by ethics or philosophy of a person

Knowledge: Includes culture, music and religion

Vision: Setting the future expectations on present objectives

Debt: Material or money to be paid in future

Unit Review Exercises

Do these review exercises in your exercise book.

I. Write “True” if the statement is correct and write “False” if the statement is 
incorrect

 1. Whether a person has culture of saving or not, the beneficiary or victim is him/her self only.

 2. If a person is able to be wealthy by any means, it is to mean that he has well understood about saving.

 3. Natural resources ever exist and not reduced while used.

 4. It is better to have equal allotment for short and long run achievements.

 5. Better life style means having balanced income and expense.

II. Match words or phrases under column ‘A’ with correct items of column ‘B’

 A B

 1. Natural resources A. Minerals

 2. Family planning B. Planning

 3. Backward opinions C. Irresponsibility for others

 4. Bankruptcy D. Living on basis of economic capacity

 5. Credit union E. I shall not think for tomorrow

    F. Admitting unlimited interest

III. Copy the following questions on your exercise book and fill the correct answer on 
the space provided

 1. Unwise use of materials in kind or in cash is said to be __________.

 2. Among practices and strategies to be used to enhance the culture of saving at individual as well as country 
level are _______________ and _______________.
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IV. Choose the correct answer for the following questions 

 1. Possible conditions of development of a country are

 (a) Departing people from backward opinions

 (b) Long run plan

 (c) Short run plan

 (d) All.

 2. Which one of the following is wrong statement in relations to giving due attention for future generation?

 (a) Transmitting the developed culture of saving

 (b) Creating citizens shaped by education and knowledge

 (c) Non exhaustive usage of natural resources

 (d) It has no relation with protection of natural resources.

 3. Which one of the following is the practice to bankruptcy? 

 (a) Investing oil distribution centre at mid of rural 

 (b) Expands movies houses

 (c) Creating education opportunity to all

 (d) Practicing family planning. 

 4. Self-reliance means

 (a) Being alone   (b) Helping others to be self-reliant

 (c) Avoiding dependency   (d) All except (a).

V. Give short answers for the following questions

 1. By using some stories, explain the significance of enhancing the culture of saving.  

 2. Backward opinions have direct effect on the development culture of saving. Explain this with the relevance to 
your community.



 Civics and Ethical Education — Grade 8 Student Textbook n  87

By the end of this unit, students will be able to:

 l understand the significance of making active 
participation in community and national issues.

 l realize the significance of organizing and 
strengthening different social bodies.

10.1 The Necessity of Citizens 
Participation

10.1.1 Active Participation of Citizens 
for Building Democracy and 
Good Governance

Picture 10.1. Let us stand  to promote 
our development

 l Explain what does the picture show?

 l If the idea expressed in the picture is correctly 
carried out, what should demonstrators have 
done?

Picture 10.2. Interview with Ato Korocho

 Mencher, a village of democracy and 
good governance

 The voice of Mencher—Would you introduce 
yourself first? 

 Korocho—My name is Korocho. I have born in 
Tufat Zuria woreda. It is two years since I came back 
from 26 years stay out of my country. I employed 
about 750 individuals by creating job opportunity 
using the capital I brought from abroad.

 Mencher’s voice—How do made Mencher your 
dwelling and working place?

 Korocho—As I came back to my country from 
abroad, I considered to dwell and work in so. But 
I found it is not suitable and hence I made here in 
Mencher.

 Mencher’s Voice—Why are you unable to dwell 
and work as you planned in Tufat? 

 Korocho—I failed to invest in Tufat. Because, 
daily concern of government officials there was 
running after personal advantages. They have no 
concern to change the situation of the woreda and 
the people in it. They have unnecessary relations 
with one another. They are insulting, quarreling and 
criticizing one another. They cannot work together 
for a common goal. Customers are not getting 
appropriate service even for tax payers of water, 
light and telephone services. Workers employed to 
carryout objectives of the institution are expecting 
certain benefits from customers. While I have the 
interest to invest in my country to help me and my 
people, they did not give me appropriate service. I 
spent lot of time to get place and license of work. 
Therefore, generally I was not successful. After one 

Active Community 
Participation
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year of such struggles, without success, I decided to 
come to Mencher.

 Mencher’s voice—Have you not faced such 
problem in Mencher?

 Korocho—Though I heard positive things about 
Mencher, I have not been sure. When I visited them, 
they were too positive regarding officials, workers 
and etc. Within 15 days, they gave me the place and 
license of work with different supports and even 
made it tax free for certain years. The criticism of 
these officials is to correct their work, and to give 
better services in a convenient way for the customers. 
They request for advices, listen to what we say, ready 
to learn from others and listen to one another. Oh! 
How interesting it is to work with these people? 

 Mencher’s voice—I would like to thank for your 
ideas.

 Korocho—So do I. 

Activity 1
Answer the following questions on basis of the 
above interview:
 1. Compare Tufat and Mencher woredas in regard 

to building democracy, good governance and 
common understanding. 

 2. What would you do if you were resident of 
Mencher woreda? 

 3. What would you do if you were resident of 
Tufat woreda?

 Without democracy, there is no respecting, 
trusting and listening to one another. Since a  few 
dictators prevail, the majority suffer. The public 
movement for common development is suppressed. 
Social development also perishes. On contrary, 
when building democratic system if it is followed 
by creating common understanding and good 
governance, it has significance for social justice and a 
country’s progress. Since the common understanding 
and good governance in turn strengths democracy, 
it sustains development.
 These are however not achievable by themselves. 
To attain these things, active participation of a society 

has to be attained. Without active participation of 
citizens, democratic system cannot be strengthened. 
Good governance cannot prevail sustainable. In 
the absence of these, development and progress is 
unattainable.

Activity 2

Answer the following questions: 
 1. Mention at least two advantages of building a 

democratic system.
 2. What would happen if people cannot participate 

actively in the democratic system?

10.1.2 Active Community Participation for 
Poverty Reduction

Picture 10.3. Farming through irrigation 

 l What do you understand from the picture? 

Irrigation—A way for secured 
agricultural development

Agriculture is the base of our country’s economy. It 
is highly correlated with natural rain. If the amount 
and distribution of rain is adequate, the economy 
becomes better. If it is not adequate, the economy 
suffers. Shall this dependency on rain have to 
continue? Is it not surprising while our rivers are 
trans-boundary, but we are dependent on rain? 
 Recently, I heard the news that Hadiya becomes 
an example to come out from such problems. By 
the self-initiation of the farmers of the zone, they 
diverted the two rivers in the traditional method 
for development reasons. They got high product 
from 88 hectare they cultivated in such way. They 
are improving their life by selling garden vegetables 
and fruits.
 Opting irrigation as the alternative to bring 
changes in their life shows changes in two basic 
issues. The first is, waiting for rain and cultivating 
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on base of this has no sustenance. Hence they have 
to depart them from that dependence. The second is 
replacing the unguaranteed traditional farming by 
the modern way.
 We have to appreciate the self-initiation of 
such people to use irrigation and to come out of 
dependency. Such kind of attempts through the 
support of professionals and government has to be 
changed to general agriculture or mixed or even to 
the modern one.
 In this way, it is possible to create the way of 
agriculture in which production is carried out 
through the year. The production rather than 
reserving for, family and community consumption, 
it is important to bring it to market. By succeeding 
the poverty reduction first then the sustainable 
development and fast progress is attainable.

[Source: Addis Zemen, Tir 95 E.C. page 3]

Activity 3

Answer the following on basis of the passage: 

 1. How the Hadiya farmers can play a role in 
reduction of poverty?

 2. How active participation is exhibited by Hadiya 
farmers?

 Ethiopia is one of the poverty stricken countries. 
In such countries, it is impossible to develop through 
traditional ways. It is important to score the economic 
progress with strong poverty reduction strategy and 
sustaining that economic progress. To achieve this, 
everyone has to realize to commit his/her energy, 
finance and knowledge all together. Such kind of 
fast development is attainable, if all citizens are 
able to have active participation in their areas of 
engagement and achieve successes.

Activity 4

Answer the following questions: 
 1. Why fast development is needed in our 

country?
 2. What is your role to attain fast and sustainable 

development in Ethiopia?

10.1.3 Citizens Participation to 
Promote Transparency and 
Accountability

Picture 10.4. Transparency and 
accountability in the school

 l What do you understand from the picture?

The Report of the Director

Respected teachers, students and workers of our 
school, last year as you know we have planned 
and endorsed the plan to promote transparency 
and accountability in our school. The plan has been 
implemented this year. In this meeting, I am going 
to present our achievements in due practice of the 
plan.
 As you know, there are different services in the 
school. You remember the details of the plan on the 
type, for whom, in what condition and in what time 
span the service is to be given. For example, giving 
practical education for students to make them good 
citizens and making continuous assessment to 
ensure their achievement have been part of our plan. 
Giving consultations for students has been another 
area. We also agreed to give their certificates on time. 
We planned also to give supportive education while 
students are out of school for practical education. 
It was planned to give prompt and appropriate 
responses for families or care takers of students 
who want to know about their child’s (children’s) 
performance. Giving information for those who 
want either for concerned bodies or researchers is 
part of the plan. We have started to give fast and 
satisfactory administrative services to teachers and 
workers of the school. This ensures our agreement 
we made to promote transparency.
 It was also openly introduced for people to fulfill 
first his/her own obligations when they come to get 
services duties. We also agreed to be accountable if 
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duties are not managed to get fast, appropriate and 
respected service. On other words, we agreed to be 
accountable.
 In years implementations, we tried to implement 
such stated plans. Except few problems around 
teachers and workers, generally, we have achieved 
good result. For example, one of the teachers due 
to not giving continuous assessment, poor recording 
and not letting results for students, has penalized. 
Also one administrative worker, due to maltreating 
of the student leaving the school to give his document 
and due to giving wrong document eventually, has 
penalized. Except these problems, mainly strong 
results were achieved. Due to transparency and 
accountability, our yearly work has evaluated as 
successful.
 Thank you for listening!

Activity 5

Based on the above report, answer the following 
questions:
 1. What do you understand from the report of the 

director?
 2. Does your school have transparent and 

accountable procedure? Explain with practical 
examples.

 3. Mention two areas in your school where you 
consider transparency and accountability is 
important.

 4. Be in groups and make a dialogue for and 
against on “transparency and accountability 
bring change and do not bring change” in 
a given social service. Present the result of 
dialogue to your teacher.

 If there is democracy in a society, that society 
can promote their views freely. Since this enables to 
listen one another, it creates common understanding. 
Public officials by considering themselves of being 
public servants, have to promote good governance. 
If there is change in the consciousness of people, it is 
possible to attain fast and sustainable development 
through active community participation. This enables 
us to reach the expected level of development.

 Among the attributes of building democratic 
system and good governance, the principle of 
transparency and accountability of the government 
is the major procedure. In every society, the service 
of government bodies to public has to be measured 
against, the type of service, the end result of service 
and the strategy designed to achieve it. If it does 
not work against those procedures and appropriate 
result is not achieved, there should be the system 
to be accountable and liable. These all are practical 
if democracy prevails. Hence, democratic system 
has to be protected. Without active participation, 
the democracy and its products such as common 
understanding, good governance and fast 
development are unattainable.

Activity 6
Discuss on the following questions:

 1. How can we ensure the existence of transparent 
and accountable administration? When can we 
say that good governance exists?

 2. What does fast economic development mean?
 3. Democracy is a precondition of good governance 

and fast development. Do you agree? Why?
 4. What is expected from the people for 

enhancement of good governance and building 
democracy system and fast development?

10.2 Civic Organizations

10.2.1 The Significance of Civic 
Organizations in Country’s 
Development

Picture 10.5. Women in the meeting
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Kimemit and her Colleagues
Kimemit participates in the garment factory female 
workers association from ordinary membership to 
leadership actively. Since she argues persuasively and 
a person of pragmatism and courage among members 
of the females, they give her the name Kimemit.  No 
one calls her with her original name. Females are 
2/3 the factory workers. Formerly, females paid less 
salary to men while working the same work. They 
were excluded from workers rights and privileges. 
A number of females face problem by virtue of their 
sex. Usually they face sexual harassment also.
 Since the factory was edge of the town, females 
out of the factory had certain problems. Since the 
factory has no satisfactory transportation service, 
female workers forced to walk large distance, which 
was after the heavy work of factory. At days or 
nights while they walk on roads they face attacks 
from gangsters, for looting and sexual harassment.
 Kimemit, strongly identified these females 
problems through research. Then she attempted 
bring solution in workers association movement. 
However, the association unable to settle their 
problem unlike she expected. She was not successful. 
Hence, she recognized the necessity of establishing 
women workers association. After certain ups and 
downs, through strong support of large number 
of female workers, her ambition succeeded. She 
became the chairperson of the association. Then 
that organization from that day onwards mobilized 
whole female workers. By their strong activities, 
they resolved problems of female workers of the 
factory. Today, between female and male workers, 
there is no difference in right and privileges. Even 
attacks they encounter out of the factory are solved 
by collaborative efforts of factory administrators, 
police and other concerned governmental and non-
governmental organization and with surrounding 
communities.
 Today, there is absolute peace in the factory. 
Female workers can move freely within and out the 
factory and also exit and enter freely. They have 
good participation in factory administration. They 
participate in administrative decisions concerning, 
rights and privileges of workers and the productivity 

of the factory. The factory became highly productive 
and supporting country’s economy well. These all 
results are achieved due to the strong participation 
of women workers in collaboration with female 
workers association.

Activity 7
Answer the following questions based on the 
above passage:

 1. Is there any civic organization that played great 
role in the story? If there is, what role it has 
played and achieved?

 2. On basis of story, enumerate the achievements 
attained due to factory workers movement in 
building democracy, peace and development?

 3. Was there active participation of females in the 
changes of factory? Explain the significance and 
adverse of it.

 4. If you were the worker of this factory, what 
would you do in this struggle? Why?

 The base for the subsequent development of a 
country is, the prevalence of peace and democratic 
system. It is also practical however, if there is active 
participation of society. Rather than unilateral 
involvement of the individuals in peace, democracy 
and development, being organized has great 
significance. The role of civic organization is more 
expressed in such ways. Any social and economic 
problem can be solved by civic organization if strong 
administration, committed and active workers and 
with clear vision. Hence such civic organizations 
have real power for promotion of democracy and 
peace and economic progress.

Activity 8

Discuss on the following questions:
 1. How should people act in a country to ensure 

peace, democracy and development?
 2. What does the role of civic organizations 

look like in promoting peace, democracy and 
development?
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10.2.2 The Role of Civic Organization 
to Influence on Government 
Action

 l How civic organization influences on 
government actions?

The forum of Addis Ababa residents

Picture 10.6. General forum of Addis Ababa residents 

There is the establishment of kebele residents’ forum 
in Addis Ababa city in 1999 based by different social 
groups on basis of former structures. The major bases 
of the forum are youth and females association. Later, 
it was included to all residence of city into forum.

 The forum specially centred the problems of 
females, youths and lower and middle class of the 
society. Major issues were unemployment, problems 
of peace and security, absence of good governance, 
economic inflation and etc. Generally, the weakening 
of economic activities in the city was another 
concern. The forum carried direct discussions and 
criticisms with the city administrations to awake 
their performances. It also unclosed corruption and 
unfair works of the administration and other offices. 
It also echoed the problem to federal government 
higher authorities. It tried to show governments 
weaknesses. Such common discussions played a lot 
role to give solutions. The forum continues to struggle 
until all problems are handled. The struggle yet now 
also played a role in reducing such problems and 
motivating the people to be involved in city issues.

Activity 9

Answer the following questions on basis of the 
previous passage:

 1. What do you understand from Addis Ababa 
city residents forum meeting?

 2. What is the role of the forum to strengthen 
peace, development and democracy?

 3. What lesson you learn from forum of Addis 
Ababa city residence?

 Civic organizations are out of the influence of 
government. They are non-profit making. They 
request the active participation of people for social, 
political and economic contribution to the society. 
They have great role in the democracy in solving 
the social and economic problems. They play great 
role in building democracy. There are democratic 
practices such as making free participation, electing 
members, recall if leader not perform well and the 
like. 

 They serve as bridge between people and 
government. By doing so, they play significant 
role in making government to discharge its duties 
and responsibilities. They have great public role to 
influence, check and control government whether it 
has done activities properly or not.

Activity 10

Discuss on the following questions:

 1. How do civic organizations differ from others?

 2. What are significances of civic organizations?

 3. Is it important to participate in civic 
organizations? Why?

 4. What kind of civic organizations are there in 
your schools? What has to be the role of these 
civic organizations?
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We saw that, it is important to build democracy to 
have common understanding, good governance, 
and transparency and accountability of government 
bodies. They are preconditions to ensure fast 
development. To make them real and to sustain 
them, active community participation is important.

 It is obvious that such participations are not by 
the unilateral involvement of individuals but by 
being associated in different organizations. Civic 

organizations are centres for popular participation for 
promotion of peace, democracy and ensuring active 
community participation. They are also centres for 
people to check and control government on certain 
current affairs. Hence, every one has to have active 
participation in civic organization. This is important 
to ensure our peace, to strengthen democratic system 
and fast development.

Summary

Key Words

Good governance: Non-partisan, non-corrupted, giving fast and appropriate service

Transparency: A procedure when government authorities and workers are based on laws 
and appropriate procedures

Harassment: Physical and Psychological attack peoples make on other peoples in 
different ways

Common understanding: While difference is there, having on certain agreeable issues and working 
in together to attain them

Forum: Union established by peoples with common objective to act in together 

Accountability: System on which government authorities are either rewarded or blamed 
on basis of their performance

Unit Review Exercises

Do these review exercises in your exercise book.

I. Write “True” if the statement is correct and write “False” if the statement is 
incorrect

 1. Among attributes endangering democracy is the dictatorship of individual leaders.

 2. Fast development has contribution for reduction of poverty.

 3. For fast development, the main issue is the amount of natural resources than active community 
participation.

 4. Ensuring either transparency or accountability is a precondition to promote good governance.

 5. Though civic organizations role for democracy and peace is limited, its economic role is significant.
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II. Match words or phrases under column ‘A’ with correct items of column ‘B’

 A B

 1. Accountability  A. Governing by elected individuals

 2. Civic organizations B. Being responsible for what you are doing 

 3. Direct participation C. Doing openly

 4. Indirect participation D. Influencing and controlling government

 5. Activities of civic organization E. Individual involvements in political issues

     F. Being profitable on what we are doing

     G. Common public organization

III. Copy the following questions on your exercise book and fill the correct answer on 
the space provided

 1. There are _________ and ________ participation of society in social, economic and political issue.

 2. The development encompassed by active community participation is not only fast but also _________.

IV. Choose the correct answer for the following questions

 1. ____________ can be among things endangering good governance.

 (a) Corruption   (b) Partisan practice

 (c) Maltreatment of customs (d) All.

 2. Among activities of civic organizations

 (a) Implementing government policies

 (b) Involving the public in development, peace and democratic movements

 (c) Instrument of government to control the people  (d) All.

 3. The role of every society cannot be replaced by another, means 

 (a) Work division among peoples  (b) No interference of one another 

 (c) Since everybody has its own special character, it cannot be replaced by another 

 (d) All.

 4. One of the following is the challenges of democracy

 (a) Civil war and conflict   (b) Unaccepting constructive criticism

 (c) Intolerance and not listening one another (d) All.

 5. In order civic organizations to influence and control government 

 (a) They have to exist in democratic system (b) Have to accept orders from government

 (c) They have to be superior from government in authority and hence free from government control

 (d) All.

V. Give short answers for the following questions

 1. Mention at least three possible effects in the absence of good governance.

 2. Mention two things in which active community participation can play for good governance.
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By the end of this unit, students will be able to:

 l identify ways of developing knowledge.

 l understand ways of using knowledge.

 l realize the significance and necessity of 
information.

 l recognize the necessity to combat harmful opinions 
and outlooks.

11.1 Ways of Developing Knowledge

Picture 11.1. Elephant of Africa

Picture 11.2. Athlete Tirunesh Dibaba 
and Kenenisa Bekele

 l What do you know about the above two 
pictures?

Group Work

Teacher Ojullu requested his students to 
raise points in four titles which can enhance 
knowledge. Students started to search for titles in 
groups. Then they completed their work within 
a month. The following are titles given by the 
teacher.

 l How the victory of Adwa attained? (Title 
from Kedija’s Group).

 l The topography and climate of Gambella 
region. (Title from Berehe’s Group).

 l What does the social life of bees look like? 
(Title from Tona’s Group).

 l Uncleaned water is danger for health (Title 
from Adugna’s Group).

 In next session, students should come with 
adequate supportive ideas in each of their groups. 
Supportive points can be attained from different 
sources and as follows.

Pursuit of Wisdom
11U N I T
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Picture 11.3. Ways in order to enhance knowledge

 1. What do you understand from the above 
pictures? Discuss.

 It is natural for human beings to pursue wisdom. 
It is obvious that he/she can help him/her self 
or country, if one is empowered by knowledge. 
Thus is why, when individuals matured they are 
encouraged to attend schools. As human beings 
are knowledgeable, they have matured outlook and 
become problem solvers.

 Human beings develop their knowledge by 
using different sources as instrument. The way of 
empowering knowledge can be categorized into four. 
These are formal education, informal education, Mass 
Medias and through reading materials. People opt 

schools to attain strong and sustainable knowledge. 
There are well-trained teachers in schools. Teaching 
materials are also organized in special ways. The 
approach of education is also based on living 
situations of students. Since the curriculum is 
designed in a scientific way, it is guaranteed.

 In addition to education, we get a lot of knowledge 
from experiences of others. This can be by looking 
things thoroughly, by sharing ideas with others, 
or by attending different meetings. For example, 
we may see, while children are suffering from 
diarrhoea in our community. We may ask ourselves 
“what is the reason?” Perhaps, large number of 
people may use river water for drinking purpose. 
Therefore, the frequent occurrence of the problem 
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is drinking impure water. Then we can make the 
people to talk on it. Eventually residents can reach 
to the conclusion that “by providing portable water, 
we have to safeguard our children from water born 
diseases”. Then after, we can realize while people 
are acting to provide pure and portable water. From 
this experience, we see at least two things. In one 
way, we understand that impure water is danger for 
health and on other way, if people mobilized, they 
can carryout some significant thing. Therefore, this 
shows on how to develop knowledge in informal 
ways.

 Peoples who attend Radio, Television, 
Newspapers, Bulletins and other sources have 
broader understanding about their community, 
country and the world at large. On other occasions, 
we may forward different issues and questions 
through telephone, and letters and the accepted 
bodies in turn can take the case for the concerned 
bodies or refer necessary documents. By doing 
so, they can give appropriate response for us. For 
examples, we can raise the question for Ethiopian 
Radio regarding the social life of bees. Then 
journalists by contacting the concerned professional 
or by referring necessary documents can disclose 
appropriate information for us.

 Reading is among the ways to attain well-
developed knowledge. For example, since there 
are a lot of books written on Adwa, regarding the 
victory we can get brief knowledge from it. In this 
way, reading is the major option to enhance ones 
knowledge in all dimensions.

Activity 1

Discuss on the following questions:

 Debate and decide on which of the following four 
methods is more important to enhance knowledge 
in the following four issues. Justify your decision of 
each.
 1. Regarding the economic inflation of this and the 

last year, what kind of similarity and difference 
exist?

 2. How that scientific way is implemented when 
sounds of individuals are transmitted to 
audience via Radio?

 3. How the river in your community does have 
that name?

 4. How does Rabies occur? How can it be 
prevented?

 5. While we are clearly observing that the moon 
is giving light, how do we say the moon has no 
light of her own?

11.2 Ways of Using Knowledge 

 l When you get higher knowledge in future, for 
what purposes do you want to use?

 l Among you, if one of students says “I want 
to use my knowledge for research”. And if 
the other opposes her saying and say “I must 
use my knowledge to improve myself”. Then 
which of them is correct and why?

 l If your instructor enumerates the use of 
knowledge for following purpose and invites 
you for discussion, how would you explain 
the purpose of each?

 The major ways of using knowledge
 (a) Research (b) Innovation
 (c) Improving oneself
 (d) Country’s progress.

A. Knowledge for Research

As far as our knowledge is developed, our research 
interest too increases. Though other scholars made 
research on a given thing, we develop our interest 
to research by our interest. Therefore, knowledge 
creates opportunities for further research over issues. 
For example, as you further advance in learning, 
you can make research in your areas of interest. 
Some of you may be interested to make research 
on the history of Ethiopia or Africa to date. Others 
may make research on way to improve agricultural 
products. In this case, while the knowledge helps for 
research, a research also serves to get knowledge.
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B. Knowledge for Innovation

Remember what kind of innovative skills each of 
you have. You may have innovative skills of drawing 
pictures, engineering, music, literature writing, 
designing, art, leather work and pottery and others. 
Some of you may be with one of them or more than 
one of these skills. In addition to this, as people of 
other part of world did, you may want to be honoured 
by making cars, airplanes, production machines, 
computer and technological products. Even now, you 
may be attempting to do somethings. Such kinds of 
skills are products of innovative activities.

 In this regard, there are honoured individual in 
our country as well as in world. In our country such 
as Meter Artist Afework Tekle and Loret Tsegaye 
Gebremedhin are significant persons in this regard. 
Not only in arts but also in natural science we have 
persons such as Dr. Aklilu Lemma. Furthermore, 
people use their indigenous knowledge and create 
new technologies like “Magedo Kotabi Midija”. 

 The knowledge we have must enable us to do 
further things. This implies, knowledge by itself is 
not an end. But it is the means to create new things. 
For example, to enhance communication creating a 
mobile phone is not an end by itself but it is progress 
and process of technology.

C. Knowledge to Improve Oneself 
It is obvious that we are learning to improve 
ourselves. If we learn appropriately until the end 
and sustain our achievements, we can incur better 
income or manage our own institutions to make 
better money. Then we can fulfill our basic needs. 
We can help our families and our society properly. 
Therefore, it would not be wrong to say knowledge 
is important to improve ourselves.

D. Knowledge for Development 
To take out our country, Ethiopia, and peoples for 
the long existed poverty, it is possible when our 
life is based on knowledge. Everyone may realize 
the responsibility to enhance country’s development 

and to alleviate poverty. If you understand and 
realize this, the only way is attaining knowledge. 
The knowledge we get in schools has to be 
for avoiding country’s problem and enhancing 
development. If well-empowered citizens are 
there in every sector, researches are carried out to 
solve country’s problem. Innovations are founded 
and scientific outlooks are expanded. While 
these things are founded from broad knowledge, 
their general target is country’s development. 
Generally, every person can contribute broadly for  
his/her own country, when he/she employed, 
his/her knowledge for country’s development.

Activity 2

Answer the following questions:

 1. Is it true or false when we say a person 
uses his/her knowledge to improve  
him/her self, indirectly he/she is helping his/
her country? Why?

 2. What is the significance of knowledge for 
innovative works?

 3. Peoples to make detail researches on issues, 
they need knowledge? How?

11.3 Effects of Issues not Based on 
Information

 ጦር ከፈታው ወሬ የፈታው፡፡

 ሳያጣሩ ወሬ፣ ሳይገድሉ ጐፈሬ፡፡

 The proverb here in above, regarding issues not 
based on information, what kind of significance it 
has?

Washo

In past time in a given family, there was a servant 
whose name was Washo. He has been planning in 
order to confront a wife and husband. Once upon 
a day, while both are on bed peacefully, he dropped 
hot water on them. Then both of them woke up 
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turn by turn. The husband was surprised but kept 
silent thinking that wife had urinated. The wife also 
understood as her husband has done the unusual 
thing and kept silent.

 On the next day, the husband had “Debo” to 
cultivate his land. The wife was also moving here 
and there with other neighbourers to prepare food 
for the working people. At that moment, Washo, 
the problem maker went to her and said “today 
your husband found while telling something bad 
about you for other farmers’’. That was, “my wife 
had urinated upon me last night”. The wife get 
irritated on the wrong information and decided 
to quarrel with her husband. Washo, in turn went 
to the husband and told him that “your wife is 
talking something bad about you with females at 
home”. He asked “what?” Washo responded “Last 
night my husband had urinated on bed”. Then the 
husband has offended and said ‘while she did so, is 
she talking upon me?’ Then he went home and shot 
by the bullet and killed her without getting genuine 
information.

Activity 3

Answer the following questions on basis of the 
above passage:

 1. What the two individuals should have done 
before they enter to such offenses?

 2. What lesson the story gives for issues not based 
on information?

 3. If you hear from somebody that “this year 
Grade eight National Examination will not be 
conducted”, What do you feel? Do you accept 
or not?

 On different occasions different information may 
come to us. We may face problems to identify which 
information is true and which is not true. Of course, 

some of them may be true. Others may be false 
and may not be creating problems on others. Still 
others may be creating problems on the individuals, 
society and country at large. Some merchants may 
make irrelevant information on some commodities 
as a cause to impose illegal price upon it. Others 
disseminate terrorizing information on other to 
disturb the life of society. Therefore, before deciding 
all disseminated information are true.

 1. Checking whether that information is from 
free and reliable source.

 2. Identifying them for not being from a single 
dimension and genuine sources.

 3. When the relevance of information is under 
question, rather than publicizing merely, it is 
important to contact reliable and legal bodies 
which can give further confirmation.

 4. Opting documented or written sources for 
information than mere mouth words.

 If not, some individuals or bodies can disseminate 
anti-peace and terrorizing statements in order to 
distort our communities’ peaceful activities. Beyond 
this, they can initiate conflicts and disputes among 
the people. If these all are not successful, they make 
us to accept unapproved information and to even 
talk to other. But latter, we even may feel shame 
when an issue is found wrong.

Activity 4

Answer the following questions:

 1. When do we say information is relevant?

 2. What is the advantage of accepting unreliable 
information?

 3. What kind of roles you have to play to get the 
people in your community is not disturbed by 
irrelevant information?
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Knowledge can be developed in four major ways. 
These are formal education, informal education, 
mass-medias and readings. A person can empower 
his/her knowledge by all or some of those ways. 
But, at any time, to change oneself, others and the 
country; schools have great role.

 As human beings equipped with knowledge in 
that extent research interest increases. It is possible 
to solve community’s and country’s problem through 
research. Knowledge helps to use the innovation 
skill properly. A number of innovative skills are 

supported by knowledge. To be known artist or 
engineer, it is important to have detail knowledge 
of the area. Knowledge has great significance to 
change oneself. Highly educated and knowledgeable 
peoples, they got incomes for them. When citizens 
are more educated and their number increases, it 
has great significance for a country. It is unthinkable 
to think country’s progress without educated man 
power. This is why it is said to promote a country; a 
government has to expand education sectors. 

Summary

11.4 Backward Thinking and 
Outlooks

 l What is the source of backward thinking? 
 l What kind of backward thinking are there in 

your community? How can they be replaced 
by progressive outlooks?

 l What has to be your share in order to avoid 
such backward thinking?

 Backward thinking are drawn from  
traditional outlooks. This may transcend from 
generation to generation. This is to mean, if the past 
outlooks and social principles are taken directly 
to the modern world without improvement. Such 
thinking may be legitimate in that past period. But 
in this current development trend, their legitimacy 
is questioned or totally perished.
 For example, belittling peoples engaged in 
different arts was common in the past. But currently 
since they are professionals, their profession is 
highly respected. In past period, some people 
consider themselves from higher class. Even today, 
such peoples may exist. Today with the development 
of social awareness and changes of outlooks, such 
things became backward and worthless. 
 In the past system, girls were obliged to marry 
a husband whom they do not know, but whom is 
selected by her parents. In current time however, not 
only the development of the outlook to make such 
choices by her, it is also constitutional. Therefore, the 

philosophy of a given time does not work for other. 
It can die and perish with that society.

 Therefore, it is important to avoid backward 
thinking and outlooks. This is possible when we 
have the culture of reasoning. A person based 
on reason, since looks thing critically, avoids 
mere assumptions and stereotypic outlooks. For 
example, peoples based on mere assumption have 
no scientific reason to belittle others engaged in 
pottery. A reasonable person, however, can forward 
justifications to honour these works. Those peoples, 
while they are using the pottery products at their 
home, however, they fail to realize that is honoured 
profession. It is obvious that, since these peoples 
are incurring money from their work, after their 
self-reliance, they are also helping others. On basis 
of this, it is important to accept every issue or life 
philosophy only with relevant information. It is not 
worthy to accept merely as outlooks of “my father 
or mother.” In general, to enhance our country and 
society, it is important to avoid backward thinking 
and outlooks.

Activity 5

Answer the following questions in group:

 1. What is the effect of backward thinking on 
development effort of a country?

 2. How a reasonable thinking is helpful to avoid 
backward outlooks?
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Key Words

Reliable information: Just and real information founded from different source 

Pursuit: Aspire, need

Mass media: Public information dissemination mean such Radio, TV etc.

Research: Study about an issue either to explore or solve a problem

Innovation: Creativity

Past time: The time before, not now or in future

Self-reliance: Satisfying basic needs of life

Unit Review Exercises

Do these review exercises in your exercise book.

I. Write “True” if the statement is correct and write “False” if the statement is 
incorrect

 1. Innovation is categorized backward thinking.

 2. As far as scientific outlooks are developed, backward outlooks are perishing.

 3. To improve ones life, the main thing is wealth and knowledge.

 4. School is the source of knowledge because it is based on uniform curriculum.

 5. All Radios centres can be reliable information sources?

II. Match words or phrases under column ‘A’ with correct items of column ‘B’ 

 A B

 1. The major source of knowledge A. Leads to conflict, war, anarchy 

 2. Mass media B. Found from legal and reliable sources

 3. Reliable information C. Includes radio, Newspapers etc. 

 4. Distorts public peace D. Suspicion on information 

 5. Indicates effects of distorted information  E. Without relevant information

    F. Schools

III. Copy the following questions on your exercise book and fill the correct answer on 
the space provided

 1. ____________ is among the few professional groups of Ethiopia.

 2. ___________ and _________ are among ways of using knowledge.

 3. _________ can create conflicts among peoples or groups.
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IV. Choose the correct answer for the following questions

 1. Backward opinions can be changed when

 (a) Expanding scientific outlooks (b) Expanding cultural education

 (c) Giving more emphasis to oral sources (d) All.

 2. Which one is true about the significance of knowledge?

 (a) Can use for research   (b) Crest bad outlook upon cultures

 (c) Avoids our experience and achievement in whole (d) All.

 3. Which one is the best source of knowledge?

 (a) Television   (b) Oral sources

 (c) Discussions in meetings  (d) Schools.

 4. How knowledge helps us to improve ourselves?

 (a) Enables to go to abroad to work there

 (b) To be wise merchant and to get unexpected profit

 (c) To create citizens who prefer a single job only (d) (a) and (c) only.

 5. One of the following statements is the attribute of harmful traditional practice?

 (a) Educating females is important for all (b) Men has to be ultimate decision-maker

 (c) Women should be with the limited position (d) (b) and (c).

V. Give the short answer for the following questions

 1. What are the major sources of scientific knowledge?

 2. Why is reading considered as the source of knowledge?

 3. What are the reasons for backward thinking to be harmful?

 4. Are all outlooks of our fathers and mothers harmful traditional practices?

 5. What should be the role of young students in avoiding harmful traditional practices?


